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BRIEF HISTORY OF KARABAKH 

 

Throughout the known history, the region of Karabakh has been part of the Caucasian Albania and 

later of different Turkic states. From 4th century B.C. to 8th century A.D. the territory of Karabakh was 

one of the provinces of Caucasian Albania called Artsakh (an Albanian name meaning manly Saks). After 

the fall of the independent Albanian state, it belonged of Sajids, in 10th century to the state of Salarids, and 

in 11-12th centuries - to the state of Sheddadids. 

During 12-13th centuries Karabakh constituted part of the Atabey-Ildenizids state, in the second 

half of 13th century - beginning of 15th century, during the existence of the Mongolian Khulagouid state 

- part of the Jalairids' state. In the 15th century, it existed within the states of Garagoyunlu and 

Aghgayunlu, and during 16th and 17th centuries, Karabakh, as a part of the Karabakh beylerbeyyat 

(duchy), was within the Sefevi state. The latter consisted of four beylerbeyyats: Shirvani, Karabakhi (also 

known as Ganja), Chukhursaadi (or Erivan) and Azerbaijani (or Tebriz). Karabakh, being a part of the 

Karabakhi beylerbeyyat, was ruled by the representatives of the Turkic Ziyadoglu tribe, subordinated to 

Gajars from 16th until 19th century. In the second half of the 18th century, Karabakh belonged to the 

Karabakh khanate (principality) and along with the latter was incorporated into Russia. In 1918-20, it 

was part of the independent Azerbaijan and later in 1924 under the Soviets; the Nogorno-Karabakh 

Autonomous Republic was created again within the Azerbaijan SSR. Finally, in 1988-1994 Karabakh was 

occupied by Armenia. 

Since at least IV BC the population of Karabakh consisted of Caucasian Albanians (the ancestors 

of Azerbaijanis) and Turkic-speaking tribes of Barsil, Savir, Hunn, Khazar, Shoumlou, Bakharlou, Kangary 

and etc. and later Turkic speaking tribes became dominant in the region. However, until the 18th century 
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the Albanians of today's Nogorno-Karabakh region more or less managed to save their identity. 

Nevertheless, after mass migrations of Armenians from Iran and Turkey to Karabakh by Russia, the 

Albanian population heavily mixed with the Armenians and in a very short time was Armenized. 

Caucasian Albania, including Karabakh was probably the very first Christian state in the Caucasus 

(the Kish church in Sheki, is the oldest church in the Caucasus). Most people of Caucasian Albania converted 

to Islam after the Arab invasion, except the Karabakh Albanians. Like the Albanian identity, the independent 

Albanian Patriarchy-the Albanian church was abolished and subordinated to the Armenian Grigorian 

Church in 1836 by the decision of the Russian Tsarist government. Again, this was due to the mass 

migrations of Armenians to the region, which resulted in the Albanian-Armenian assimilation. 
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INFORMATION ON THE GRAVE VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMITTED DURING THE COURSE OF THE ARMENIAN AGGRESSION 

AGAINST AZERBAIJAN 

 

The armed aggression of the Republic of Armenia against the Azerbaijani Republic pursuant to its 

policy of violent acquisition of territory and its plans to establish a "Greater Armenia" has resulted in 

gross and flagrant violations of human rights,  which  fall within the category of crimes against humanity. 

The armed hostilities against Azerbaijan were preceded by anti-constitutional actions in the Nagorno 

Karabakh region of Azerbaijan perpetrated by separatist groups receiving outside support; forming the 

backdrop these actions were certain decisions taken by the Armenian authorities in contravention of 

international law. Of these decisions, the most notorious is the resolution "Reunification of the Armenian 

Soviet Socialist Republic and Nagorno Karabakh" adopted by the Armenian Parliament on December 1, 

1989. Moreover, in Armenia's declaration of sovereignty of  August 23, 1990, part of the territory of 

another State- the Nagorno Karabakh region of Azerbaijan - is recognized as an integral part of the Republic 

of Armenia. These decisions by the Armenian Parliament were enacted by its armed forces with the 

widespread use of mercenary bands and a sudden upsurge in terrorist activity by the Armenian special 

services and terrorist organizations against sovereign Azerbaijan with a view to wresting away part of its 

age-old lands. All out, hostilities began at the end of 1991 and the start of 1992 when Armenian armed 

formations initiated combat operations in the Nagorno Karabakh region of Azerbaijan using the very 

latest weapons systems. Since May 1992, their armed forces have made incursions beyond the borders of the 

former Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous Region into other parts of the country. 

Because of more than eight years of war, approximately 20 per cent of the entire territory of 

Azerbaijan, comprising Nagorno Karabakh and an area four times bigger than that region, has been occupied 

and held by the Armenian armed forces. 

 

A chronological list of the seizure of Azerbaijani towns and districts follows: 

 

February 26, 1992 - Khojaly 

May 8, 1992 - Shusha 

May 18, 1992 - Lachin 

April 2, 1993 - Kelbajar 

June 28, 1993- Agdere 

July 23, 1993 - Agdam 

August 23, 1993 Fuzuli 

August 23, 1993 - Jabrayil 

August 31, 1993 - Gubadli 

October 30, 1993 - Zangilan and Horadiz 

 

It should be noted in particular that the Agdere and Agdam districts of Azerbaijan were seized by 

Armenian armed forces following the adoption of Security Council resolution 822 (1993) of  April 30, 1993 

which condemned the occupation of the Kelbajar district; the Fuzuli district was seized after the adoption of 

Security Council resolution 853 (1993) of 29 July 1993 condemning the seizure of the Agdam district; 

and the Jabrayil and Gubadli districts were seized after the adoption of Security Council resolution 874 

(1993) of  October 14, 1993. In its resolution 884 (1993) of November 11, 1993 the Council condemned 

the occupation of the Zangilan district and the city of Horadiz, attacks on civilians and bombardments of 

the territory of the Azerbaijani Republic. In all the above-mentioned resolutions, the council underscored 

respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the borders of the Azerbaijani 

Republic, and the inadmissibility of using force to acquire territory. "It also demanded the immediate 

cessation of armed hostilities and hostile acts, and the immediate, full and unconditional withdrawal of all 
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occupying forces from the occupied areas of Azerbaijan. Despite the unequivocal demands of the Security 

Council, the Republic of Armenia is today still holding on to occupied Azerbaijani territory and 

increasing its military presence there. 

Because of the aggression and ethnic cleansing of Azerbaijanis from the territory of Armenia 

proper and from the occupied part of the territory of Azerbaijan, there are currently over 1 million refugees 

and displaced persons in Azerbaijan. The 900 settlements have been looted and destroyed. Over 9 million 

square meters of civilian housing, state enterprises and social facilities have been destroyed and burnt. The 

total cost of the destroyed housing and the property removed therefore amounts to tens of billions of 

dollars. An extremely serious humanitarian situation has developed in Azerbaijan. 

The Armenian armed forces, backed by mercenary formations and Armenian terrorist groups, have 

killed over 18,000 people and wounded or maimed over 50,000. Several thousand people are missing and 

extrajudicial executions and mass shootings of civilians have been carried out. Kidnapped hostages held in 

Armenia and the occupied areas of Azerbaijan are doing forced labour and being made to endure inhumane 

treatment, beatings, torture and other gross violations of their human rights. 

According to information from the State Commission of the Azerbaijani Republic on prisoners of war 

hostages and missing persons, because of Armenian aggression these categories comprised 4.674 

Azerbaijani citizens as March 1, 1996. This total includes 314 women, 60 children and 252 elderly people 

(lists of missing women, children and elderly people are attached). The State Commission knows the 

whereabouts of over 900 of these people, including 39 women, 12 children and 39 elderly people, in 

the territory of the Republic of Armenia and the occupied Azerbaijani territories. The vast majority of 

them are being detained by the Armenian side without the knowledge of the International Committee of 

The Red Cross (ICRC), and therefore do not appear on that organization's lists. 

The hostages and prisoners of war held by the Armenians, many of whom are considered missing 

persons since they are being concealed from the ICRC, are forced to do heavy physical labour, subjected 

to beatings and torture, and the sick and wounded are denied basic medical assistance. The State 

Commission has learnt that 145 Azerbaijanis have died in Armenian captivity. Four people, who endured 

indescribable degradation and suffering died shortly after being released. 

 

Ethnic cleansing of Armenian territory of its Azerbaijani inhabitants 

 

The widespread settlement of Transcaucasia by Armenians began after tsarist Russia's military 

conquest of the Caucasus. Taking advantage of the changed demographic situation, the Armenians, under 

the tutelage of the rulers of tsarist Russia and, later, the communist leaders of the Soviet Union, encroached 

on the native Azerbaijani population in various parts of the region. 

It is a matter of historical fact that in 1828-1829 alone, 130,000 Armenians were resettled out of Middle 

Eastern countries into the area now forming the Republic of Armenia; another 600,000 were resettled later. 

By 1918, the number of Azerbaijanis in what is now Armenia stood at 575,000 - more than a third of 

all the inhabitants of the area. However, because of the Armenian Government's deliberate policy of 

expelling the Azerbaijani population, there remains today in Armenia not a single Azerbaijani out of that 

half-million-strong community. 

Between December 1917 and the end of June 1918, Armenian army units plundered and burnt 200 

Azerbaijani villages in Erevan province. The surviving inhabitants fled to the mountains, where they died of 

cold and starvation. Over that period, Armenian troops occupied the whole of the Surmalin district and 

parts of the Erevan, Echmiadzin and Sharur districts, which they purged of Azerbaijanis by force of arms. 

Throughout Armenia between 1918 and 1920, Azerbaijanis were subjected to violence of 

unimaginable savagery. Sixty Azerbaijani villages were destroyed and all their male inhabitants killed in 

the districts of Igdir and Echmiadzin; in Geichin province, 22 villages were destroyed and 60,000 inhabitants 

killed; in Yeni Bayazid, 84 villages and 15.000 homes were destroyed. Over the summer and autumn of 

1918, 115 Azerbaijani villages and hamlets in the district of Zangezur were destroyed; 7.729 Azerbaijanis 

were brutally murdered - 3.257 men. 2.276 women and 2.196 children. 

Forced deportations and mass killings of the peaceable Azerbaijani population continued into 1920. 

The remnants of the Azerbaijani population in, Erevan province and the Zangezur and Echmiadzin districts 
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were driven out or annihilated, and their villages ploughed into the ground. 

Research has shown that around 2 million Azerbaijanis and members of other ethnic groups were 

killed, wounded or forcibly expelled over this period. 

One of the leading figures in the Kremlin. A. Mikoyan played a major role in the execution of the 

Armenian nationalists' plans for the ethnic cleansing of Armenia. Making use of his influence over Stalin, he 

secured the signature of the “little father of the peoples" on decrees by the Council of Ministers of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics No. 4083 of 23 December 1947. "Resettlement of collective farmers 

and other Azerbaijani inhabitants from the Armenian SSR to the Kur-Arax Depression in the Azerbaijani 

SSR", and No. 754 of 10 March 1948, "Action to resettle collective farmers and other Azerbaijani 

inhabitants from, the Armenian SSR to the Kur- Arax Depression in the Azerbaijani SSR". Under these 

decrees, during the period 1948-1951 more than 100.000 Azerbaijanis were forcib resettled from their 

historical  homelands - the mountainous regions of Armenia - to the then waterless steppes of Mugan and 

the Mil plateau. Many of them could not withstand the ordeal and perished. 

The forcing of the Azerbaijanis out of Armenia was accompanied by flagrant discrimination in 

breach of their constitutional rights and a refusal to cater to their national and cultural interests. Hundreds 

of thousands of the Azerbaijanis, who remained in Armenia until 1988, surviving as compact groups, 

displayed none of the hallmarks even of national cultural autonomy. Attempts to so much as mention this 

were promptly, roughly and savagely suppressed. In essence, access for Azerbaijanis in Armenia to 

employment in state entities was barred. 

In the winter of 1988, a fresh bout of ethnic cleansing began as the culmination of a deliberate policy 

to destroy all trace of the very existence o Azerbaijanis in Armenia. Under instructions from, and with the 

blessing of, the Armenian authorities, the remaining 40,897 Azerbaijani families (185.519 individuals) 

were forcibly deported from their historical homelands within the Armenian State, and left without homes or 

belongings. 

The mass expulsion was accompanied by killings and maiming. In the space of just three days, 

from November 27- 29 1988, pogroms in the Armenian towns of Gugark, Spitak and Stepanavan killed 

33 Azerbaijanis. 

In all, according; to figures from the State Prosecutor's Office of the Azerbaijani Republic, 216 

Azerbaijanis died during the ethnic cleansing in Armenian territory in 1988-1989; 49 froze to death, seeking 

safety from reprisals in the mountains; 41 died of savage beatings; 35 were killed after torture; 115 were 

burnt alive; 16 were shot; 10, unable to endure the humiliation, died of heart attacks; 2 were killed right in 

hospital by their Armenian doctors; 3 were drowned; 1 was hanged; 1 not wishing to die an agonizing death, 

took his own life; 1 was electrocuted; 2 were beheaded; 29 were deliberately run over; 3 died in hospital 

because they were not given medical attention; and a further 8 were abducted and vanished without trace. 

The majority of the dead were children, women and elderly people. They included 5 infants and 18 

children of various ages. Seven-year-old Zohra Nabiyeva was burnt alive. Three-year-old Rahman 

Mammedov was not given the doctor`s attention he needed and subsequently died. Seven children froze to 

death, two died after sax-ace beatings, two were shot. Elman Aliyev, three years old suffered a heart attack. 

Six were unable to withstand brutal torture and died; three were run over. 

Fifty-seven Azerbaijani women came to a tragic end on Armenian soil. Seven were beaten to death, 

five froze, four died under torture, three of heart attacks, two under the wheels of cars; one was decapitated, 

one was drowned, one was burnt, two died of gunshot wounds for which they did not receive the necessary 

medical attention, and one was killed by doctors in hospital. The remainder disappeared without trace and are 

probably dead, given than there has been no news of them for a long time now. 

Sixty elderly Azerbaijanis (over 60 years of age) also died during their expulsion from Armenia, 

among them 20 women. In most cases, their deaths resulted from torture, bullet wounds, heart attacks, 

beatings and frostbite. Gulsum Aliyeva, aged 76, Khanim Isgenderova, aged 73, Mehrali Aliyev, aged 68, 

Garib Bayramov, aged 67 and Leyla Huseynova, aged 63, were burnt. A doctor killed Hasan Ellazov, aged 

68, in hospital. The most widespread atrocities occurred in the Gukar district, where 22 Azerbaijanis lost 

their lives, 13 of them being burnt to death. Crimes against the Azerbaijani population were also committed 

in the Kalinin, Goris, Stepanavan, Vardenis, Masis, Spitak, Ararat, Kirovakan, Ijevan, Krasnoselsk, 

Ekhegnadzor, Amasia, Kafan, Abovyan, Sevan and Noyemberian districts of Armenia. 
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Virtually all the attacks on Azerbaijani settlements had the blessing of the official Armenian 

authorities and were commanded by local leaders and responsible figures or by members of the local law-

enforcement bodies. During the forcible expulsion of the Azerbaijanis, hundreds of historical relics testifying 

to the fact that Azerbaijanis had for centuries belonged on the land in what is today Armenia were either 

destroyed or altered to look Armenian. Islamic places of worship and the graves in Azerbaijani cemeteries 

were defiled; mosques and tombs were damaged or broken up for building materials. 

To erase from history the fact that Azerbaijanis had lived in Armenia, the names of some 2,000 

towns and villages that formerly bore Azerbaijani names have been changed; 465 villages were renamed 

between 1935 and 1973 and 97 in April 1991. 

The concluding, tragic chord had been played in a meticulously planned campaign of physical 

extermination of the Azerbaijanis, once the most populous of the national minorities in the Republic of 

Armenia. 
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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT KHOJALY 

 

By the middle of 1991, 63000 people lived in Khojaly. After the beginning of the autumn attack 

of the Armenians, most of the population of the town left it. According to the information of the 

Ministry of National Security, about 3000 people stayed in the town on the eve of the tragically 

February events. The safety of the left population was provided by only 160 soldiers of the National 

Army, OMON (special police detachment) and self-defense forces, mainly headed by Alif Hajiyev, 

concentrated 

around airport. 

The above-

mentioned forces 

were not enough 

to provide the 

effective self-

defense, 

especially taking 

into consideration 

the absence of 

ordinance (there 

were only one 

"Alazan" plant 

and three armored 

cars). In fact 

Khojaly was 

defended (though 

inefficiently) by 

means of 

shooting guns. It 

was possible until 

a certain time. 

However, the 

Armenians pressure was increasing. Since October 30, 1991, the automobile communication with 

Khojaly was stopped and communication with the town was realized by means of helicopters. There had 

been no electricity in Khojaly since second of January 1992. On February 13, the last military helicopter 

with food and petrol landed in the town (the last civil helicopter was on January 28). Since that day, 

the town had been expecting the Armenians attack. 
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THE TRAGEDY 

 

On October 30, the ground traffic was cut off and helicopter was the only way of transportation. The 

last civilian helicopter arrived in Khojaly on January 28 and after civilian helicopter was brought down 

over Shusha city, because of which 40 people died, the helicopter traffic stopped its functioning. 

Beginning from January 2 there was no electricity in the city. The city lived due to the courage of 

population and heroism of his defenders. Defense of the city was organized by local guard forces, militia 

and fighters of National Army armed mainly by submachine guns. 

From the second part of February, Khojaly was encircled by Armenian armed forces and subjected 

to daily artillery and hard military equipment firing, attack attempts of the Armenian side. Preparation for 

Khojaly attack began in the evening of February 25 when the military equipment of regiment No 366 began 

to take positions around the city. The assault of the city began with the 2 hours firing by tanks, armored 

cars and guns with the missile “Alazan”. Khojaly was blocked from three sides and the people tried to 

escape in Asgeran direction. However, very soon they understood that it was the ominous trap. Near 

Nakhchivanik village, the Armenian armed forces opened the fire on the unarmed people. Just here, in 

Asgeran-Nakhchvanik, shallow gully many of the children and women, elders, frostbitten and weaken in 

the snow of forests and mountain passes became the victims of the brutality of Armenian armed forces. 

These events took place when Foreign Minister of Islamic Republic of Iran Ali Akbar Vilayati visited 

the region with mediatory mission. On February 25 he met with leadership of Azerbaijan in Baku and on 

February 27 he planned to go to the Karabakh, and then to Armenia. In connection with that according to 

agreement of both parts three days cease-fire was declared from February 27 until March 1, but it was 

also ignored by the Armenian side. It was also happened on February 12 when the mission of Council 

of Security and Cooperation in Europe arrived in Karabakh with the aim to acquaint and analyze the 

situation in the conflict zone and possibilities of its settlement, and then it planned to go to Yerevan and 

Baku. Exactly on February 12, Armenian extremists carried out capture of Malibeyli and Gushchular 

villages of Shusha district, because of which the villages were completely destroyed and burnt. Only in 

Malibeyli, about 50 people were killed, wounded and taken as hostages. 

Those days’ Azerbaijani forces could not burst through to help the population of Khojaly, and there 

was no ability to take away the dead bodies. At the same time special groups of Armenians in white 

camouflage cloaks using helicopters searched the people in the forests, groups of people who came out the 

forest were shot or taken as hostages and subjected to tortures. On February 28, the group of local 

journalists could reach the place of massacre of Azerbaijanis by two helicopters. Awful sight shocked all – 

dead bodies covered the field. Despite the convoy of the second helicopter, they could take only four dead 

bodies because of firing of the helicopters by Armenian militants. On March 1 when the group of the 

foreign and local journalists could reach to this place, the sight that they saw was more terrible. The dead 

bodies were mutilated. Many of them had the bullet wounds to head and this showed that the wounded 

people were finished. After medical checkup of dead bodies it was determined that  they were scalped, 

their ears and other organs were cut off, the eyes were put out, their extremities were chopped off, they 

have numerous of gun wounds, many of them pressed by hard equipment. 
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LIST OF THE PEOPLE DIED AT THE KHOJALY TRAGEDY 

 

1. Abbasov Salah Ismayil oglu 1909 

2. Abbasov Taleh Umidvar oglu 1961 

3. Abbasova Antiga Heydar gizi 1935 

4. Abishov Etibar Movsum oglu 1965 

5. Abishov Ali Abdul oglu 1918 

6. Abishova Maruza Mahammad gizi 1930 

7. Abdullayev Yusif Goja oglu 1932 

8. Aghayev Zahid Sattar oglu 1963 

9. Aghayev Allahverdi Sattar oglu 1982 

10. Allahverdiyeva Teyuba Nabi gizi 1933 

11. Allahverdiyeva Valida Astan gizi 1963 

12. Allahverdiyeva Irada Astan gizi 1965 

13. Allahverdiyev Hidayat Bahram oglu 1936 

14. Allahverdiyev Bahram Hidayat oglu 1976 

15. Allahverdiyeva Kifayat Huseynali gizi 1942 

16. Aghayarova Zuleykha Yunus gizi 1965 

17. Aslanova Gulshan Geyum gizi 1972 

18. Allahyarova Gamza Garash gizi 1940 

19. Allahyarova Shafiga Zeynal gizi 1969 

20. Allahyarov Etibar Balaoghlan oglu 1968 

21. Aslanov Gulu Bahram oglu 1927 

22. Aslanov Igbal Gulu oglu 1970 

23. Abishov Elshad Giyas oglu 1967 

24. Allahverdiyev Salah Imamgulu oglu 1918 

25. Abbasova Sughra Alish gizi 1917 

26. Abbasova Hamayil Chanish gizi 1940 

27. Abbasov Valiyaddin Umidvar oglu 1963 

28. Aghayarova Sevinj Isa gizi 1985 

29. Aghayarov Sadig Shirkhan oglu 1932 

30. Aghalarova Gullu Surkhay gizi 1934 

31. Allahverdiyev Novruz Salah oglu 1947 

32. Allahverdiyev Mahir Novruz oglu 1974 

33. Aghayarov Nabi Isak oglu 1981 

34. Aghayarov Roman Isak oglu 1986 

35. Abishova Madina Bedirkhan gizi 1908 

36. Aslanova Elnara Tofig gizi 1978 

37. Allahverdiyev Ziyadkhan Saleh oglu 1967 

38. Abishova Mahbuba Gurban gizi 1960 

39. Abishova Chinara Nazim gizi 1982 

40. Abishova Minara Rahim gizi 1910 

41. Abishov Mobil Movsum oglu 1968 

42. Abishov Saadat Niyaz oglu 1967 

43. Abishov Nadir Movsum oglu 1966 

44. Abishova Maryam Mashadi gizi 1932 

45. Abishov Chingiz Nazim oglu 1985 

46. Abishova Gulzar Gulali gizi 1964 
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47. Allahverdiyev Mumush Bahram oglu 1923 

48. Aghayev Vidadi Sajeddin oglu 1960 

49. Abishov Eyvaz Talib oglu 1950 

50. Allahverdiyev Ilham Bakhsheyish oglu 1963 

51. Abdullayeva Maya Saleh gizi 1908 

52. Abbasov Eyvaz Kamran oglu 1983 

53. Abbasov Elkhan Kamran oglu 1970 

54. Atakishiyev Farman Rahman oglu 1970 

55. Aghayev Rasim Mirsalam oglu 1967 

56. Abdullayeva Sevinij Sarhad gizi 1986 

57. Abdullayev Mahir Tanriverdi oglu 1971 

58. Allahverdiyev Vidadi Mursal oglu 1977 

59. Bilalov Namig Mahammad oglu 1961 

60. Butko Dmitry Nikolayevich 1930 

61. Behbudova Suraya Ibrahim gizi 1930 

62. Behbudova Gulnaz Yusif gizi 1962 

63. Behbudova Gulbahar Yusif gizi 1968 

64. Baghirova Zahra Sari gizi 1930 

65. Baghirova Naila Hasan gizi 1956 

66. Baghirov Bahman Yagub gizi 1966 

67. Baghirov Elshan Hasan oglu 1965 

68. Babishov Ali Rais oglu 1968 

69. Bebzinov Zeynali Mammad oglu 1926 

70. Behbudov Vagif Yusif oglu 1963 

71. Binaliyev Alishir Gulali oglu 1967 

72. Binaliyev Jabbar Gulali oglu 1969 

73. Boranov Magsud Ali oglu 1928 

74. Babayeva Fenar Farman gizi 1943 

75. Bayramov Zahid Tapdig oglu 1965 

76. Bayramov Rovshan Zahid oglu 1969 

77. Bahmanova Dilara Maharram gizi 1950 

78. Bahmanov Akif Vagif oglu 1974 

79. Babirov Tofig Nifti oglu 1966 

80. Babayev Gadir Asgar oglu 1935 

81. Babayev Babir Asgar oglu 1942 

82. Babayeva Gariba Mukhtar gizi 1938 

83. Babayev Bakir Babir oglu 1965 

84. Bayramov Jalal Samad oglu 1948 

85. Jabbarov Azad Pirgulu oglu 1968 

86. Jabrayilova Samaya Sari gizi 1950 

87. Javadov Ali Musul oglu 1953 

88. Jafarova Khazangul Ali gizi 1951 

89. Jafarov Museyib Safiyar oglu 1895 

90. Jafarov Nusrat Fazil oglu 1975 

91. Jafarova Rafiga Iman gizi 1937 

92. Jafarov Samir Tajir oglu 1987 

93. Jafarov Mahammad Valikishi oglu 1995 

94. Jafarova Baghdad Hatam gizi 1910 

95. Javadov Vagif Alish oglu 1966 

96. Jabbarov Khidir Sadraddin oglu 1969 

97. Javadov Ahmad Amir oglu 1973 
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98. Chobanov Tapdig Hadisa oglu 1949 

99. Chobanova Nazaket Tapdig gizi 1984 

100. Eyvazov Hidayat Ali oglu 1964 

101. Abdulov Mazahir Yagub oglu 1960 

102. Abdulov Zahid Elmar oglu 1973 

103. Abdulov Elmar Isgandar oglu 1949 

104. Abdulov Savalan Garash oglu 1937 

105. Azizov Azim Mashadi oglu 1911 

106. Azizova Zarifa Alekber gizi 1953 

107. Azizov Huseyn Nariman oglu 1956 

108. Azizov Mehman Gudrat oglu 1959 

109. Azimov Akif Seydulla oglu 1961 

110. Azimov Natig Abbas oglu 1986 

111. Azimov Hasanbala Shahmar oglu 1935 

112. Azimova Parvana Huseyn gizi 1947 

113. Azimova Dilara Seydulla gizi 1956 

114. Aliyev Eyyub Sari oglu 1928 

115. Aliyev Alekber Alisan oglu 1915 

116. Aliyeva Suraya Bayram gizi 1934 

117. Aliyev Eldar Karish oglu 1963 

118. Aliyev Islam Abdulali oglu 1933 

119. Aliyeva Sahar Charkaz gizi 1932 

120. Aliyev Arif Khanlar oglu 1970 

121. Aliyev Abulfat Ali oglu 1963 

122. Aliyev Tavakkul Bakhish oglu 1955 

123. Aliyev Bakir Shiraslan oglu 1973 

124. Aliyeva Dilara Oruj gizi 1949 

125. Aliyev Elgiz Firdovsi oglu 1984 

126. Aliyev Firdovsi Isa oglu 1956 

127. Aliyeva Heyran Murshud gizi 1962 

128. Aliyev Elchin Firdovsi oglu 1982 

129. Aliyev Aghali Nayib oglu 1932 

130. Aliyeva Suraya Behbud gizi 1933 

131. Aliyeva Chichak Alekber gizi 1931 

132. Aliyev Sabuhi Jahangir oglu 1978 

133. Aliyev Salim Jahangir oglu 1985 

134. Aliyeva Khaver Yusif gizi 1957 

135. Aliyeva Svetlana Javanshir gizi 1957 

136. Alekberova Zeynab Jumshud gizi 1923 

137. Alekberov Tavakkul Alekber oglu 1956 

138. Alekberov Sakhavat Tavakkul oglu 1981 

139. Alaskarov Vahid Rashid oglu 1962 

140. Alimammadov Namig Shahmali oglu 1962 

141. Alimammadov Faig Shahmali oglu 1969 

142. Amirova Raya Gabil gizi 1959 

143. Amirova Yegana Tavakkul gizi 1957 

144. Asadov Yalchin Asif oglu 1986 

145. Ahmadov Elmar Nayib oglu 1963 

146. Ahmadov Namig Ilyas oglu 1968 

147. Ahmadova Durna Salman gizi 1922 

148. Ahmadov Rafael Nayib oglu 1948 
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149. Ahmadov Eldar Nayib oglu 1945 

150. Ahmadova Sarfinaz Mukhtad gizi 1900 

151. Alekberov Asgar Gurban oglu 1930 

152. Ahmadova Zubeyda Badal gizi 1928 

153. Aliyev Elshan Sahadar oglu 1973 

154. Aliyev Anvar Zeynali oglu 1959 

155. Aliyeva Yegana Maharram gizi 1960 

156. Asgarov Eldar Nizami oglu 1986 

157. Asgarov Nizami 1960 

158. Aliyev Mikayil Atababa oglu 1957 

159. Azizov Fikrat Abbas oglu 1965 

160. Aliyev Ulfat Iman oglu 1974 

161. Aliyev Ilham Bahadur oglu 1966 

162. Alasgarov Mazahir Maharram oglu 1969 

163. Aliyev Ayaz Elman oglu 1970 

164. Ahmadov Vagif Islam oglu 1957 

165. Asgarov Khagani Karim oglu 1962 

166. Aliyev Nadir Gachan oglu 1967 

167. Farzaliyev Janan Binnat oglu 1963 

168. Farzaliyev Gadim Farzali oglu 1956 

169. Hagverdiyeva Havva Zeynalabdin gizi 1932 

170. Hagverdiyev David Meshdi oglu 1970 

171. Hagverdiyev Shahin Meshdi oglu 1958 

172. Hajiyev Alif Latif oglu 1939 

173. Hajiyev Suleyman Latif oglu 1956 

174. Hajiyev Tahir Haji oglu 1960 

175. Hamdiyeva Mehriban Rajab gizi 1934 

176. Hamidova Kifayat Chirag gizi 1949 

177. Hamzayev Abdulla Keushali oglu 1971 

178. Hanifayev Bahman Salman oglu 1937 

179. Hasanov Rovshan Gachay oglu 1977 

180. Hasanova Gunash Abdul gizi 1984 

181. Hasanova Makhmar Alekber gizi 1995 

182. Hasanov Elgun Nazim oglu 1964 

183. Hasanova Aygun Nazim gizi 1988 

184. Hasanova Geychek Heydar gizi 1943 

185. Hasanova Latafet Hasan gizi 1916 

186. Hasanov Imran Alekber oglu 1972 

187. Hasanova Gulchohra Yagub gizi 1968 

188. Hasanov Ramil Ibrahim oglu 1940 

189. Hasanov Mehdi Ramil oglu 1962 

190. Hasanov Hasan Ibrahim oglu 1938 

191. Hasanov Ali Mursal oglu 1908 

192. Hasanov Shohrat Yusub oglu 1951 

193. Hasanova Tofiga Hasan gizi 1955 

194. Hasanova Fitat Ahad gizi 1990 

195. Hasanova Gatiba Mirsiyab gizi 1929 

196. Hashimov Salim Karim oglu 1950 

197. Humbatova Firuza Musa gizi 1957 

198. Humbatova Simuzar Jalil gizi 1910 

199. Humbatova Sudaba Rashid gizi 1967 
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200. Humbatov Mughan Jalil oglu 1938 

201. Humbatov Hatam Gurban oglu 1940 

202. Humbatov Talish Isgandar oglu 1967 

203. Humbatova Anaid Eldar gizi 1967 

204. Huseynova Rasmiya Alexander gizi 1930 

205. Huseynov Emin Alexander oglu 1960 

206. Huseynova Makhmar Gurban gizi 1922 

207. Huseynov Chingiz Yusub oglu 1960 

208. Huseynov Bakir Mirsiyab oglu 1924 

209. Huseynov Mirsiyab Hazratgulu oglu 1934 

210. Huseynova Minash Jumshud gizi 1960 

211. Huseynov Tofig Mirsiyab oglu 1950 

212. Huseynova Susan Huseyn gizi 1938 

213. Huseynov Tajir Huseyn oglu 1964 

214. Huseynova Nasiba Huseyn gizi 1961 

215. Huseynova Novrasta Huseyn gizi 1961 

216. Huseynov Huseyn Ismayil oglu 1967 

217. Huseynova Aziz Alish gizi 1986 

218. Huseynova Khoshbakht Huseyn gizi 1985 

219. Huseynov Murshud Samad oglu 1939 

220. Huseynov Allahverdi Gulu oglu 1941 

221. Huseynov Huseyn Faraj oglu 1971 

222. Huseynova Zinyat Yunus gizi 1965 

223. Huseynov Rashid Huseyn oglu 1968 

224. Huseynova Maral Kamil gizi 1956 

225. Huseynova Sarah Safar gizi 1975 

226. Huseynova Saadat Gadim gizi 1932 

227. Huseynov Vugar Hilal oglu 1936 

228. Huseynova Mehriban Allahverdi gizi 1962 

229. Huseynov Rajab Elkhan oglu 1985 

230. Huseynov Mahshar Elkhan oglu 1967 

231. Huseynova Shabnam Elkhan gizi 1990 

232. Hasanova Sevil Eyyub gizi 1979 

233. Hashimov Shovkat Shukur oglu 1981 

234. Humbatova Sevil Jalil gizi 1985 

235. Huseynova Emma Huseyn gizi 1963 

236. Huseynov Zohrab Huseyn oglu 1972 

237. Hasanova Khayala Eldar gizi 1955 

238. Hasanov Tajir Eldar oglu 1965 

239. Huseynova Nargiz Jabrayil gizi 1963 

240. Huseynov Shakir Mustafa oglu 1956 

241. Huseynova Atraba Jabrayil gizi 1932 

242. Hasanov Tofig Baylar oglu 1970 

243. Hasanov Vahid Movsum oglu 1958 

244. Hasanov Telman Elmar oglu 1939 

245. Huseynov Huseyn Shukur oglu 1956 

246. Hasanov Gabil Gasim oglu 1960 

247. Huseynova Gizbes Mardan gizi 1934 

248. Hasanov Elshad Gachay oglu 1949 

249. Hasanov Ramiz Allahverdi oglu 1971 

250. Humbatov Bahlul Museyib oglu 1937 
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251. Khalilov Arzu Khalil oglu 1977 

252. Khalilov Araz Khalil oglu 1984 

253. Khudiyev Zahid Bahlul oglu 1965 

254. Khalilova Zarifa Zakara gizi 1964 

255. Khalilova Lala Tahir gizi 1988 

256. Khalilov Gachay Rahim oglu 1943 

257. Khudayarova Suraya Alish gizi 1916 

258. Isfandiyarov Eldar Humbat oglu 1972 

259. Ilyasov Ahmad Mammad oglu 1968 

260. Ilyasov Mammad Ilyas oglu 1940 

261. Ismayilov Ingilab Alekber oglu 1962 

262. Ismayilov Ibish Karim oglu 1938 

263. Ismayilova Manzar Mashadi gizi 1908 

264. Ismayilov Vidadi Latif oglu 1951 

265. Ibrahimov Alikhan Khalil oglu 1955 

266. Ibrahimova Fatma 1990 

267. Imani Aghayar Salman oglu 1929 

268. Imani Malik Aghayar oglu 1950 

269. Ismayilov Ismayil Bahman oglu 1957 

270. Imani Aghababa 1910 

271. Ismayilov Bahram Ablab oglu 1967 

272. Ismayilov Ilyas Bayram oglu 1938 

273. Ismayilova Shovkat Oruj gizi 1940 

274. Ibadullayev Nadir Nabi oglu 1967 

275. Kazymov Asif Kazym oglu 1967 

276. Karimova Firangiz Mutallim gizi 1930 

277. Karimov Soltan Samran oglu 1960 

278. Karimov Rashid Rahim oglu 1922 

279. Karimov Intigam Shahmali oglu 1960 

280. Karimov Shamran Soltan oglu 1924 

281. Karimova Firangul Gurban gizi 1934 

282. Karimov Frunz Samran oglu 1960 

283. Karimov Yalchin 1950 

284. Kazimov Khalil Mahmud oglu 1938 

285. Hasanov Yashar Gaytaran oglu 1964 

286. Garayev Usubali Suleyman oglu 1961 

287. Gambarov Safar Garsalan oglu 1961 

288. Gambarova Matanat Haji gizi 1967 

289. Gambarov Emin Safar oglu 1986 

290. Gambarova Esmira Safar gizi 1985 

291. Gambarov Garsalan Garay oglu 1939 

292. Gambarova Valida Boran gizi 1941 

293. Gambarov Nadir Garsalan oglu 1971 

294. Guliyev Zakir Latif oglu 1965 

295. Guliyeva Zohra Latif gizi 1968 

296. Guliyev Tahir Soltan oglu 1956 

297. Guliyev Vugar Zahid oglu 1975 

298. Guliyev Zakara Garnish oglu 1932 

299. Guliyeva Shura Shamil gizi 1936 

300. Guliyev Akbar Zakara oglu 1962 

301. Guliyeva Sevinj Akbar gizi 1985 
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302. Guliyev Taleh Zakara oglu 1967 

303. Guliyev Samir Taleh oglu 1990 

304. Guliyeva Ravana Garyaghdi gizi 1979 

305. Guliyeva Nurana Garyaghdi gizi 1981 

306. Guliyev Shukur Garyaghdi oglu 1985 

307. Guliyev Agil Sahib oglu 1963 

308. Guliyev Natig Valiyaddin oglu 1972 

309. Guliyeva Sara Huseyn gizi 1955 

310. Guliyev Elchin Balakhan oglu 1965 

311. Gojayev Guman Avaz oglu 1941 

312. Guliyev Mikayil Zahid oglu 1967 

313. Gasimova Rasmiya Agha gizi 1960 

314. Gasimova Narmina Nizami gizi 1986 

315. Gasimov Agha Bayram oglu 1930 

316. Guliyev Islam Idris oglu 1957 

317. Garayev Asif Garakishi oglu 1953 

318. Guliyev Shahbaz Asgar oglu 1923 

319. Guliyev Farhad Safar oglu 1970 

320. Guliyev Shukur Barhudar oglu 1949 

321. Guliyeva Makhmar Khanlar gizi 1930 

322. Guliyev Shamsi Ajdar oglu 1970 

323. Guliyev Ganimat Ali oglu 1936 

324. Guliyeva Urba Hajy gizi 1936 

325. Guliyev Ismayil Ganimat oglu 1969 

326. Guliyev Matla Ganimat oglu 1963 

327. Gasimov Anvar Bahadur oglu 1925 

328. Mahmudova Roza Safar gizi 1930 

329. Mahmudov Ahliman Behbud oglu 1941 

330. Mehdiyev Shafa Baba oglu 1941 

331. Mehdiyev Murad Shafa oglu 1964 

332. Mehraliyev Gulzar Gulali gizi 1970 

333. Mehdiyeva Aysel Murad gizi 1987 

334. Mehdiyeva Gulmira Murad gizi 1989 

335. Mammadov Aydin Gurban oglu 1964 

336. Mammadov Zahir Ramiz oglu 1975 

337. Mammadov Ramil Jalal oglu 1948 

338. Mammadov Yasha Yusif oglu 1956 

339. Mammadov Shohlat Ibish oglu 1960 

340. Mammadova Gullu Abdat gizi 1925 

341. Mamishov Talish Huseyn oglu 1921 

342. Mammadov Vagif Shukur oglu 1940 

343. Mammadova Afila Ibrahim gizi 1949 

344. Mammadov Azer Vagif oglu 1972 

345. Mammadov Jeyhun Vagif oglu 1975 

346. Mammadov Niyamaddin Vagif oglu 1978 

347. Mammadov Ogtay Shukur oglu 1957 

348. Mammadov Arif Ibad oglu 1956 

349. Mammadov Saday Suleyman oglu 1936 

350. Mammadov Safarali Mehdi oglu 1918 

351. Mammadov Vagif Shamil oglu 1951 

352. Mammadov Vasif Salman oglu 1965 
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353. Mammadov Rasif Salman oglu 1967 

354. Mammadov Khosrov Bilal oglu 1949 

355. Mammadov Baylar Khanlar oglu 1935 

356. Mammadov Razmik Suren oglu 1965 

357. Mammadova Shovkat Eybad gizi 1963 

358. Mammadova Maleyka Atash gizi 1933 

359. Mammadov Talish Imran oglu 1934 

360. Mammadova Saltanat Zulal gizi 1931 

361. Mammadova Latifa Eybad gizi 1958 

362. Mammadov Mammad Gadir oglu 1935 

363. Mamishov Shahin Talish oglu 1959 

364. Maharramov Magsud Heydar oglu 1957 

365. Maharramov Tahir Agharza oglu 1956 

366. Maharramov Vagif Jamil oglu 1951 

367. Maharramova Nazli Vali gizi 1953 

368. Mustafayev Vidadi Shafa oglu 1963 

369. Mustafayev Rza Bashir oglu 1948 

370. Mustafayeva Yakhshi Mehdigulu gizi 1900 

371. Muradov Pasha Asgar oglu 1939 

372. Muradova Ayshan Zohrab gizi 1991 

373. Muradov Zahid Latif oglu 1965 

374. Muradov Elshan Kazim oglu 1971 

375. Muradov Gunduz Kazim oglu 1961 

376. Mammadova Sevil Huseyn gizi 1971 

377. Mammadov Akbar Rahman oglu 1960 

378. Mammadov Allahverdi 1963 

379. Mammadov Nuraddin Vagif oglu 1958 

380. Mammadov Sadig Allahverdi oglu 1986 

381. Mehraliyev Ali Shukur oglu 1984 

382. Mammadov Mammad Rahman oglu 1947 

383. Mammadov Sohbat Mammad oglu 1976 

384. Mammadov Kamil Amir oglu 1958 

385. Mehdiyev Ilham 1987 

386. Mehraliyev Orkhan Ali oglu 1971 

387. Mikayilov Agil Valikishi oglu 1969 

388. Musayev Ilgar Vagif oglu 1963 

389. Muradova Nurida Kazim gizi 1931 

390. Mehdiyev Fikrat Burzu oglu 1968 

391. Mehdiyev Javanshir Isak oglu 1967 

392. Mirzayev Kamal Abbas oglu 1962 

393. Mammadov Sarvar Elmar oglu 1970 

394. Mammadov Zakir Gasim oglu 1966 

395. Mehraliyev Ali Mursal oglu 1964 

396. Naghiyev Yusif Shirin oglu 1928 

397. Naghiyeva Sara Ramiz gizi 1969 

398. Nabiyev Mahaddin Hasan oglu 1952 

399. Nabiyev Hasan Garash oglu 1930 

400. Nabiyeva Sakina Nabatali gizi 1930 

401. Nazarli Hikmat Baba oglu 1966 

402. Nasirova Tatyana Dmitriyevna 1952 

403. Hasanov Shiraslan Mamish oglu 1952 
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404. Novruzov Alesger Khanlar oglu 1949 

405. Nuriyev Hafiz Yusif oglu 1962 

406. Nishana Khodjaly 1990 

407. Najafov Asgar Hidayat oglu 1940 

408. Nasibov Ramiz Sari oglu 1961 

409. Novruzov Akbar Jannat oglu 1956 

410. Nuriyev Aydin Nariman oglu 1930 

411. Najafov Alov Nasib oglu 1966 

412. Novruzov Novruz Maharram oglu 1937 

413. Novruzova Adila Mahammad gizi 1937 

414. Novruzov Zakir Novruz oglu 1971 

415. Novruzova Rahila Novruz gizi 1975 

416. Novruzova Rubaba Novruz gizi 1977 

417. Nurmammadov Huseyn Rza oglu 1927 

418. Nurmammadova Pakiza Islam gizi 1936 

419. Orujov Javan Janan oglu 1976 

420. Orujova Malahat Ali gizi 1975 

421. Orujova Malak Ali gizi 1968 

422. Orujova Natavan Nabi gizi 1989 

423. Orujov Fazil Anvar oglu 1981 

424. Orujova Irada Ali gizi 1964 

425. Orujova Tamara Yunus gizi 1944 

426. Orujov Telman Anvar oglu 1957 

427. Orujova Khayala Telman gizi 1986 

428. Orujov Elman Anvar oglu 1956 

429. Orujov Faig Ali oglu 1954 

430. Orujova Gozal Heydar gizi 1931 

431. Orujov Miryusif Karim oglu 1940 

432. Orujov Rafig Miryusif oglu 1972 

433. Pashayev Alexander Tapdig oglu 1932 

434. Pashayev Aladdin Bahlul oglu 1961 

435. Pazliyev Gadim Pazli oglu 1953 

436. Rzayev Janpolad Yagub oglu 1965 

437. Rashidov Abil Mahammad oglu 1941 

438. Rashidov Nazim Adil oglu 1972 

439. Rustamov Fizuli Salah oglu 1966 

440. Rajabov Jabrayil Mehdi oglu 1961 

441. Rzayev Tapdig Kochari oglu 1964 

442. Rzayev Ildirim Barat oglu 1970 

443. Rustamov Eldar Amir oglu 1988 

444. Sadigova Chichak Jalil gizi 1928 

445. Salahov Mammad Abdul oglu 1931 

446. Salahova Zahra Aliabbas gizi 1932 

447. Salimov Araz Bahadur oglu 1960 

448. Salimov Tofig Seydi oglu 1968 

449. Salimov Bahadur Mikayil oglu 1928 

450. Salimov Fakhraddin Bahadur oglu 1958 

451. Salimov Mikayil Bahadur oglu 1970 

452. Salimov Khazar Siyavush oglu 1974 

453. Salimova Adila Allahverdi gizi 1930 

454. Salimov Seydi Mikayil oglu 1934 
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455. Salimova Tamilla Aghamirza gizi 1936 

456. Samadov Hamid Vaylar oglu 1958 

457. Samadov Tariyel Vaylar oglu 1964 

458. Safarova Pari Mukhtar gizi 1930 

459. Safiyeva Gozal Vali gizi 1923 

460. Safiyev Elkhan Nasib oglu 1961 

461. Safiyev Sarvan Elkhan oglu 1991 

462. Suleymanova Nubar Lalakishi gizi 1953 

463. Salahov Shakir Shamil oglu 1966 

464. Salahov Natig Faydali oglu 1961 

465. Sadigov Vagif Imamverdi oglu 1952 

466. Safarov Ordukhan Aydin oglu 1961 

467. Safarov Osman Aydin oglu 1964 

468. Salahova Shakar Saday gizi 1963 

469. Salimov Rafael Ilyas oglu 1970 

470. Samadov Gunduz Hidayat oglu 1957 

471. SadigovAvaz Asif oglu 1929 

472. Sadigova Goncha Mammadbaghir gizi 1937 

473. Suleymanov Rashid Surkhay oglu 1951 

474. Safarov Shahverdi Bahlul oglu 1956 

475. Shahveranov Maharram Chovdar oglu 1930 

476. Shahmuradov Teymat Musa oglu 1962 

477. Shukurov Vagif Rasul oglu 1968 

478. Shukurov Akif Rasul oglu 1965 

479. Shukurova Antiga Isfandiyar gizi 1934 

480. Shahmuradov Mubariz Ahhuseyn oglu 1952 

481. Shirinov Elshan Eldar oglu 1965 

482. Shirinov Elshan's six-month son 1991 

483. Shahmuradov Natig Amirkhan oglu 1963 

484. Shahmuradov Namig Amirkhan oglu 1965 

485. Shukurov Vakil Isfandiyar oglu 1947 

486. Shukurov Tofig Zakir oglu 1934 

487. Shahverdiyev Vugar Mammad oglu 1973 

488. Talibov Rahim Khudaverdi oglu 1908 

489. Usubov Zakir Kamran oglu 1965 

490. Usubov Aliyar Kamran oglu 1967 

491. Usubov Elshad Kamran oglu 1974 

492. Usubov Siyavush Ramiz oglu 1971 

493. Usubova Shargiya Usub gizi 1948 

494. Valiyeva Nazila Kamil gizi 1966 

495. Valiyev Aghasif Zakir oglu 1986 

496. Valiyev Firdovsi Fazil oglu 1966 

497. Valiyev Ali Iman oglu 1962 

498. Valiyeva Guldana Zakir gizi 1989 

499. Yusifova Natavan Panah gizi 1988 

500. Yusifov Hamid Mahaddin oglu 1962 

501. Zamanov Novruz Gulu oglu 1936 

502. Zeynalov Tofig Asian oglu 1959 

503. Zeynalov Eldar Asian oglu 1963 

504. Zeynalov Nadir Asian oglu 1968 

505. Zeynalova Aynura Tofig gizi 1986 
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506. Zeynalov Mammad Mikayil oglu 1948 

507. Zeynalov Osman Bahadur oglu 1959 

508. Zeynalov Tahir Bahadur oglu 1963 

 

Among the martyrs of Khojaly, there were also over hundred people from over three-hundred builders 

and specialists of other fields coming to Khojaly from various regions of our Republic. However, due to 

failure of fixation of their data in the stored documents it was impossible to make a list of the names of people 

in this row. 
 
 



 

23 

Administrative Department of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I B R A R Y 

Tragedy of the 20th century - 

Khojaly genocide 

 

 

LIST OF FAMILIES COMPLETELY EXECUTED ON FEBRUARY 26, 1992 

DURING KHOJALY GENOCIDE 

 

1)  

1. Mammadov Vagif Shukur oglu - father 1940 

2. Mammadova Afila Ibrahim gizi – mother 1949 

3. Mammadov Jeyhun Vagif oglu – son 1972 

4. Mammadov Azar Vagif oglu – son 1975 

5. Mammadov Niyamaddin Vagif oglu– son 1978 

 
2) 

   

1. Karimov Samran Soltan oglu – father 1924 

2. Karimova Firangiz Gurban gizi – mother 1935 

3. Karimov Firuz Samran oglu – son 1960 

4. Karimov Soltan Samran oglu – son 1969 

 
3) 

   

1. Aliyev Firdovsi Isa oglu – father 1956 

2. Aliyeva Heyran Murshud gizi – mother 1962 

3. Aliyev Elchin Firdovsi oglu – son 1982 

4. Aliyev Elgiz Firdovsi oglu – son 1984 

 
4) 

   

1. Ganbarov Garaslan Garay oglu – father 1939 

2. Ganbarov Valida Boran gizi – mother 1941 

3. Ganbarov Nadir Garaslan oglu – son 1971 

 
5) 

   

1. Ganbarov Safar Garaslan oglu – father 1961 

2. Ganbarov Matanat Haji gizi – mother 1967 

3. Ganbarov Emin Safar oglu – son 1986 

4. Ganbarova Esmira Safar gizi – daughter 1985 

 
6.) 

   

1. Huseynov Mirsiyab Hazratgulu oglu – husband 1922 

2. Huseynova Minash Jumshud gizi – wife 1934 

 
7) 

   

1. Hasanova Gunesh Abdul gizi – mother 1910 

2. Hasanova Gatiba Mirsiyab gizi – daughter 1951 

 
8) 

   

1. Huseynov Huseyn Ismayil oglu – father 1934 

2. Huseynova Aziz Alish gizi – mother 1946 

3. Huseynov Khoshbekht Huseyn oglu – son 1963 

4. Huseynova Nasiba Huseyn gizi – daughter 1982 

5. Huseynov Tajir Huseyn oglu – son 1972 
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6. Huseynova Susan Huseyn gizi – daughter 1971 
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LIST OF THE CHILDREN DIED IN KHOJALY GENOCIDE 

 

1.  Agayev Allahverdi Sattar oglu 1982 

2.  Agayarova Sevinj Isaac gizi 1985 

3.  Agayarov Nabi Isaac oglu 1981 

4.  Agayarov Roman Isaac oglu 1986 

5.  Abishov Chingiz Nazim oglu 1985 

6.  Abishova Chinara Nazim gizi 1982 

7.  Allahverdiyev Bahram Hidayat oglu 1976 

8.  Allahverdiyev Mahir Novruz oglu 1974 

9.  Aslanova Elnara Tofig gizi 1978 

10. Jafarov Nusrat Fazil oglu 1975 

11. Jafarov Samir Tajir oglu 1987 

12. Chobanova Nazakat Tapdig gizi 1984 

13. Aliyev Elchin Firdovsi oglu 1982 

14. Aliyev Elgiz Firdovsi oglu 1984 

15. Aliyev Sabuhi Jahangir oglu 1978 

16. Aliyev Salim 1985 

17. Azimov Natig Abbasgulu oglu 1986 

18. Amirova Yegana Tavakkul gizi 1986 

19. Hasanov Elgun Nazim oglu 1988 

20. Hasanova Aygun Nazim gizi 1991 

21. Huseynov Rajab Elkhan oglu 1984 

22. Huseynova Shabnam Elkhan gizi 1986 

23. Huseynov Mahsar Elkhan oglu 1991 

24. Hasanova Latafat Hasan gizi 1976 

25. Humbatova Simuzar Jalil gizi 1976 

26. Humbatova Anahid Eldar gizi 1979 

27. Huseynov Emin Alexander oglu 1975 

28. Huseynova Nasiba Huseyn gizi 1982 

29. Huseynova Maral Kamil gizi 1985 

30. Huseynova Saadat Gadim gizi 1974 

31. Hasanov Tajir Eldar oglu 1990 

32. Ibrahimova Fatma 1990 

33. Nishana Khojaly 1990 

34. Khalilova Lala Tahir gizi 1988 

35. Guliyeva Parvana Garyaghdi gizi 1979 

36. Guliyev Shukur Garyaghdi oglu 1985 

37. Guliyeva Nurana Garyaghdi gizi 1981 

38. Gambarova Esmira Safar gizi 1985 

39. Gambarov Emin Safar oglu 1986 

40. Guliyev Mikayil Zahid oglu 1975 

41. Guliyev Samir Taleh oglu 1990 

42. Guliyeva Sevinj Akbar gizi 1985 

43. Mammadov Jeyhun Vagif oglu 1975 

44. Mammadov Niyamaddin Vagif oglu 1978 

45. Mammadov Azer Vagif oglu 1974 

46. Mammadov Zahir Ramiz oglu 1975 

47. Mehdiyeva Gulmira Murad gizi 1989 
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48. Mehdiyeva Aysel Murad gizi 1987 

49. Orujova Malahat Ali gizi 1975 

  

50. Orujov Javan Janan oglu 1976 

51. Orujova Khayala Telman gizi 1986 

52. Orujova Natavan Nabi gizi 1989 

53. Salimov Khazar Siyavush oglu 1974 

54. Safiyev Sarvan Elkhan oglu 1991 

55. Usubov Elshad Kamran oglu 1974 

56. Valiyev Aghasif Zakir oglu 1988 

57. Zeynalova Aynura Tofig gizi 1986 

58. Yusufova Natavan Panah gizi 1988 

59. Rustamov Eldar Amir oglu 1988 

60. Huseynova Shakar Eldar gizi 1984 

61. Ismayilova Matanat Akif gizi 1985 

62. Alakberov Sakhavat Tavakkul oglu 1988 

63. Aliyev Elshan Abil oglu 1987 
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LIST OF THE CHILDREN HAVING LOST ONE OF THEIR PARENTS AT THE 

KHOJALY TRAGEDY 

 

  

1. Alimammadov Parviz Namig oglu  1992 

2. Garayeva Lamiya Yusifali gizi 1988 

3. Garayev Ramil Yusifali oglu  1990 

4. Guliyev Zahir Tahir oglu  1987 

5. Guliyev Shamkir Tahir oglu  1988 

6. Hasanova Natavan Rovshan gizi  1981 

7. Hasanov Ravan Rovshan oglu  1985 

8. Hasanova Nigar Rovshan gizi  1990 

9. Pashayeva Guiana Elshad gizi  1989 

10. Pashayeva llaha Elshad gizi  1991 

11. Shahmuradova Khatira Neymat gyzy  1982 

12. Shahmuradova Konul Neymat gizi  1990 

13 Shahmuradov Elchin Neymat oglu  1992 

14. Ismayilov Intigam Ingilab oglu  1986 

15. Ismayilova Tunzala Ingilab gizi  1988 

16. Ismayilov Alekber Ingilab oglu  1990 

17. Nasibov Fazil Ramiz oglu  1990 

18. Nasibova Jamila Ramiz gizi  1988 

19. Guliyev Emin Akbar oglu  1988 

20. Guliyev Akbar Akbar oglu  1992 

21. Hagverdiyev Bakhtiyar David oglu  1978 

22. Hagverdiyeva Jeyhuna David gizi 1979 

23. Hagverdiyeva Mehri David gizi  1981 

24. Hagverdiyeva Solmaz David gizi 1984 

25. Hagverdiyev Yashar David oglu 1986 

26. Huseynova Azada Rashid gizi 1987 

27. Huseynov Samir Rashid oglu 1990 

28. Aliyev Tariyel Abulfat oglu 1986 

29. Aliyeva Gulnar Abulfat gizi 1988 

30. Jabbarli Nijat Azad oglu 1991 

31. Jabbarli Fuad Azad oglu 1990 

32. Mammadov Ruslan Mammad oglu 1987 

33. Mammadov Hasan Mammad oglu 1983 

34. Samadov Ilkin Tariyel oglu 1987 

35. Samadova Sevinj Tariyel gizi 1988 

36. Karimli Kamran Sultan oglu 1994 

37. Salmanova Nahida Bahman gizi 1987 

38. Samadov Elchin Hamid oglu 1981 

39. Bahmanov Sakhavat Vagif oglu 1980 

40. Huseynova Vusala Shakir gizi 1983 

41. Huseynov Algayit Shakir oglu 1992 

42. Alasgarova Ayshan Vahid gizi 1988 

43. Alasgarova Shahrun Vahid gizi 1990 

44. Imani Foziya Aghababa gizi 1981 

45. Imani Nasir Aghababa oglu 1987 

46. Mammadov Ali Ali oglu 1992 

47. Mahmudov Nijat Akif oglu 1989 

48. Mahmudov Elchin Akif oglu 1991 
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49. Gasimov Totig Yashar oglu 1980 

50. Gasimova Gulshan Yashar gizi 1991 

51. Azimov Jeyhun Abbasgulu oglu 1981 

52. Kazimov Tural Asif oglu 1990 

53. Kazimova Peri Asif gizi 1992 

54. Ismayilova Yegana Ismayil gizi 1981 

55. Ismayilov Amil Ismayil oglu 1983 

56. Ismayilova Gunel Ismayil gizi 1987 

57. Mehraliyev Nasimi Ali oglu 1980 

58. Mehraliyev Ilgar Ali oglu 1986 

59. Abbasova Saadat Taleh gizi 1983 

60. Abbasov Zaur Taleh oglu 1986 

61. Abbasov Ziya Taleh oglu 1981 

62. Huseynov Samir Bakir oglu 1981 

63. Jafarova Samira Tajir gizi 1990 

64. Behbudov Vagif Vagif oglu 1992 

65. Ahmadova Vusala Elmar gizi 1986 

66. Ahmadova Afsana Elmar gizi 1987 

67. Ahmadova Salatin Elmar gizi 1991 

68. Aghayev Nijat Vidadi oglu 1989 

69. Hajiyeva Zarina Akif gizi 1982 

70. Hajiyeva Irada Akif gizi 1990 

71. Mammadov Ismayil Vagif oglu 1988 

72. Mammadova Maya Vagif gizi 1985 

73. Mammadova Vusala Vagif gizi 1981 

74. Mammadova Suraya Vagif gizi 1990 

75. Hasanov Babek Shohrat oglu 1980 

76. Huseynova Yasamen Tofig gizi 1980 

77. Huseynova Afsana Tofig gizi 1982 

78. Huseynov Murad Tofig oglu 1985 

79. Orujova Lamiya Nabi gizi 1988 

80. Abbasov Aladdin Kamran oglu 1981 

81. Abbasova Banovsha Kamran gizi 1983 

82. Abbasov Nariman Kamran oglu 1986 

83. Abbasov Akbar Kamran oglu 1987 

84. Gojayeva Samira Loghman gizi 1981 

85. Gojayeva Arif Loghman oglu 1985 

86. Gojayev Gudrat Loghman oglu 1990 

87. Sadigova Chinara Huseyn gizi 1989 

88. Sadigova Zulfiyya Huseyn gizi 1991 

89. Sadigov Elmaddin Vagif oglu 1985 

90. Sadigov Tapdig Vagif oglu 1988 

91. Salahov Vusal Namig oglu 1990 

92. Salahova Ulviyya Namig gizi 1991 

93. Mehdiyeva Sevinj Javanshir gizi 1991 

94. Mehdiyeva Ilaha Javanshir gizi 1993 

95. Zeynalova Maya Mammad gizi 1982 

96. Javadov Vatan Vagif oglu 1992 

97. Hajiyeva Ayshan Allahverdi gizi 1994 

98. Jabbarov Sadraddin Khidir oglu 1991 

99. Jabbarov Khidir Khidir oglu 1992 

100. Abbasova Khayala Yunus gizi 1982 

101. Abbasova Elnara Yunus gizi 1984 



 

Administrative Department of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I B R A R Y 

Tragedy of the 20th century 

- Khojaly genocide 

 

 

29 

 

102. Abbasova Vafa Yunus gizi 1987 

103. Javadova Goychay Amir gizi 1983 

104. Mirzayeva Kamala Kamal gizi 1986 

105. Mirzayev Tural Kamal oglu 1987 

106. Hasanov Kamaleddin Vahid oglu 1986 

107. Hasanov Elmaddin Vahid oglu 1988 

108. Hasanova Aygun Vahid gizi 1990 

109. Zeynalli Zabit Tahir oglu 1990 

110. Zeynalli Tahira Tahir gizi 1991 

111. Shukurova Nazli Vakil gizi 1985 

112. Shukurov Bazirgan Vakil oglu 1988 

113. Shukurova Shahnaz Vakil gizi 1989 

114. Shukurov Javidan Vakil oglu 1990 

115. Ahmadov Valeh Vagif oglu 1986 

116. Ahmadov Taghi Valeh oglu 1990 

117. Ahmadov Vahid Vagif oglu 1991 

118. Zeynalova Sevda Osman gizi 1986 

119. Zeynalova Elza Osman gizi 1988 

120. Zeynalov Seymur Osman oglu 1990 

121. Zeynalova Aybeniz Osman gizi 1991 

122. Aliyeva Khatira Ilham gizi 1985 

123. Shahmuradov Farid Natig oglu 1985 

124. Amirkhanli Gunel Natig gizi 1989 

125. Samadov Sabuhi Gunduz oglu 1986 

126. Samadov Parviz Gunduz oglu 1988 

127. Safarova Vusala Ordukhan gizi 1986 

128. Safarova Vafa Ordukhan gizi 1987 

129. Safarov Kanan Shahverdi oglu 1990 

130. Hasanov Rahman Telman oglu 1985 

131. Hasanov Mehman Telman oglu 1987 

132. Hasanova Hijran Telman gizi 1988 

133. Hasanov Felmar Telman oglu 1989 

134. Hasanova Tonga Telman gizi 1991 

135. Guliyev Idris Islam oglu 1989 

136. Guliyeva Matanat Islam gizi 1990 

137. Rzayeva Aynur Tapdig gizi 1990 

138. Rzayev Kanan Tapdig oglu 1991 

139. Salahov Elshad Asgar oglu 1983 

140. Salahov Elshan Asgar oglu 1985 

141. Salahov Hadjy Askar oglu 1988 

142. Salahova Matanat Asgar gizi 1990 

143. Salahov Vusal Natig oglu 1986 

144. Salahova Ulviyya Natig gizi 1988 

145. Huseynov Galib Huseyn oglu 1983 

146. Huseynov Jeyhun Huseyn oglu 1985 

147. Huseynov Magsud Huseyn oglu 1987 

148. Huseynova Konul Huseyn gizi 1989 

149. Garayeva Rafiga Asif gizi 1989 

150. Garayev Maarif Asif oglu 1991 

151. Babayev Sayad Babir oglu 1986 

152. Babayeva Iltima Babir gizi 1987 

153. Babayeva Minura Babir gizi 1990 

154. Shukurova Zamina Vakil gizi 1991 
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155. Guliyev Anar Matlab oglu 1986 

156. Guliyeva Lala Matlab gizi 1988 

157. Guliyev Alim Matlab oglu 1990 

158. Mehraliyev Ali Ali oglu 1990 

159. Humbatov Avaz Bahlul oglu 1986 

160. Guliyev Khazani Shukur oglu 1979 

161. Asgarov Kanan Khazani oglu 1985 

162. Asgarov Khayyam Khazani oglu 1988 

163. Asgarov Sanan Khazani oglu 1990 

164. Asgarov Aghakishi Khazani oglu 1993 

165. Hasanov Nasir Tabil oglu 1987 

166. Hasanova Durdana Tabil gizi 1989 

167. Hasanova Gandab Tabil gizi  1991 

168. Bayramov Kamal Jalal oglu 1984 

169. Bayramova Zarifa Jalal gizi 1985 

170 Bayramova Sveta Jalal gizi 1980 

171. Mammadova Sara Gasim gizi 1980 

172. Zeynalov Elnur Eldar oglu 1986 

173. Zeynalov Eyvaz Eldar oglu 1989 

174. Hasanov Murad Ali oglu 1982 

175. Hasanova Bahar Ali gizi 1987 

176. Hasanova Gozal Ali gizi 1990 

177. Salimova Aygun Araz gizi 1987 

178. Salimova Aytekin Araz gizi 1986 

179. Salimov Ilgar Araz oglu 1989 

180. Alekberov Amid Tavakkul oglu 1982 

181. Zeynalov Elshad Tofig oglu 1981 

182. Usubov Elmir Zakir oglu 1991 

183. Usubova Narmin Zakir gizi 1992 

184. Guliyeva Zarifa Taleh gizi 1992 

185. Imani Nabib Malik oglu 1980 

186. Ismayilova Ulviyya Vidadi gizi 1992 

187. Safiyeva Susan Elkhan gizi 1988 

188. Mammadov Ramil Yasha oglu 1980 

189. Mammadova Elnara Yasha gizi 1981 

190. Mammadova Samira Yasha gizi 1987 

191. Mammadov Amil Yasha oglu 1992 

192. Allahverdiyeva Gunel Ziyadkhan gizi 1988 

193. Allahverdiyev Anar Ziyadkhan oglu 1990 

194. Allahverdiyev Gabil Ziyadkhan oglu 1992 

195. Allahverdiyev Elgiz Novruz oglu 1979 

196. Amirli Vusal Kamil oglu 1988 

197. Amirli Aytaj Kamil gizi 1991 

198. Amirli Amil Kamil oglu 1992 

199. Muradov Zahid Zahid oglu 1992 

200. Chobanov Teymur Tapdig oglu 1979 

201. Chobanov Seymur Tapdig oglu 1980 

202. Hashimova Nishana Salim gizi 1992 

203. Azizov Galib Huseyn oglu 1980 

204. Azizov Vugar Huseyn oglu 1984 

205. Azizova Rahila Ibrahim gizi 1981 

206. Abbasova Zemfira Valiyaddin gizi 1987 

207. Abbasova Reyhan Valiyaddin gizi 1990 
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208. Nabiyeva Tutu Mahaddin gizi 1980 

209. Hasanov Ibrahim Ramil oglu 1981 

210. Karimova Firangiz Frunz gizi 1986 

211. Mammadova Khatira Vasif gizi 1992 

212. Karimov Intigam Intigam oglu 1992 

213. Hamdiyeva Gulnara Usdab gizi 1986 

214. Hamdiyev Islam Usdab oglu 1987 

215. Hamdiyeva Gulara Usdab gizi 1988 

216. Hamdiyeva Khalida Usdab gizi 1991 

217. Azizov Alzamin Azim oglu 1980 

218. Aliyeva Khatira Ilham gizi 1992 

219. Aliyeva Ulviyya Rasim gizi 1990 

220. Guliyev Shaig Shamsi oglu 1984 

221. Guliyeva Ilaha Shamsi gizi 1986 

222. Guliyeva Shahnaz Shamsi gizi 1988 

223. Novruzova Piyala Alesger gizi 1981 

224. Novruzov Ulvi Alesger oglu 1983 
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LIST OF THE CHILDREN HAVING LOST BOTH PARENTS 

AT THE KHOJALY TRAGEDY 

 

 

1. Khalilova Hamayil Tahir gizi 1987 

2. Khalilova Khayala Tahir gizi 1992 

3. Gahramanova Nigar Tavakkul gizi 1987 

4. Gahramanova Khazangul Tavakkul gizi 1984 

5. Gahramanov Vusal Tavakkul oglu 1991 

6. Aliyev Mehdi Firdovsi oglu 1990 

7. Huseynova Afsana Tofig gizi 1981 

8. Huseynova Yasamen Tofig gizi 1980 

9. Huseynov Murad Tofig oglu 1983 

10. Orujova Khatira Telman gizi 1983 

11. Orujova Kubra Telman gizi 1989 

12. Orujov Anar Telman oglu 1990 

13. Maharramova Vusala Vagif gizi 1982 

14. Maharramova Sabina Vagif gizi 1978 

15. Maharramov Vusal Vagif oglu 1985 

16. Maharramov Natig Vagif oglu 1980 

17. Maharramov Namig Vagif oglu 1986 

18. Ibrahimov Sabir Alikhan oglu 1981 

19. Ibrahimov Samir Alikhan oglu 1984 

20. Hamidova Nigar Sabir gizi 1980 

21. Hamidov Mubariz Sabir oglu 1978 

22. Hamidov Mushfig Sabir oglu 1976 

23. Hamidov Eldaniz Sabir oglu 1980 

24. Huseynov Yashar Huseyn oglu 1978 

25. Huseynov Adalat Huseyn oglu 1983 
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MISSING PEOPLE 

 

 

1. Aslanova Elnara Tofig gizi 1978 

2. Asadov Yalchin Asif oglu 1957 

3. Aliyev Firdovsi Isa oglu 1956 

4. Aliyeva Heyran Murshud gizi 1962 

5. Aliyev Elchin Firdovsi oglu 1982 

6. Aliyev Elgiz Firdovsi oglu 1984 

7. Pashayev Aladdin Bahlul oglu 1961 

8. Karimov Intigam Shahmali oglu 1960 

9. Azizov Azim Mashadi oglu 1911 

10. Mammadov Zahir Ramiz oglu 1975 

11. Mammadov Razmik Suren oglu 1965 

12. Hasanova Gunash Abdul gizi 1910 

13. Hasanova Makhmar Alakbar gizi 1942 

14. Hasanova Gatiba Mirsahib gizi 1951 

15. Guliyeva Sara Huseyn gizi  1955 

16. Guliyeva Ravana Garyaghdi gizi  1979 

17. Guliyeva Nurana Garyaghdi gizi  1981 

18. Guliyev Shukur Garyaghdi oglu  1985 

19. Huseynov Chingiz Usub oglu  1955 

20. Allahyarov Etibar Balaoghlan oglu  1968 

21. Aghayarov Nabi Isak oglu  1981 

22. Aghayarova Sevinj Isak gizi  1985 

23. Aghayarov Roman Isak oglu  1986 

24. Mehdiyeva Gulmira Murad gizi  1989 

25. Shahverdiyev Vugar Mammad oglu  1973 

26. Guliyev Zakir Latif oglu  1965 

27. Mammadov Saday Suleyman oglu  1936 

28. Gambarova Matanat Haji gizi  1967 

29. Gambarov Safar Garsalan oglu  1961 

30. Gambarov Nadir Garsalan oglu  1971 

31. Gambarova Valida Boran gizi  1941 

32. Gambarov Garsalan Garay oglu  1939 

33. Gambarova Esmira Safar gizi  1985 

34. Gambarov Emin Safar oglu  1986 

35. Allahverdiyev Ziyadkhan Salah oglu  1957 

36. Allahverdiyev Novruz Salah oglu  1947 

37. Allahverdiyev Mahir Novruz oglu  1974 

38. Usubov Aliyar Kamran oglu  1967 

39. Usubov Elshad Kamran oglu  1974 

40. Usubov Zakir Kamran oglu  1965 

41. Usubov Siyavush Ramiz oglu 1971 

42. Zeynalov Tofig Asian oglu  1959 

43. Zeynalov Eldar Asian oglu  1963 

44. Safiyev Elkhan Nasib oglu  1961 

45. Hamidova Kifayat Chirag gizi  1956 

46. Baghirov Elshan Hasan oglu  1965 

47. Huseynova Mehriban Allahverdi gizi  1965 
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48. Huseynov Rajab Elkhan oglu  1984 

49. Huseynova Shabnam Elkhan gizi  1986 

50. Huseynov Meshar Elkhan oglu  1991 

51. Mammadov Kamil Amir oglu  1958 

52. Mustafayeva Yakhshi Mehdigulu gizi  1900 

53. Aliyev Ulfat Iman oglu  1974 

54. Huseynova Rasmiya Alexander gizi  1968 

55. Huseynov Emin Alexander oglu  1975 

56. Aghalarov Sadig Shirkhan oglu  1932 

57. Aghalarova Gullu Surkhay gizi  1934 

58. Samadov Tariyel Baylar oglu 1964 

59. Abbasov Valiyaddin Umidvar oglu  1963 

60. Jafarov Mahammadali Valikishi oglu  1895 

61. Jafarova Baghdad Hasan gizi  1910 

62. Salimova Odelya Allahverdi gizi  1930 

63. Aliyeva Khavar Yusif gizi  1928 

64. Aliyeva Svetlana Javanshir gizi 1957 

65. Orujov Fazil Anvar oglu  1981 

66. Salimov Seydi Mikayil oglu  1934 

67. Huseynova Makhmar Gurban gizi  1949 

68. Mikayilov Mirsahib Hasrat oglu  1922 

69. Huseynova Minash Jumshud gizi  1934 

70. Huseynov Bakir Mirsahib oglu  1956 

71. Behbudova Surayya Ibrahim gizi  1930 

72. Behbudova Gulnar Yusif gizi  1962 

73. Behbudova Gulbahar Yusif gizi  1968 

74. Abishova Mahbuba Gurban gizi  1960 

75. Abishova Chinara Nazim gizi  1982 

76. Abishov Chingiz Nazim oglu  1985 

77. Abishova Madina Badirkhan gizi 1908 

78. Karimov Sultan Samran oglu 1969 

79. Abishova Minara Rahim gizi  1910 

80. Abishov Mobil Movsum oglu  1968 

81. Ismayilov Ibish Karim oglu  1938 

82. Maharramov Vagif Jamil oglu  1951 

83. Maharramova Basira Ali gizi  1956 

84. Ismayilova Manzar Mashdi gizi  1908 

85. Hasanov Rovshan Gachay oglu  1958 

86. Ibrahimov Alikhan Khalil oglu  1955 

87. Ibrahimova Fatima Mashadi gizi  1959 

88. Abdulov Elmar Isgandar oglu 1949 

89. Abdulov Zahid Elmar oglu  1973 

90. Alakbarov Asgar Gurban oglu  1930 

91. Aghayev Allahverdi Sattar oglu  1982 

92. Aslanova Gulsabah Gayyum gizi  1972 

93. Hajiyev Suleyman Latif oglu  1949 

94. Mammadov Vagif Shukur oglu  1940 

95. Mammadova Afila Ibrahim gizi  1949 

96. Mammadov Azer Vagif oglu  1972 

97. Mammadov Jeyhun Vagif oglu  1975 

98. Mammadov Niyamaddin Vagif oglu  1978 

99. Alimammadov Vagif Shahmali oglu  1962 

100. Hagverdiyev Shahin Mashadi oglu  1962 
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101. Shahmuradov Neymat Musa oglu  1962 

102. Mammadova Saltanat Zulal gizi 1931 

103. Mammadova Latifa Ibad gizi 1958 

104. Aliyev Sabahi Jahangir oglu  1978 

105. Aliyev Salim Jahangir oglu  1985 

106. Orujov Javan Janan oglu  1976 

107. Guliyev Natig Valiyaddin oglu  1972 

108. Garayev Usubali Suleyman oglu  1961 

109. Abdilov Mazahir Yagub oglu  1960 

110. Salimova Tamila Aghamali gizi  1936 

111. Salimov Khazar Siyavush oglu 1974 

112. Mammadov Shovkat Ibad gizi 1964 

113. Jafarov Samir Tajir oglu  1987 

114. Bidzinov Zeynali Mammad oglu 1926 

115. Boranov Magsud Ali oglu  1928 

116. Abbasova Hamayil Janish gizi  1940 

117. Abbasova Sughra Alish gizi 1917 

118. Valiyeva Nazila Kamil gizi 1966 

119. Valiyev Aghasaf Zakir oglu  1986 

120. Valiyeva Guldana Zakir gizi  1989 

121. Huseynov Vugar Hilal oglu 1971 

122. Ilyasov Mahammad Ilyas oglu  1940 

123. Ahmadova Sarvinaz Mukhtar gizi  1900 

124. Ilyasov Ahmad Mammad oglu  1968 

125. Ahmadov Natig Ilyas oglu  1968 

126. Alimammadov Faig Shahmali oglu  1969 

127. Mammadov Mammad Rahim oglu  1935 

128. Mammadov Sohbat Mammad oglu  1976 

129. Binaliyev Alili Gulali oglu 1967 

130. Binaliyev Jabbar Gulali oglu 1969 

131. Badirov Ali Rais oglu  1968 

132. Mammadov Aydin Gurban oglu  1964 

133. Shahveranov Maharram Jodar oglu  1930 

134. Nasirova Tatyana Dmitriyevna  1952 

135. Budish Dmitri Nikolayevich  1930 

136. Humbatova Simuzar Jannat gizi  1976 

137. Humbatov Mughan Jalil oglu  1973 

138. Huseynov Huseyn Ismayil oglu  1934 

139. Huseynov Aziz Alish oglu  1956 

140. Huseynova Khoshbakht Huseyn gizi  1963 

141. Huseynova Susan Huseyn gizi  1971 

142. Huseynova Emma Huseyn gizi  1969 

143. Huseynov Zohrab Huseyn oglu  1971 

144. Azizov Mehman Gudrat oglu  1959 

145. Jafarov Nusrat Fazil oglu 1975 

146. Hashimov Shovkat Shukur oglu  1943 

147. Aghayev Vidadi Shamsaddin oglu  1960 

148. Shahmuradov Namig Amirkhan oglu 1965 

149. Alasgarov Mazahir Maharram oglu 1969 

150. Aliyev Ayaz Elman oglu  1971 

151. Zeynalov Osman Bahadur oglu  1959 

152. Rzayev Ildirim Barat oglu  1970 

153. Guliyev Shukur Barhudar oglu  1949 
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154. Guliyeva Makhmar Khanlar gizi 1930 

155. Huseynova Gizbas Mardan gizi 1934 

 

 

 

Source: Havva Mammadova: Khojaly;  

Victims and Witnesses. Publishing House  

“House of Tales”, Baku - 2005, p. 63-91. 
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LIST OF OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS OF 366TH REGIMENT 

PARTICIPATING IN THE KHOJALY GENOCIDE 

 
1.  Zarvigorov Yuri Yuriyevich – was born on 02.03.1955 in Lugovaya station of Jambul settlement of 

Kazakhstan. Commander of regiment 366; 

2.  Chitchiyan Valeriy Asaakovich – vice-chairman of headquarters of 1
st   

battalion of regiment 

366, major; 

3.  Ayriyan Vachagan Grigoryevich – major, chairman of regiment intelligence; 

4.  Ohanyan Seyran Mushegovich – was born in 1961, commander of 2
nd 

battalion of the regiment, major; 

5.  Arutyunov Alexander Alexandrovich - major, deputy of the commander of 2
nd 

battalion; 

6.  Akopyan Nerses Grantovich – chief lieutenant, commander of the 2 company of 1
st 

battalion; 

7.  Arutyunyan Vladislav Vladimirovich – captain, commander of the 2
nd 

battalion; 

8.  Baylaryan Armen Volodiyevich – warrant officer, technician of 1
st 

company; 

9.  Ayrapetyan Vachik Gurgenovich – sergeant-major of 3
rd 

company; 

10. Mirzoyan Vachik Grantovich - sergeant-major of 3
rd 

company; 

11. Shikhanyan Andrew Artyushevich – organization commander of 1st
 
battalion; 

12. Khachaturyan - sergeant-major of 6
th  

company; 

13. Abramyan V.V – head technician of 2
nd 

battalion, warrant officer; 

14. Baylaryan Sergey Yurikovich – troop commander of 2
nd 

battalion; 

15. Danilyan Armen Barinovich – sergeant-major of 7
th 

company; 

16. Avanesyan – chief technician of 2
nd 

company; 

17. Zakharyan – troop commander of the anti-aircraft company, warrant officer; 

18. Bagdasaryan Valeri – sergeant-major of tank company; 

19. Kisabayyan Grigoriy Akopovich – troop commander in communication company, warrant officer; 

20. Arustamyan - chief technician in the communication company; 

21. Amelyan Garik – head of the canteen, warrant officer; 

22. Avenesyan Robik – head of the good depot, chief warrant officer; 

23. Arutyunyan Kamo Rafaelovich – troop commander of the repair company, warrant officer; 

24. Musaelyan – troop commander of the repair company; 

25. Sarkisyan Alexander – chief technician of the repair company, warrant officer; 

26. Osipov Yuri – head of the rocket artillery depot; 

27. Simonyan Valeri – sergeant-major of material supplies company; 

28. Petrosyan Ashot – head of the secret unit, warrant officer; 

29. Nabokikh Yevgeniy – major, commander of 3
rd 

battalion (his wife is Armenian); 

30. Likhodey Igor Ivanovich – commander of artillery division, captain; 

31. Miroshnichenko Igor – commander of material supplies company, head lieutenant; 

32. Smagin – lieutenant, commander of tank division; 

33. Kuznetsov Andrew – commander of chemical defense company, lieutenant; 

34. Garmash Viktor - head lieutenant, commander of tank company; 

35. Belyazin – troop commander of tank company, lieutenant; 

36. Mirmehdiyev – commander of 3
rd 

company, head lieutenant; 

37. Fotimski – commander of 3
rd 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 

38. Bugayenko – 3
rd 

troop commander of 4
th 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, lieutenant; 

39. Potapov – commander of 4
th 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 

40. Krut – commander of the 6
th 

company f 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 

41. Savintsev - commander of 4
th 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, lieutenant; 

42. Dobranski – intelligence troop commander of 4
th 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, lieutenant; 

43. Bobolev – headquarters head of 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 

44. Minin – deputy of commander of 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 

45. Tevosyan - commander of 5
th 

company of 2
nd 

battalion, captain; 
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46. Bogachev – officer of 3
rd 

battalion, head lieutenant; 

47. Kurchatov – officer of 3
rd 

battalion, head lieutenant; 

48. Maftullin - officer of 3
rd 

battalion, head lieutenant; 

49. Kuzmanovich - officer of 3
rd 

battalion, head lieutenant; 

50. Ivanov - officer of 3
rd 

battalion, captain; 

51. Matveyev – commander of artillery division of the 3
rd 

battalion, captain. 
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WITNESSES 

 
Daud Kheyriyan, “For the sake of Cross…”, page 24, published by “Ash-Sharg” (East) 

Agency in Beirut: 

“… Sometimes we happened to march on dead bodies. In order to cross a swamp near 

Dashbulag, we have paved a road composed of dead bodies. I refused to march on dead bodies. Then 

colonel Oganyan ordered me not to scare. It is one of military laws. I have pressed my one foot onto the 

breast of a wounded girl aged 9 or 10 years and marched… 

My legs, my photo camera were in blood…” 

 

Daud Kheyriyan, “For the sake of Cross…” page 62 and 63: 

“… the Armenian group “Gaflan” (dealing with burning of dead bodies) have collected 100 dead 

bodies of Turks (Azerbaijani) and burned them in a place located one kilometer from Khojaly to the West on 

March 2… I saw girl aged 10 and wounded in hands and in head lying in last truck. Her face was already 

of a blue color. However, she was still alive despite of hunger, coldness and wounds. She had a little 

breath. I cannot forget her eyes striving with death… Suddenly a soldier called Tigranyan took that body 

and thrown it on other dead bodies… Then they have burned dead bodies. It seemed to me that someone 

was crying in fire between dead bodies… After all, I could not go further. However, I wanted to see 

Shusha… I returned. And they continued their battles for the sake of Cross….” 

 

KHATIRA TELMAN ORUJOVA, 8 years old… 

Scars remained forever on a soul of this little 8 years old girl will grind a rock… She recalls that 

awful night… 

We were asleep. Suddenly we heard a strange boom… In that moment, we observed neighboring 

houses torched… We ran down to tunnels. 

How many persons were you? 

My dad, mom and four children. My aunt Sevil was with us. Two neighbors and their two 

children… We spent four hours in tunnel. 

Where did you get that you have remained there for four hours? 

Our neighbor said that we are here for four hours. Then, a man named Shaig came up and said that 

other side of neighborhood in fire, get away to forest and we ran into there. My little sister named 

Khayala was in ma’s hands and other sister was carrying by my pa. 

The night has fallen in forest. Dad said put your watch on six. We were stopped in Nakhchevanik. 

Guides has gone ahead to ask a route, but they did not get an answer. We remained in deep forest. When sun 

was rising, they shoot my mother. Then, the bullets reached my aunt. She was seventeen years old. Her 

name was Sevil. My mother Irada was twenty-six years old. I do not know the age of my father. His name is 

Telman Orujov… 

When Armenians shoot me, my mother was close to me. Her wound did not let us to run away. I was 

lying next to my mother. We lost our dad in forest. Then, suddenly I felt carried by a militiaman to Agdam. 

Khatira’s mother is not with her now to correct her saying. She asked me about her mother… She sent 

me I replied. She is in hospital of Agdam. She was so thoughtful when asking the surname of her mother… 

“Irada Orujova” - came the reply. (I found her surname after she told her story in forest.) She shook 

her head… 

No. My mother holds her maiden surname. Then, tell me her hair, are they soft or short? I did not know 

what to reply… 

If I would reply, I could convince her. At least, I could to see her quiet while medical 

treatment… I was so embarrassed… That was the most awful tragedy… Why I could not tell her 

mother’s hair or surname…? 

 

JEAN-IVE-YUNET, journalist (France) 

...We happened to be the witnesses of Khojaly massacre; we saw the dead bodies of hundreds of 
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civilians- women, children, old-age people and defenders of Khojaly. We managed to fly by helicopter; we 

were taking photographs of everything we saw around Khojaly at a height of a bird's flight. However, 

Armenians started shooting our helicopter and we could not manage to finish our job. That was a terrible 

scene. I heard a lot about wars, about cruelty of German fascists, but Armenians went beyond them, killing 5 

or 6 year-old children, innocent people. We saw a lot of injured people in hospitals; carriages, even in 

kindergarten and school buildings. 

 

V. Belykh “Izvestia” newspaper reporter 

... The dead-bodies exchanged for the alive hostages are occasionally brought to Agdara. You will not 

see it even in a nightmare: pierced out eyes, cut off ears, scalped heads cut off heads. A number of corpses 

were dragged by ropes after the armed personnel earners. There was no limit to humiliation… 

 

SARIYA TALYBOVA, the resident of Khojaly. 

...They brought us to the Armenian cemetery. It is hard for me to describe what happened here. 

Four young Turks-meskhets (they fled from Uzbekistan and took shelter in Azerbaijan - Editor's 

Commentary) were shot dead on the grave of an Armenian armed man to sacrifice for him. Then they cut off 

the dead men's heads. Later the soldiers and Armenian bandits started killing and torturing the children in 

front of their parents. Then the truck arrived and it threw the corpses into the ravine. However, they did not 

satisfy their appetites yet; these predators with human appearance brought two Azerbaijanis wearing national 

army uniform and pierced their eyes with screwdrivers... 

 

Mushfig ALIMAMEDOV, the resident of Khojaly. Escaping from the town, he was injured 

and had been left to lie on the snow for 2 days: 

.... We had guns: machine-guns, rifles, shotguns. We did not have any ammunition or food. We were 

exhausted by a long-term blockade. On February 25, Armenians started shooting at midnight, armed forces 

and vehicles launched the attack. First, they captured the airport and burnt it down. They did not spare 

anyone, either old-age people and women or children. Many people were burned alive in their homes, 

especially near the airport. An awful smell of burned meet haunts me even now... 

Most of town-defenders were killed in action. The survivors were trying to escape in the woods on 

the way to the village of Shelli to break through to Agdam. They were ambushed near the Armenian village of 

Nakhichevanik on the way to Agdam. 

Many people were killed in the ambush near the village. The director of the airport Alif Hadjiyev 

was killed here. He was there to rescue women. He was the one to have organized the efficient work of the 

airport. Armenians had already promised the award for his - life before. 

 

MINESH ALIYEVA, 50, the resident of Khojaly, with a bullet wound in the arm. 

...We wandered along the woods falling through the deep snow. When we were crossing the road, a 

bullet lodged in my arm. I fell down and could not get up. 

A very intensive shooting started from the wood and shelters. Alif grabbed me and started pulling to 

the rear of the road. Then he rushed towards the bushes to hide and started retaliating shooting at 

Armenian armed men. Shooting from the woods ceased for some time. Alif started shouting at the women 

lying on the other side of the road and ordered them to cross the road them to cross the road as soon as 

possible. He used to shoot sporadically and every time he did, the Armenians stopped shooting. About 20 

women managed to run across the road. When Alif started to change the cartridge drum Armenians shot in 

retaliation. At this moment, he was shot through the forehead. It was an awful sight... 
 

ELMAN MAMEDOV, head of the executive power: 

...The storming of the town started with artillery shelling that had been going on for 2 hours. 

Armenian armed men fired from tanks, armed personnel carriers, using shells of Alazan type. We were 

blocked from three sides. The only break out line was Askeran gap. When Armenian infantry soldiers 

launched the attack, everything in Khojaly had been destroyed. Most of its residents had been shot dead. 

We defended the town down in trenches until 2 a.m. We failed to resist any more, the defenders and civilians 
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started retreating. Having crossed the ice-cold river we were moving towards Keteen Mountain. Many people 

died on the way in the woods where they were frozen to death. We were walking until 7 a.m. when we 

came out of the woods near Armenian village of Nakhichevanik. We were trapped in a gorge, where 

Armenians armed with machine-guns and submachine guns were waiting for us in armed personnel 

carriers. That is when the real slaughter began. Armenians just shot and shot innocent defenseless people. 

Many children and women were shot dead here. Some people were fleeing towards the village of Gulably 

where about 200 people were taken hostage. We helped the survivors and some of the residents of the town 

managed to get to Agdam. Seven of my friends with me failed to get out of the ambush, it was too late, but 

we got lucky; we found the cover from fire. We were hiding there from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. Only in the 

evening when -it started snowing we managed to get out of it and reach Agdam early in the morning of 

February 27. 

 

CHINGHIZ MUSTAPHAYEV, Azerbaijan Television reporter: 

… Dozens and dozens of shot dead people, children aged from two to 15, women, old age people. The 

location of the corpses proves that it was a cold-blooded slaughter; there were no signs of resistance or 

attempts to escape. 

Some civilians were-shot separately, the others were killed in groups, or families. Some corpses 

have several wounds but every corpse has at least one wound in the head. It means that the wounded were 

finished off afterwards. 

The camera witnessed several children with their ears cut off. The skin from the left part of the old 

woman's face was missing. Men were scalped. There were corpses with the signs of pillage. 

First time we arrived at the scene of massacre by two war helicopters on February 28. Up from the 

helicopter we saw the mountainside of about 500 metres long filled with corpses. The pilots were scared of 

landing because Armenian bandits controlled the area. However when we managed to land and stepped onto 

the land the shooting started. The Internal Ministry men were to load the corpses and take them to the 

relatives of the dead. They managed to load only four corpses. We were all shocked. Two men after seeing 

so many dead and mutilated corpses fainted. Many people got sick. 

The same thing- happened on March 2, when we flew there with foreign journalists. Many dead-

bodieswere even more mutilated than before. They had been scoffed at for several days... 

 

SANUBAR ALEKPEROVA, the resident of Khojaly 

... Hasanabad, Mehdikend, and Boz-dagy - they were shooting from these places. The land shuddered at 

the sound of armoured infantry vehicles smashing into Khojaly. At first women and children were told to 

hide in the basements. 

Then Elman Mamedov, head of the executive power came and said that we had to escape, otherwise 

w e  would be exterminated. Alif Hadjiyev, director of the airport organized a breakthrough through 

Armenian lines to lead the civilians to Agdam. We were trapped in an ambush near the village of 

Nakhichevanik. I will never forget, what I saw here: there were  

Mountainsides tilled with corpses. My mother was shot dead. My daughters Hidjran and Sevindj were 

injured. At the same moment, the bullet lodged on me. Young women and children perished from the 

wounds on the snow. 

We had radio station with us. We cried, we tried to report what was happening, we begged for help, but 

nobody helped us. 

 

DJAMIL MAMEDOV, the resident of Khojaly. 

Tanks and armed personnel carriers destroyed the houses, smashed f down the people. Armenian bandits 

followed Russian soldiers. I took my 5-year-old grandson and 14.000 roubles and ran towards the woods. I 

took off my clothes and wrapped the child up in them so that he would not die of cold. However, it would not 

help. We had to hide inside the snow with the child. 

In the morning, I realized that the child would not stand the cold any more and I started walking towards 

the nearest Armenian village of Nakhichevanik where Armenian armed men trapped us. I begged them to 

take my money for the sake of the child and let us pass to Agdam. They cursed and beat me in response 
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and brought me to their commander. He ordered to keep us locked up in the cattle-shed. There had already 

been Azerbaijani women and children. They kept us in the cattle-shed for 4 days without any food or 

water. However, for one kind family that used to stealthily bring us some bread and water at night we 

could have died, we would not have been able to stand all these tortures. However, there is no limit to 

anger. When four days later I was brought to Askeran with my grandson the events I saw lure were so 

awful that cattle-shed in Nakhichevanik seemed paradise to me. 

Foreign mercenaries (I know Armenian and I can tell local Armenian people from foreign ones) pulled 

out my toenails. Negroes who were among Armenians were jumping high kicking me into the face. After 

these tortures, I was exchanged for some Armenian. However, they took away my grandson. I know nothing 

about the fate of my wife and my daughter. 

 

YURI YAKHOVITCH, the private of infantry regiment no 366. 

...They persuaded that we were Christians and we had to fight against Moslems. They kept us in awful 

subhuman conditions, we could not bear being there and we had desert the regiment and escape to 

Khojaly… 

 

Leonid Kravets, officer, major. 

On February 26, I was taking the wounded out of Stepanakert by helicopter and returning through 

Askeran gap. Some bright spots downwards took my eye. We started to descend and my co-pilot cried: 

Look! There are women and children over there. I saw about two hundred corpses scattered down - the 

hillside. Armed men were walking among them. Then we flew there trying to pick up corpses. Militia 

captain, I cannot remember his name, was with us. He found his 4-year-old son with crashed skull and he 

went out of his mind. The other child that we had managed to pick up before they started shooting had his 

head cut off. I saw mutilated bodies of women, children, and old-age people everywhere… 
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EXTRACTS FROM EVIDENCES OF THE KHOJALY WITNESSES 

 
The chests and the hearts of Azerbaijani children murdered by Armenians were torn and most of 

corpses were cut into pieces. 

 

Haydarov Jamal Abdulhuseyn oglu - "There were many corpses of mutilated Azerbaijanis some 2 

km away from a farm near Garagaya. The chests and the hearts of murdered children were torn, and most of 

the corpses were cut into pieces ". 

 

Haydarov Shahin Zulfugar oglu saw about 80 corpses near the Nakhchivanik (Khojaly) village. 

The corpses were mutilated and the heads were cut off. Among them were Major Alif Hajiyev and his 

relatives Salimov Faxraddin, Salimov Mikayil. 

 

Humbatov Jalil Humbatali oglu - Armenians shot his wife Furuza, his son Mugan, his daughter 

Simuzer and his daughter-in-law Sudaba in his evidence. 

 

Pashayeva Kubra Adil gizi - was surrounded by the Armenians in the forest of Katik. Over the bush 

she hid, she saw shooting down of her husband Pashayev Shura Tapdig oglu his son Pashayev Elshad 

Shura oglu. 

 

Amirova Khazangul Tevekkul gizi - Armenian armed men took all her family as hostage. Armenians 

shot her mother Raya, 7-year-old sister Yegana and aunt Goyja burnt her father Amirov Tevekkul by 

flowing fuel on him. 

 

Aliyeva Zoya Ali gizi remained 3 days in the forest together with 150 people. Ahmadova Dunya 

and her sister Gulkhar froze in the forest. 

 

Mustafayeva Kubra Alish gizi – “As soon as Armenians took us hostages they shot down 6 men near 

me". 

 

Kerimova Saida Gurban gizi - "We were among 12 hostages. Armenians murdered with torture 

my daughter Nazaket, Tapdig, Saadet, Irada ". 

 

Najafov Ali Agami oglu - "Armenians surrounded running people and shot 30-40 of them down." 

 

The State Commission on prisoners of war, 

hostages and missing persons 
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NAGORNY КARABAKH VICTIMS BURIED IN AZERВAIJANI TOWN-REFUGEES 

CLAIM HUNDREDS DIED IN ARMENIAN АТТАСК (Thomas Goltz) 

  

The Washington Post, 28 February 1992  

Ву Thomas GOLTZ, Agdam, Azerbaijan, 27 February 

 

Officials of the main mosque in this town east of the embattled enclave of Nagorny Karabakh 

said they buried 17 bodies today, brought from an Azerbaijani town inside the enclave that was 

captured Wednesday bу Armenian militiamen.   

Refugees fleeing the fighting in Khojaly, а town of 6,000 northeast of the enclave's capital, 

Stepanekert, claimed that up to 500 people, including women and children, were killed in the attack. 

No independent estimate the death was available here. Тhе Agdam mosque's director, Said Sadikov 

Muan, said refugees from Khojaly had registered the names of 477 victims with his mosque since 

Wednesday   

Officials in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, estimated the deaths in Khojaly at 100, while 

Armenian officials in their capital, Yerevan, said only two Azerbaijanis were killed in the attack. An 

official from Baku said here that his government fears Azerbaijanis would turn against it if they knew 

how many had been killed.  

Of seven bodies seen here today, two were children and three were women, оnе shot through the 

chest at what appeared to bе close range. Another 120 refugees being treated at Agdam's hospital 

include manу with multiple stab wounds.   

The Armenians who attacked Khojaly Tuesday night "were shooting, shooting, shooting", said 

Raisa Aslanova, who reached Agdam Wednesday night. She said her husband and а son-in-law were 

killed and her daughter was missing.   

Among the refugees who fled here over the mountains from Nagorny Karabakh were two 

Turkmen soldiers from former Soviet Interior Ministry forces who had taken refuge in Khojaly after 

deserting from their unit last Friday because, they said, Armenians non-commissioned officers had 

beaten them "for being Muslims".   

The two deserters claimed their former unit, the 366th Division, was supporting the Armenian 

militiamen who captured Khojaly. They said they tried to help women and children escape. "We were 

bringing а group through the mountains when the Armenians found us and opened fire", said 

Agamehmet Mutif, оnе of the deserters. "Twelve were killed".  
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THE KHOJALY REFUGEES ‘ALL WE HAVE LEFT IS TO DIE’ (Le Monde, Elif Kaban) 

 

Le Monde, Saturday, 29 February 1992 

Aghdam (Azerbaijan) from a Reuters special envoy 

 

The injured have been carried for a dozen kilometres across snow-covered mountains. The 

stiffening corpses of those who did not survive have been laid out in a mosque in Aghdam. Among the 

eight bodies wrapped up in blankets, there is a young woman and two little girls. ‘We picked them up 

on the mountain. There are loads more up there,’ said Ali Rakhimov, who added, ‘My whole family is 

missing.’ 

The thousands of Azeri refugees forced from their villages in Nagorno Karabakh have been 

camped out for weeks or even months in Aghdam, where the road to Baku begins. Since the fall of 

Khojaly (as reported in Le Monde on 28 February), a thousand more have arrived. At the mosque, a 

religious leader says that 477 are missing, and 27 have already been buried. 

‘They came at midnight and opened fıre in all directions,’ recounts Rana Aslanova, part of a 

crowd waiting for news in front of the hospital in Aghdam, where more than 100 injured are piled up, 

victims of bullets or knife wounds. In the waiting room, on the bloodstained floor, the injured are laid 

out on the floor, in a chorus of whimpers. Beds have been found for children and the elderly. ‘I have 

never seen anything like this in my life,’ commented Dr Muharrem Shirinov, who was tending to a 

young woman with a serious chest wound. Nearby, there is an old woman who has been shot in the 

stomach. In the bed opposite, an old man is dying. 

In the streets of Aghdam, hundreds of refugees lament: ‘We have been waiting for the 

helicopters for days, but nothing has arrived from Baku. The night will be long. I am afraid there will 

be an attack, the Armenians are very close.’ A few kilometers away, the sky lights up and we can hear 

shooting. 

 

Elif Kaban 
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THE 366TH REGIMENT WILL LEAVE KARABAKH (Komsomolskaya Pravda) 

 

Komsomolskaya Pravda, 

February 29, 1992, Saturday, No. 44 

 

 

Three days of nationwide mourning have been declared in the republic as of 29 February by a 

decree of the president of Azerbaijan in connection with the numerous casualties in the town of 

Khojaly and the deaths of civilians there. 

Details have become known about the taking of the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly on the night of 

26 February. Only 200 out of the almost 10,000 inhabitants of the township have made it to Agdam. 

Over 1,000 are dead and several thousand have been wounded. There are 40 Meskhetian Turk families 

amongst the dead. 

According to information issued by the Armenian side, around 60 Azerbaijanis died in Khojaly. 

The Armenian losses run to 8 dead and 20 wounded, Interfax reported. Speaking to a representative of 

the Azerbaijani authorities, Lt.-Gen. Sufıan Beppayev, deputy commander of the Caucasus Military 

District, denied ITAR-TASS reports that the evacuation of servicemen’s families from Azerbaijan had 

begun. 

According to information issued by the Armenian side, a Grad launcher and munitions were 

seized in Khojaly. 

From the KP dossier: 

The BM-21 launcher (Grad) became part of the weaponry of the USSR Armed Forces in 1973. 

However, the Grad was fırst used in combat four years prior to that - during the Sino-Soviet conflict. 

Half of the Damanskiy peninsula disappeared under water after several volleys were fıred at it from the 

new weapon. 

The artillery unit of the BM-21 comprises 40 three-metre-long 122.4 mm barrels. It is difficult to 

get into the free-standing casing of the BM-21. Deployment of the BM-21 is allowed by international 

conventions. It fıres a high-explosive fragmentation shell. The launcher was deployed in Afghanistan. 

Interfax also reported that Marshal Yevgeniy Shaposhnikov has ordered the withdrawal from 

Nagorno Karabakh of the 366th Regiment, which is stationed in Stepanakert. 

Appeal by the Ministry of Defence of Armenia 

The Ministry of Defence of Armenia has called upon Armenian officers serving in CIS troops to 

return to Armenia to form the basis of a future national army. 

Yerevan thinks that a large accumulation of forces of the national army of Azerbaijan has been 

observed on the border with Armenia recently. A regular, well-trained army can be the only guarantee 

of security in these conditions. (Staff news) 
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ARMENIAN SOLDIERS MASSACRE HUNDREDS OF FLEEING FAMILIES 

(Thomas Goltz) 

  

The Sunday Тimes, March 1, 1992  

Ву Thomas Goltz, Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

The spiralling violence gripping the outer republics of the former Soviet Union gained new 

impetus yesterday with the cold-blooded slaughter of hundreds of woman and children in war-racked 

Nogorno-Karabkh. 

Survivors reported that Armenian soldiers shot and bayoneted more than 450 Azeris, many of 

them women and children, who were fleeing an attack on their town. Hundreds, possibly thousands, 

were missing and feared dead. 

Survivors who struggled across snow-covered mountains in sub-zero temperatures to Agdam in 

Azerbaijan said the massacre took place on Wednesday morning when up to 1,500 people were 

trapped in a gorge and surrounded by Armenian soldiers. 

The attackers killed most of the soldiers and volunteers defending the women and children. They 

then turned their guns on the terrifıed refugees. The few survivors later described what happened: 

“That’s when the real slaughter began,” said Azer Hajiev, one of three soldiers to survive. “The 

Armenians just shot and shot. And then they came in and started carving up people with their bayonets 

and knives.” 

“They were shooting, shooting, shooting,” echoed Rasia Aslanova, who arrived in Agdam with 

other women and children who had made their way through Armenian lines. She said her husband, 

Kayun, and a son-in-law were massacred in front of her. 

A 45-year-old man who had been shot in the back said: “We were walking through the brush. 

Then they opened up on us and people were falling all around. My wife fell, then my child.” 

Helicopters had to abandon attempts to rescue survivors when they, too, came under fıre. They 

returned with reports of “mountainsides fılled with corpses.” Others spoke of terrible mutilations, with 

many of the wounded being shot in the legs and groin. 

The massacre has provoked fears that the already bitter fıghting in Nagorno-Karabakh, a mostly 

Armenian enclave surrounded by Azerbaijani territory, could flare completely out of control. Though 

more than 1,000 have died since civil war broke out four years ago, a massacre on this scale seems 

likely to lead to all-out war. 

 

FLEEING AZERIS MASSACRED 

 

The survivors said 2,000 others, some of whom had fled separately, were still missing; many 

could perish from their wounds or the cold. Those who made it to Agdam, some carrying their dead 

and wounded, said many more bodies remained behind. 

The massacre began with an Armenian assault on the town of Khojaly on Monday. “It started at 

around 10 at night,” said Bahram Nigmatal, a deserter from the army who had been hiding in Khojaly. 

“They overran the airport and then attacked the town. We tried to help the women and children 

get out. I saw 12 of our group get killed. I don’t know how many others died.” 

An estimated 500 people were killed, and it was at that point that Major Alef Hajiev, head of the 

local national guard, organized a break-out through Armenian lines to lead civilians to Agdam down 

the Askeron gap, a 10-kilometre-long ravine. 

Hajiev rounded up 33 national guards, 30 airport security offıcials and volunteer militiamen to 

form a ragtag fıghting force. “The major had the woman and children and other civilians go down into 

the bottom of the ravine while we ran cover for them on the hillside,” said Asif Usubov, another 

survivor. 
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“At dawn, when we arrived in the middle of the gorge the Armenians opened fıre from the 

ridges.” The major was shot through the head and died instantly. Thirty soldiers and 19 airport guards 

were killed, leaving the column of woman and children defenceless, Usubov said. The soldiers then 

moved in, shooting and bayoneting at will. 

By late yesterday, 479 deaths had been registered at the morgue in Agdam’s morgue, and 29 

bodies had been buried in the cemetery. Of the seven corpses I saw awaiting burial, two were children 

and three women. 

Agdam hospital was a scene of carnage. Doctors said they had 140 patients who escaped the 

slaughter, most with bullet injuries or deep stab wounds. 

Nor were they safe in Agdam. On Friday night rockets fell on the city, destroying several 

buildings and killing 15. Refugees fled towards Baku, the Azeri capital. “The Armenians won’t stop 

until they get to Baku,” said one fleeing government offıcial. “That’s when the real fıghting will 

begin.” 



 

Administrative Department of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I B R A R Y 

Tragedy of the 20th century 

- Khojaly genocide 

 

 

49 

 

 

CORPSES LITTER HILLS IN KARABAKH (Anatol Lieven) 

 

The Times, March 2, 1992  

 

Anatol Lieven comes under fıre while flying with Azerbaijani forces to investigate the 

alleged mass killings of refugees by Armenian troops 

 

As we swooped low over the snow-covered hills of Nagorno-Karabakh we saw the scattered 

corpses. Apparently, the refugees had been shot down as they ran. An Azerbaijani film of the places 

we flew over, shown to journalists afterwards, showed dozens of corpses lying in various parts of the 

hills. 

The Azerbaijanis claim that as many as 1,000 have died in a mass killing of Azerbaijanis fleeing 

from the town of Khodjaly, seized by Armenians last week. A further 4,000 are believed to be 

wounded, frozen to death or missing. Armenia has denied these claims. 

Seven of us squatted in the cabin of an Azerbaijani M24 attack helicopter as we flew to 

investigate the claims of the mass killings. Suddenly there was a thump against the underside of the 

aircraft, a red flash of tracer ripped past the starboard wing, and the helicopter rocked sharply. We 

swung round, and there was a deafening burst of fıre from the cannon under our wing as the helicopter 

crew returned fıre. 

We had been fıred on from an Armenian anti-aircraft post. We swung round again, tipped to 

starboard and appeared to dive straight down into a valley. The brown earth swooped around our 

heads, the helicopter swung round again and followed the contours of the ground. Our cannon fıred 

repeated blasts. 

Later it emerged that a civilian helicopter that we had been escorting had landed successfully at 

Nakhchivanik in the east of the disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, to pick up some of the dead. 

We had, in fact, been attacked both from the ground and by an Armenian helicopter. I had seen the 

helicopter intermittently through the window, its cannons fıring, but had thought that it was on “our 

side”. We had embarked on a search-and-rescue flight that had become a combat mission. Our flight 

consisted of the civilian passenger helicopter and two M24 Soviet attack helicopters in the Azerbaijani 

service, nicknamed flying crocodiles for their armour. Our party was in the second crocodile. The 

civilian helicopter’s job was to land in the mountains and pick up bodies. The attack helicopters were 

there to give covering fıre if necessary. 

The operation showed a striking sign of the disintegration of the Soviet armed forces because our 

pilot was a Russian offıcer. An Azerbaijani offıcial told us that there were now fıve former Soviet 

military helicopters—and their pilots—fıghting for Azerbaijan. 

“They have signed contracts to fly for us,” he said. The helicopter we engaged in combat was 

most probably flown by a brother-officer of our Russian pilot. 

We had taken off just before 5pm on Saturday from Agdam airfıeld, and headed for the 

Armenian-controlled mountains of Karabakh, a sheer white wall in the distance. The civilian 

helicopter picked up four corpses, and it was during this and a previous mission that an Azerbaijani 

cameraman fılmed the several dozen bodies on the hillsides. We then took off again in a hurry and 

sped back towards Azerbaijani lines. Azerbaijani gunners on the last hill before the plain - and safety - 

gazed up at us as we passed. 

Back at the airfıeld in Agdam, we took a look at the bodies the civilian helicopter had picked up, 

they included two old men and small girl who were covered with blood, their limbs contorted by the 

cold and rigor mortis. They had been shot. 

What did our Russian pilot think of the tragedy, our close shave, and the war in Nagorno-

Karabakh? He gave us a cheerful grin, politely declined to answer questions, and marched off to 

dinner. 
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MASSACRE UNCOVERED (Anatoly Lieven) 

 

The Times, March 3, 1992 

bу Anatoly LIEVEN  

 

More than sixty bodies, including those of women and children, have been spotted on hillsides in 

Nagorny Karabakh, confirming claims that Armenian troops massacred Azeri refugees. Hundreds are 

missing. 

Scattered amid the withered grass and bushes along а small valley and across the hillside beyond 

are the bodies of last Wednesday's massacre bу Armenian forces of Azerbaijani refugees.   

In all, 31 bodies could bе counted at the scene. At least another 31 have been taken into Agdam 

over the past five days. These figures do not include civilians reported killed when the Armenians 

stormed the Azerbaijani town Khodjali оn Tuesday night. Тhе figures also do not include other yet 

undiscovered bodies.   

Zahid Jabarov, а survivor of the massacre, said bе saw uр to 200 реоple shot down at the point 

we visited, and refugees who саmе bу different routes have told of being shot at repeatedly and of 

lеаving а trail of bodies along their path. Around the bodies, we saw scattered possessions, clothing 

and personnel documents. Тhе bodies themselves have been preserved bу the bitter cold that killed 

others as they hid in the hills and forest after the massacre. Аll are the bodies of ordinary people, 

dressed in the poor, ugly clothing of workers.   

Of the 31 we saw, only one police officer and two apparent national volunteers were wearing 

uniform. Аll the rest were civilians, including eight women and three small children. Two groups, 

apparently families, had fallen together, the children cradled in the women's arms.   

Several of them, including one small girl, had terrible head injuries: only her face was left. 

Survivors have told how they saw Armenians shooting them directly as they lay on the ground.   
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ATROCITY REPORTS HORRIFY AZERBAIJAN (Brian Killen) 

  

The Washington Times, March 3, 1992 

bу Brian KILLEN, Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

Dozens of bodies lay scattered around the killing fields of Nagorny Karabakh yesterday, 

evidence of the worst massacre in four years of fighting over the disputed territory.   

Azeri officials who returned from the scene to this town about nine miles away brought back 

three dead children, the backs of their heads blown off.   

At the local mosque, six other bodies lay stretched out, fully clothed, with their limbs frozen in 

the positions in which they were killed. Their faces were black from the cold.   

"Telman!" screamed one woman, beating the breast furiously over the body of her dead father, 

who laid оn his back with his stiff right arm jutting into the air.   

Those who returned from а brief visit bу helicopter to Кhojaly, captured bу the Armenians last 

week, said they had seen similar sights - only more. One Russian journalist said he had counted about 

30 bodies within а radius of 50 yards from where the helicopter landed.   

Armenia has denied atrocities or mass killings of Azeris after its well-armed irregulars captured 

Кhojaly, the second-biggest Azeri town in Nagorny Karabakh, last Wednesday. Azerbaijan says 1000 

people killed.   

"Women and children had been scalped", said Assad Faradzhev, an aide to Karabakh's Azeri 

governor.   

Мr. Faradzhev said the helicopter, bearing Red Cross markings and escorted bу MI-24 

helicopters former Soviet armу, succeeded in picking uр only three children before Armenian militants 

opened fire. "When we began to pick uр bodies, they started firing at us", he said.  

Мr. Faradzhev said they were оn the ground for only 15 minutes.  

"The combat helicopters fired red flares to signal that Armenians were approaching and it was 

time to leave. I was ready to blow myself uр if we were captured." Не said pointing to а grenade in his 

coat pocket.   

Reuter’s photographer Frederique Lengaigne saw two trucks full of Azeri corpses near Agdam.   

"In the first оnе, I counted 35, and I looked as though there were almost as manу in the second. 

Some had their heads cut off and manу had been burned. They were all mеn, and а few had been 

wearing khaki uniforms", she said.   

In Agdam's mosque, the dead bodies lay on mattresses under а naked light bulb. People 

screamed insults at Azerbaijani's president, Ayaz Mutalibov, saying he had not done enough to protect 

Karabakh's Azeri population.   

Hundreds of people crowded outside chanting Islamic prayers. Some wept uncontrollably and 

collapsed near their dead relatives, brought to the town bу tuck only minute is еаrliеr.   

Chilling film of dozens of stiffened corpses scattered over а snowy hillside backed accounts of 

the slaughter of women and children sobbed out bу refugees who made it safety out of the disputed 

Caucasus enclave.   

Azerbaijani television showed picture of оnе truckload of bodies brought to the Azeri town of 

Agdam, some with their faces apparently scratched with knives оr their eyes gouged out. Оnе little girl 

had arms stretched out as if crying fоr help.   

"The bodies аге lying there like flocks of sheep. Еven the fascists did nothing like this" said 

Agdam militia commander Rashid Mamedov, referring to the Nazi invaders in World War II.   

"Give us help to bring back the bodies and show people what happened", Karabakh Gov. Musa 

Mamedov, pleaded bу telephone to the Soviet army base in Gyandzha, Azerbaijan's second-largest 

city.   
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А helicopter pilot who took cameraman and Western correspondents over the аrеа reported 

seeing some corpses lying around Кhojaly and dozen mоre nеаr the Askeran Gap, А Mountain pass 

only а few miles from Agdam. 
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MASSACRE ВУ ARMENIAN BEING REPORTED (The New York Times) 

 

The New York Times, March 3, 1992  

Agdam, Azerbaijan, March 2 (Reuters) 

 

The last of the former Soviet troops in the Caucasus enclave of Nagorny Karabakh began pulling 

out today as fresh evidence emerged of а massacre of civilians bу Armenian militants.  

The Itar-Tass press agency said the 366th Motorized Infantry Regiment had started its 

withdrawal, in effect removing the last frail buffer separating two warring ethnic groups, Armenians 

and Azerbaijanis.  

The two sides made nо attempt to interfere, it added.   

Nagorny Karabakh is within the Republic of Azerbaijan, but most of its population is Armenian.  

Shelling in town reported   

The Azerbaijani press agency Azerinform reported fresh Armenian missile fire оn the 

Azerbaijani-population town of Shusha in Nagorny Karabakh оn Sunday night. It said several people 

had been wounded in another attack, оп the settlement of Venjali, early today. 

The Republic of Armenia reiterated denials that its militants had killed 1000 people in the 

Azerbaijani-populated town of Кhojaly last week and had massacre men, women and children fleeing 

the carnage across snow-covered mountain passes.   

But dozens of bodies scattered over the area lent credence to Azerbaijani reports of а massacre. 

Azerbaijani officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region bу helicopter brought back 

three dead children with the backs of their heads blown off. They said shooting bу Armenians had 

prevented them from retrieving more bodies.   

"Women and children had been scalped", said Assad Faradzhev, аn aide to Nagorny Karabakh's 

Azerbaijani Governor. "When we began to pick uр bodies, they began firing at us".   

The Azerbaijani militia chief in Agdam, Reshid Mamedov, said: "The bodies are lying there like 

flocks of sheep. Even the fascists did nothing like this".   

Тwo trucks filled with bodies. 

Near Agdam оп the outskirts of Nagorny Karabakh, а Reuters photographer, Frederique 

Lengaigne, said she had seen two trucks filled with Azerbaijani bodies.   

"In the first оnе I counted 35, and it looked as though there were almost as manу in the second", 

she said. "Some had their heads cut off, and manу had been burned. They were all men, and а few had 

been wearing khaki uniforms".   

Ethnic violence and economic crisis threaten to tear apart the Commonwealth of Independent 

States, created bу 11 former Soviet republics in December. The соmmonwealth has been powerless in 

the face of the ethnic hatred rekindled in the age-old dispute Christian Armenia and Muslim 

Azerbaijan, which are members.   

Four years of fighting in Nagorny Karabakh have killed 1500 to 2000 people. The last week's 

fighting has been the most savage yet.   

The З66th Regiment, based in Stepanakert, the capital of Nagorny Karabakh, has been caught at 

the center of fighting in which at least three of its soldiers were killed late last month. 

Speaking to this Par1iament in Yerevan, the Armenian capital, President Levon Ter Petrosyan 

criticized the withdrawa1 from the enclave of the commonwealth's last troops. 

"This regiment, though not involve in military operations, was а stabilizing factor", Мг.Тег-

Реtгоsуаn said. 
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ARMENIANS KILLED 1000, AZERIS CHARGE (Paul Quinn-Judge) 

 

THE BOSTON GLOBE  

March 3, 1992  

By Paul Quinn-Judge 

(Front page headline) 

 

BAKU, Azerbaijan-Azerbaijan charged yesterday that Armenian militants massacred men, 

women and children after forcing them from a town in Nagorno-Karabagh last week.   

Azerbaijani officials said 1000 Azeris had been killed in town of Khojaly and that Armenian 

fighters then slaughtered men, women and children fleeing across snow-covered mountain passes.   

Armenian officials disputed the death toll and denied the massacre report.   

Journalists on the scene said it was difficult to say exactly how many people had been killed in 

surrounding areas. But a Reuter’s photographer said he saw two trucks filled with Azeri corpses, and a 

Russian journalist reported massacre sites elsewhere in the area.   

Azeri officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region by helicopter recovered the bodies 

of three dead children who had been shot in the head, Reuters said, but Armenians prevented them 

from retrieving more bodies.  

In the Azerbaijani capital of Baku, government officials said that communications with Shusha, 

the last Azeri foothold in Nagorno-Karabagh, were cut yesterday morning. The militant Azerbaijani 

Popular Front reported that Armenian troops backed by armor and artillery were moving closer to 

town.  

Shusha was shelled again overnight, according to accounts reaching Baku yesterday.  

Fighting over the enclave, administered by Azerbaijan but largely populated by ethnic 

Armenians, has flared into a full-scale war over the last month.   

In the four years up to this January, some 1000 people are believed to have been killed in the 

con- flict. Although figures are extremely unreliable, at least several hundreeds people have probably 

died in the past four weeks.   

The Azerbaijani Popular Front has been predicting an attack on Shusha for the last two days. 

However, information on the fighting inside the enclave cannot be confirmed independently.   

Officials of both the Azerbaijani government and the Popular Front claim that the final attack on 

Shusha could be triggered by the withdrawal of the last units of the former Soviet army stationed in 

Nagorno-Karabagh, the 366th Regiment.   

The withdrawal began yesterday, said General Nikolai Popov, commander of the Baku-based 4th 

Army, in a brief phone interview yesterday.   

The Azerbaijan presidential press service, quoting the republic's Ministry of National Security, 

claimed that commonwealth troops were going to move out through Shusha, destroying the town's 

defences as they did so.   

Popov said he did not know if the regiment would leave through Shusha. Asked who might know 

this, he answered, "No one's going to tell you." Commonwealth airborne units reportedly have been 

moved into Nagorno- Karabagh to cover regiment's withdrawal.  

Officials in Moscow and Armenia said that the 366th Regiment, based in the regional center of 

Stepanakert [Hankendi -- Ed.], has been strictly neutral in the fighting.  

Azeri sources, however, claim that the 366th has swung actively on the side of Armenians, 

notably in the capture of last week of the small town of Khojaly, on the road between Stepanakert 

[Hankendi -- Ed.] and Agdam.   

There were growing signs that many civilians were killed during the capture of Khojaly.   

Footage shot by Azerbaijan Television Sunday showed about 10 dead bodies, including several 

women and children, in an improvised morgue in Agdam. An editor at the main television station in 
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Baku said 180 bodies had been recovered so far. A helicopter flying over the vicinity is reported to 

have seen other corpses, while the BBC quoted a French photographer who said that he had counted 31 

dead, including women and children, some who appeared as though they were shot in the head at close 

range.   

Meanwhile, the mayor of Khojaly, Elmar Mamedov, said at a news conference in Baku that 1000 

people had died in the attack, 200 more were missing, 300 had been taken hostage, and 200 were 

injured. Armored personel carriers of the 366th [Regiment -- Ed.] spearheaded the attack, Mamedov 

charged, and cleared the way for Armenian irregulars.   

If Shusha does indeed fall, its loss could send shock waves through Azerbaijani society.   

"If we lose this war there will be another one, very quickly," an Azeri businessman predicted 

yesterday.    
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KHOJALY: THAT NIGHT IS NOT OVER YET (O. Tekhmenev) 

 

Komsomolskaya Pravda, March 3, 1992 

 

 

We were given these photos by Oleg Aleksandrovich Litvin, a photographic correspondent of 

Khabar-Servis. He took them during the Khojaly tragedy. The fırst shows Major Alif Hajiyev, who 

was head of the town’s defence. The photo shows him still alive ... He died leading a group of people 

out of crossfıre. He leaves behind his Belarusian wife and two children. 

And these boys, brothers, may be called lucky. They are alive in the hospital in Agdam. Two 

brothers with kindred bullet wounds - one wounded in the hand, the other in the chest. 

And there are more and more graves here. But not all of the victims of that terrible night have 

been mourned and buried. It is difficult to extract corpses from the firing zone. Civilian memorial 

services have been held in mosques, Orthodox churches and synagogues in memory of those killed in 

Khojaly. 

According to the latest reports from the Press Service of the President of Azerbaijan, over 300 

hostages were taken during the operation by Armenian armed formations to capture the town. Between 

500 and 1000 civilians trying to flee Khojaly were captured along the road to Agdam and some of 

them were killed. Tiny groups of people from Khojaly are breaking through to Agdam. Wounded and 

dead are being brought out of the combat operation zone. Meanwhile, fıerce rocket and artillery fıre is 

continuing upon Azerbaijani settlements in Karabakh - Lachin and Shusha. There are no 

communications with them. 

R. Agayev, presidential press secretary, has said that numerous groups of Armenian armed 

formations with armoured equipment are concentrating on the Armenian side along a 120-kilometre-

long sector of the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. 

 

O. Tekhmenev 
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CORPSES SCATTERED OVER KILLING FIELDS OF NAGORNO-KARABAKH 

(Stephane Bentura) 

 

The Irish Times, March 3, 1992 

Stephane Bentura, Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

Stiffened by death and cold, the mutilated corpses of Azeris mown down as they fled an 

Armenian offensive in Nagorno-Karabakh clung to the snow-covered hillside yesterday almost one 

week after the attack. 

Journalists flown in by army helicopter from Agdam just east of the disputed enclave within 

Azerbaijan counted 31 bodies, many shot through the head at point-blank range, while some had been 

scalped. Still others among the dead men, women and children had fıngers missing. 

Volunteers had collected another 20 bodies and were to take them back to Agdam where they are 

to be displayed today at the local mosque. 

The journalists saw the corpses in the hills above the village of Askeran amid charges by 

Azerbaijani authorities and refugees that more than 1,000 people were killed after Armenian forces 

attacked the Azeri village of Khodjali. 

As the last former Soviet soldiers began withdrawing from the enclave, Armenia reiterated 

denials that its militants had massacred men, women and children fleeing the carnage across snow-

covered mountain passes. But dozens of corpses scattered over the killing fıelds of Nagorno-Karabakh 

lent credence to Azeri reports of a massacre. 

The attack came as the refugees fled an onslaught on the airport of Nagorno-Karabakh’s main 

town Stepanakert, located at Khodjali, a village of some 3,000 people. 

The corpse of a woman - her eyes half-open - clutched her baby in death, drawing tears from the 

Azerbaijani militiamen accompanying the journalists, who spent 15 minutes in the area. 

The refugees scarcely had time to dress before fleeing from Khodjali into the night. Many of 

those killed had their arms spread wide as if they had tried to surrender. 

According to an Azeri pilot, several dozen corpses were still in the nearby woods, but too close 

to Armenian positions on the ‘front line’ in Nagorno-Karabakh to be viewed. 

The 20 bodies recovered by the volunteers were stacked in piles. They had been gathered during 

a fragile truce agreed with Armenian fıghters a few hundred yards away. 

Mr Zakhid Dzhabarov (32) said he lost his wife and son in the ‘massacre’ by the Armenians. He 

said about 60 bodies were collected yesterday, while 50 residents and fıghters from Khodjali had 

already been buried. 

According to Mr Dzhabarov, after hours of desperate flight across the mountains, several 

hundred Khodjali refugees reached hills between Askeran and Nakhchivanik at dawn last Wednesday. 

Then, he said, ‘two armoured vehicles opened fıre without warning. Everyone began to run and 

tried to return to the forest. Armenian infantrymen came up from Askeran and opened fıre on 

everything that moved.’ 

He said he saved himself by diving into a snow-filled ditch with three friends. 

According to Mr Dzhabarov, the Armenians captured 300 people after surrounding them in the 

woods. ‘The 200 others were killed, or wounded and fınished off at point-blank range.’ 

Mr Dzhabarov claimed that ‘youths, old men and women then came from Askeran and looted the 

corpses’ - (AFP, Reuter). 
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ARMY LEAVES KARABAKH TO ITS KILLINGS (The Guardian) 

 

The Guardian, March 3, 1992 

 

 

Corpses attest to massacre by Armenians, report Karl Waldron in Stepanakert and Brian Killen 

of Reuter in Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

The last soldiers of the Commonwealth of Independent States in Nagorno-Karabakh were pulling 

out of the Caucasian enclave last night as fresh evidence emerged that Armenian militants had carried 

out a massacre of Azerbaijani civilians. 

The Russian news agency, Itar-Tass, said the 366th Armoured Division of the former Soviet 

army, had started its withdrawal, effectively removing the last buffer separating warring Armenians 

and Azeris. The division began leaving Stepanakert, the capital of the enclave, under the direction of 

General Boris Gromov, the man who oversaw the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan. “Columns of 

equipment and personnel are being withdrawn with all types of combat support and cover. The 

opposing sides in Nagorno-Karabakh are not hindering their movement,” Tass quoted the 

Transcaucasian military headquarters as saying. 

Before the withdrawal, CIS soldiers and paratroopers armed with rapid-fire rifles had been 

deployed extensively around the city in defensive positions amid the rubble of shelltom buildings. 

Tanks were also positioned around the perimeter of the city and in its central square, their turret guns 

pointing outwards in warning. 

Armenia, which yesterday called for United Nations involvement to avert “further tragedy”, 

continued to deny that its militants had killed 1,000 people in the Azeri-populated town of Khojali last 

week and massacred men, women and children fleeing the carnage across snow-covered mountain 

passes. 

But dozens of corpses lent credence to Azeri reports of a massacre. Azeri offıcials and journalists 

who flew briefly to the region by helicopter brought back three dead children with the backs of their 

heads blown off. Shooting by Armenians, they said, had prevented them from retrieving more bodies. 

“Women and children had been scalped,” said Assad Faradzhev, an aide to Nagorno-Karabakh’s 

Azeri governor. Rashid Mamedov, a militia leader from Agdam on the outskirts of Nagorno-Karabakh, 

said: “When we began to pick up bodies, they [the Armenians] began fıring at us. The bodies are lying 

there like flocks of sheep. Even the fascists did nothing like this.” 

Near Agdam a Reuter photographer, Frederique Lengaigne, saw two trucks fılled with Azeri 

corpses. 

“In the first one I counted 35 and it looked as though there were almost as many in the second. 

Some had their heads cut off and many had been burned. They were all men and a few had been 

wearing khaki uniforms,” she said. 

The evidence of the slaughter has now been seen, filmed and documented by independent 

observers. Dozens of people were also reported yesterday to have been killed in the Azerbaijani town 

of Shusha from Armenian artillery and rocket fıre. Such actions do not augur well for the Armenians in 

Stepanakert and Azerbaijan at large: acts of revenge are likely. 

In the four years of fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh an estimated 1,500 to 2,000 people have been 

killed. The past week’s fıghting has been the most savage. 

A CIS military commander, Lieutenant-General Saryan Baneyev, told Russian television his men 

would smash any attempt by either side to hinder the pullout. 

Armenia’s president, Levon Ter-Petrosyan, criticized the withdrawal. “This regiment, though not 

involved in military operations, was a stabilising factor. I think this measure is poorly thought 
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through,” he told parliament. “Taking this division out could further destabilise the situation in 

Nagorno-Karabakh.” 
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BAKU REPORTS A TRAGEDY IN KHOJALY. YEREVAN REGARDS THE STORMING OF 

THE TOWN AS A MILITARY SUCCESS (Vasif Samedov, Sergev Taranov) 

 

Izvestiya, March 4, 1992, Wednesday, № 53 

Vasif Samedov, Sergev Taranov, Izvestiya 

 

On 3 March Izvestiya received an appeal by Azerbaijani writers to colleagues from the former 

USSR dedicated to the recent (26 February) storming and capture by the Armenian side of the town of 

Khojaly in Nagornyy Karabakh. 

‘... An entire town with 10,000 inhabitants has been destroyed,’ the document says. ‘Thousands 

upon thousands of people have perished, thousands of others have been wounded, have been left 

crippled for their whole lives, have been driven out of their homes which are no more ... If analogies 

have been drawn with Lidice, Khatyn, Songmi vis-à-vis the Azerbaijani towns razed by Armenian 

fıghters, the Khojaly tragedy is for us comparable to Hiroshima. Yes, for Azerbaijan, with a population 

of seven million, the utter destruction of a town with a population of 10,000 is as deep a wound as the 

destruction of Hiroshima with a population of 200,000 is for Japan with its population of many 

millions ... God forbid you should ever experience your own “Khojaly”.’ No matter how emotional 

and ‘unobjective’ such a statement is, it cannot be ignored or left without further investigation. If an 

entire town with all its inhabitants has indeed been wiped off the face of the Earth then the war born of 

the interethnic conflict in Nagorny Karabakh has entered its most terrible stage - war for mutual 

destruction. 

What did happen in Khojaly on 26 February? 

Let us mention right away that it is impossible to fınd today unbiased, precise, absolutely 

trustworthy information about the events in Karabakh. Each of the opposing sides presents its own 

version and each has its own ‘irrefutable’ heart-felt arguments. There is no longer either a union center 

which would have its spokesmen on the battlefıeld. One can hardly fully trust the assessments by the 

command of the CIS Armed Forces since it is accused of deploying the 366th Regiment which is still 

in Stepanakert (Khankendi). Nonetheless ... 

Zaur Rustamzade, plenipotentiary of the Azerbaijani Republic in Moscow: 

‘According to preliminary information, around 1,000 people have died in Khojaly and almost 

1,500 are missing - the majority are civilians of the town. Our greatest misfortune is that there is 

nobody now to count or even to give a decent burial to those killed on their native soil. Khojaly has 

been captured and razed by Armenian fıghters. Perhaps the fılm shot by Azerbaijani and foreign 

journalists from a helicopter will clarify the situation. This film will be brought to Moscow on 4 March 

and we will show it to the Moscow press and the public. 

‘Alas, the destruction of the town came as no surprise to us. There are no doubts that the aim of 

the Armenian side is to drive Azerbaijanis out of Karabakh once and for all. As of today, Armenian 

fıghters have captured 53 out of 54 settlements of the former autonomous region. Only the town of 

Shusha is still holding out. There is utter devastation in all the other villages in the hands of the enemy 

- the houses have been razed and their inhabitants killed. 

‘Generally speaking, a terrorist attack tends to follow talks about a truce. The storming of 

Khojaly is a kind of reaction to the meeting between the Azerbaijani and Armenian delegations in 

Moscow with the mediation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. Now we can see what lies 

behind Armenia’s “peace initiatives”. Are talks that serve as a smokescreen really what is needed?’ 

Robert Arakilov, adviser to the permanent representative of the Armenian Republic in Moscow, 

said: ‘The talk about the destruction of Khojaly is nothing other than a propaganda ploy by Azerbaijan. 

It is, in fact, not at all a town with a population of 10,000 but a small village a few kilometers from 

Stepanakert along the road to the other Armenian (in terms of population) town of Askeran. 
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‘When military actions began, the Azerbaijani leaders well understood the strategic importance 

of Khojaly. The village, whose name did not figure in any serious directory (in actual fact Khojaly is 

not mentioned in the Great Encyclopedic Dictionary of 1980 - Editor), was hastily awarded the status 

of town. Azerbaijani families from districts in the interior of the republic, as well as Meskhetian Turks 

driven out of Uzbekistan, began to arrive there. 

‘In Khojaly, one can have full control of Stepanakert airport and at the same time strafe the 

whole of Stepanakert with gunfire - which happened every day over the past few months. Azerbaijani 

special police squads and other armed formations deployed artillery. From Khojaly, they did spotting 

for the Grad missile launcher fıre from Shusha. 

The enemy also managed to blockade the airport after which we were not able to receive even 

medicines and provisions. This is why the leadership of the Nagornyy Karabakh Republic decided to 

eliminate that seat of banditry. Khojaly was indeed successfully stormed on the night of 26 February. 

‘How many civilians were there in Khojaly when the storming occurred? 

‘Practically none since the majority of them had left the town earlier due to the intensive combat 

operations. I repeat, Khojaly had become one of the war’s base stations. The logic of the war itself 

dictated its capture. When the Armenian troops entered the town, the remaining civilians had to pass 

through a “corridor” between the warring parties. In keeping with the statement by the NKR 

government, 40 Meskheti Turk families were taken under guard. It was suggested to them that they 

should remain but they decided, voluntarily, to leave the town. 

‘Incidentally, shelling of Stepanakert has died down now. And this is a direct consequence of 

managing to drive the bandits out of Khojaly. 

‘Did soldiers and offıcers of the 366th Regiment engage in the battles for Khojaly? 

‘No, the town was taken only by Armenian self-defence forces.’ 

And here are further details of the events. They were announced at a briefıng in Baku. 

E. Mammadov, the chief of the executive authority of the town of Khojaly, is one of the few 

surviving eyewitnesses to the tragedy. Twenty-two of his relatives, including his mother, perished 

during the barbaric extermination of civilians. This is what he told journalists: 

‘Road links with Khojaly were broken on 30 October 1991. From then on, links with the town 

were maintained only with the help of helicopters. Khojaly was without electricity from 2 January. 

Despite this, the town was holding out and fıghting. We pinned our hopes on the help of the republic. 

We phoned Agdam every day and assurances were given every time: we will launch an operation 

tomorrow and break the blockade. Thus, the town’s unarmed inhabitants were left facing the bandits 

one on one. 

‘On 25 February a report came in at 2030 that enemy tanks and infantry fıghting vehicles were 

taking up combat positions around the town. We informed everyone of this via the portable radio 

transmitter. I asked for helicopters to be sent in to evacuate the elderly, women and children. No help 

came ... 

‘Artillery bombardment lasting around two hours marked the start of the storming of the town,’ 

E. Mammadov continues. ‘Armenian fıghters fıred from tanks and armoured personnel carriers and 

they also fired Alazan rockets. We were blockaded on three sides. Only the Askeran direction was 

open. By the time the infantry joined in the attack, everything in Khojaly had already been destroyed. 

Many of its inhabitants perished. We defended ourselves in trenches until two o’clock in the morning. 

Unable to withstand the onslaught, the defenders and the townsfolk began to retreat. Having crossed 

the icy waters of the river, we retreated towards Ketiyn mountain. A lot of people died along the way - 

in the forest where they froze to death. We walked until seven o’clock in the morning until we came 

out upon a field near the Armenian village of Nakhchivanik. Men with automatic rifles, machine guns 

and an armoured personnel carrier awaited us there. The mass annihilation began of unarmed people 

who fell under the hail of fire. Many women and children perished. Some people headed for the village 

of Gyulably and the Armenians took around 200 people hostage there.’ 

The statement made at the briefing by Atakishi Atakishiyev, the prosecutor of the town of 

Khojaly, highlights another aspect of the tragedy. Up until 25 February, the Armenian formations were 
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not capable of taking the town, he said. As soon as they were joined by subunits, mainly of military 

hardware belonging to the 366th Regiment, they took advantage of this. 

The statements by four soldiers who left the 366th Regiment also testify to this: Privates Yuriy 

Yakhovich, Aleksey Bondarev, Pavel Antipin and Pavel Zuyev. Although they left their unit before the 

Khojaly events, they cited numerous instances of the 366th Regiment’s involvement in combat actions 

against the inhabitants of Azerbaijani villages. Aleksey Bondarev said that since the previous autumn 

the regiment’s officers had been taking APCs out fully armed on so-called ‘night watches’. They 

would come back ‘empty’ in the morning - all the shells had been spent. 

They also named the regiment’s battery commanders, Major Yeganyan and Captain Arutyunyan, 

who personally took part in the bombardment of Azerbaijani settlements. ‘We saw with our own eyes 

our regiment shell the village of Kyarkidzhakhan,’ A. Bondarev said. The soldiers said that a certain 

‘ideological work’ was carried out on them. ‘It was drummed into us that we were Christians and 

should fight against Muslims,’ Yu. Yakhovich said. ‘We were kept in inhuman conditions. We 

couldn’t stand it all and had to leave the regiment and go over to Khojaly.’ 



 

Administrative Department of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I B R A R Y 

Tragedy of the 20th century 

- Khojaly genocide 

 

 

64 

 

 

FORMER SOVIET TROOPS BLAMED IN ETHNIC STRIFE (The New York Times) 

 

The New York Times, March 5, 1992 

 

MOSCOW, March 4 (AP) - Azerbaijan accused former Soviet troops today of joining with 

Armenian forces in killing Azerbaijanis trying to flee a besieged town in the disputed enclave of 

Nagorno-Karabakh. 

At a news conference, offıcials played a videotape showing dozens of corpses. An Azerbaijani 

presidential spokesman, Rasim Agayev, said at least 1,000 people died in the attack last week at 

Khojaly. 

Mr. Agayev said armored personnel carriers and tanks of the 366th Motorized Rifles, a force 

now under the control of the Commonwealth of Independent States that has been ordered to withdraw 

from the region, surrounded Khojaly on Feb. 25 and 26. 

A spokesman for the common- wealth army, Col. Ivan Skrylnyk, denied Azerbaijan’s 

allegations. 
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ENCLAVE HORROR ECHOED IN A CAMERAMAN’S SOBS (Carey Goldberg) 

 

The New York Times, March 5, 1992 

By Carey Goldberg, TIMES staff writer 

 

Karabakh: Film is shown in Moscow as Azerbaijanis and Armenians again trade charges over 

Khojaly attack. 

 

MOSCOW—As the camera panned from sere winter weeds to the frozen corpse of a small child 

in a red snowsuit, then to a cluster of fıve dead women with bloodied, discolored faces, the 

cameraman’s own sobs made up the soundtrack. 

The horror of the scene overpowered him, Azerbaijan Television cameraman Chingiz 

Mustafayev admitted Wednesday at a Moscow news conference called to bring world attention to the 

deaths at Khojaly, the Nagorno-Karabakh town stormed by Armenian militants last week. 

“A square with a radius of 500 meters was just scattered with corpses,” Mustafayev said, 

describing what offıcials in Azerbaijan have termed a massacre. 

Azerbaijani spokesmen say that as many as 1,000 people were killed and 300 taken hostage on 

the night of Feb. 25 when Khojaly was taken; Armenian offıcials in Nagorno-Karabakh say the 

Azerbaijani account “does not correspond to reality” and estimate that 80 Khojaly residents died. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh Parliament’s press center also says that Mustafayev’s video was 

falsified; the corpses it shows were part of a general exchange of Armenian and Azerbaijani dead that 

occurred on Sunday, rather than in the aftermath of a single massacre, the press center says. 

Whatever the exact death count, Khojaly clearly constitutes the latest tragedy in four years of 

internecine Azerbaijani-Armenian fıghting over the mountainous enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. The 

warfare had already left more than 1,000 dead, wrecked the local economy and turned thousands of 

villagers into homeless refugees. 

At Wednesday’s news conference presenting Mustafayev’s videotape along with eyewitness 

accounts and official comments, Azerbaijani presidential adviser Rasim Agayev also accused the last 

regiment of former Soviet soldiers left in Nagorno-Karabakh of participating in the assault on Khojaly. 

“This crime was committed by the 366th Regiment of the Commonwealth of Independent States 

armed forces to frighten Azerbaijan out of its pursuit of a full-fledged national army,” Agayev said. 

“This can be qualifıed as a war crime. This can be qualifıed as a genocide because only Azerbaijanis 

were killed.” 

But Ivan Skrylink, the Commonwealth Defense Ministry spokesman, denied outright that the 

regiment, whose role is offıcially neutral, could have helped Armenian militants surround Khojaly and 

occupy it. He acknowledged, however, that deserters who have reportedly absconded with several 

armored vehicles could have participated in the battle. 

The 366th, a motorized infantry Regiment long caught helplessly between the two warring sides, 

was set to withdraw by land on Monday. But its departure has been blocked by fıghting in the area. Its 

commanders announced Wednesday that its equipment would have to be airlifted to neighboring 

Georgia and that most of its personnel were already being flown out. 

The fıeld of corpses that Mustafayev said he taped last Friday lies east of Khojaly, between the 

Armenian towns of Askeran and Nakhichevanik, on the escape route that Khojaly residents took 

toward the nearest Azerbaijani town, Agdam. 

Oleg Aliev, a 40-year-old Khojaly bookkeeper who survived the assault, said a large group of 

people fleeing the fıghting had just emerged from the forest into the fıeld when at least two armored 

vehicles manned by Armenian fıghters, apparently waiting in ambush, opened fıre on them with 

machine guns. “They thought they had already reached a safe place,” he said of his neighbors and 

relatives. “They were just a little way from Agdam. And then they were all shot.” 
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Mustafayev said he had counted more than 100 bodies in the fıeld. Many of the three dozen or so 

corpses shown in the tape were women and children, some with head wounds but others with no 

visible injuries. Much of their clothing was in disarray, as if they had been searched. 

The cameraman said that a survivor had told him that militants seeking gold and money had put 

guns to the heads of those already wounded as they lay helplessly on the ground. They demanded their 

valuables and then shot them. That would explain the many point-blank head wounds, he said. 

When Mustafayev returned to the site again Monday, he said he found two corpses with part of 

their scalps removed and one dead woman with one side of her face cut away. He speculated that the 

corpses had been mutilated to intimidate opposition fıghters, or perhaps that soldiers brought back 

body parts to their commanders to show they had been actively killing people. 

Commonwealth television carried a small fragment of the tape, commenting that “it’s a 

horrifying picture” and that the residents of Khojaly, formerly a town of about 7,000, had met a “tragic 

fate.” 

Armenian offıcials have insisted that Khojaly and the surrounding areas had largely been cleared 

of civilians. They said the town was inhabited mainly by Azerbaijani fıghters who used the few 

remaining local residents as human shields while employing the town as a base to rain down shells on 

the Armenian-populated capital of Stepanakert; since Khojaly was taken, they say, the shelling of 

Stepanakert has halted. 

Reacting to the escalating fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, Russian President Boris N. Yeltsin 

dispatched special mediators to the region to try once again to break the four-year cycle of war in the 

disputed enclave. 
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NAGORNYY KARABAKH: SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS OF THE CIS ARMY ARE 

FIGHTING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE CONFLICT (Izvestiya) 

 

Izvestiya, March 5, 1992, Thursday, No. 54 

Photo: ITAR-TASS specially for Izvestiya, Sergey Taranov, Izvestiya 

 

The video footage shot by Azerbaijani documentary film makers testifies that women, children 

and the elderly were shot dead in Khojaly, that corpses were scalped. 

Two video reports filmed by the cameraman, Chingiz Mustafayev, on 28 February and 2 March 

at the scene, it is reported, of the mass murder of civilians of the town of Khojaly by Armenian 

fighters, were shown in the permanent mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Moscow on 4 March. 

The footage shows the corpses not of soldiers killed on the battlefıeld but of civilians. Dozens 

upon dozens of children aged from two to 15 shot (the majority at point blank range, in the head), 

women and the elderly. How the dead are lying testifies that they were killed in a cold-blooded and 

calculated way. There are no signs of struggle or flight. The commentary by the film maker says that 

some were killed individually, taken aside. Many were killed in whole families, all at once. Several 

wounds can be seen on some corpses, one of them unfailingly in the head - which means that the 

wounded were fınished off. 

The camera filmed several children whose ears had been cut off. The skin had been cut off the 

left side of the face of an elderly woman. Men had been scalped. There were corpses showing signs of 

evidently having been robbed. 

‘We visited the scene of the shootings for the first time on 28 February accompanied by two 

military helicopters,’ Chingiz Mustafayev says. ‘From the air we saw an area covering a radius of 

approximately 500 meters which was practically entirely strewn with dead bodies. The pilots were 

afraid to set down because the territory is controlled by Armenian fighters. But when we nonetheless 

did land and got out of the helicopter, shooting began. The policemen accompanying us were to load 

on the corpses to be delivered to relatives. They only managed to load four of the dead on to the 

helicopter. Moreover, we were all in real shock. Two of the lads passed out from seeing such a number 

of killed and mutilated people. A lot vomited ... 

‘It was the same on 2 March when we arrived with foreign journalists. Many of the bodies were 

even more badly mutilated. Several days had been spent desecrating them Rasim Agayev, the press 

secretary of the president of Azerbaijan, also spoke at the press conference in the permanent mission: 

‘Even war, no matter how terrible it is, has its rules set down in the Geneva Convention,’ 

Agayev said. ‘For instance, defenseless civilians should not be killed during combat operations. 

However, the events in Nagorny Karabakh testify that the Armenian side has adopted the tactic of the 

mass extermination of civilians. Their corpses are still lying in the streets and destroyed houses of 

Khojaly. 

‘We have irrefutable facts testifying that soldiers and officers of the 366th Regiment of the CIS 

Armed Forces took part in the crimes committed by Armenian fighters,’ Agayev continues. ‘They 

killed and looted in Khojaly after the town was stormed, which can be deemed a real war crime ...’ 

Rasim Agayev also rejected reports by the Armenian side about the alleged ‘humane’ treatment 

by Khojaly’s occupiers of the Meskhetian Turk families. Eyewitnesses who managed to flee recount 

that Meskhetian Turks were killed along with Azerbaijanis. 

The Azerbaijani president’s press secretary drew the attention of the press to the continuing 

information blockade of the republic. Practically none of the mass media, apart from Komsomolskaya 

Pravda and Izvestiya, have reported on the Khojaly tragedy. Separate complaints were raised against 

the central television, which showed just a small part of what had managed to be filmed in Khojaly at 

the scene of the mass shootings. 
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On 3 March, the Supreme Soviet of the Nagomyy Karabakh Republic disseminated via the Pro 

Armenia information center its version of the events. 

‘... To avoid unnecessary casualties among the civilian population, the Armenian self-defense 

force brigades left a corridor for them to leave the combat operations’ zone. However, soldiers of the 

National Army of Azerbaijan used this corridor and tried to break through using civilians as cover. 

Some civilians, around 200 inhabitants, including up to 40 Meskhetian Turk families, remained in the 

township (Khojaly - ed.). According 

to their wishes, they were all handed over to the Azerbaijani side, unconditionally ... The chair- 

man of the Supreme Soviet of the NKR has stated with regret that the hostages of Armenian 

nationality who were in Khojaly - 34 women and children - were also taken away by the retreating 

subunits of the National Army of Azerbaijan and their fate is yet unknown. The chairman of the 

Supreme Soviet of the NKR has set up a commission and a search group to determine the whereabouts 

of the missing NKR inhabitants of Armenian nationality and to identify them among the dead in 

Askeran district.’ The Pro Armenia agency also gave the point of view of the chief of the Internal 

Affairs Directorate of the NKR, who said: ‘The combat operations were brief and there were no 

fatalities among civilians of Azerbaijani nationality in the township itself.’ According to Pro Armenia, 

30-40 soldiers of the Azerbaijani army died and over 100 were taken prisoner in the battle at Khojaly. 

As for the corpses of the civilians, the Azerbaijani army itself ‘put’ them there along the road from 

Khojaly to Agdam. Moreover, the head of the Internal Affairs Directorate said that the cold killed 

many of them. 

On 3 March, O. Kazaryan, an Armenian MP, also gave approximately the same interpretation of 

the events. ‘The desire to juxtapose two events is patently obvious - the anti-Armenian pogroms in 

Sumgait and the tragedy in Khojaly,’ he stated. ‘But this is a very tenuous parallel as Khojaly was 

taken as the result of a military operation to destroy enemy weapon emplacements. It was namely the 

Azerbaijani troops who prevented the civilian population from getting out of the encirclement 

unharmed.’ 

One doesn’t need to be a prophet to foresee a sharp deterioration in the situation in Nagornyy 

Karabakh and around it following the unprecedented number of casualties and fatalities resulting from 

the storming of the town of Khojaly. 

On 3 March, President of Armenia Levon Ter-Petrosyan said that he considered the withdrawal 

of the 366th Regiment to be ‘an ill-considered step’. Unless measures are taken to restore equilibrium 

to the region, the president of Armenia thinks it will be the start of a major war. 

According to reports from Baku, neither the leadership of Azerbaijan nor the various political 

forces are inclined towards peace initiatives. A session of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan is to convene on 5 March at which what is most likely to be discussed are measures for the 

armed defense of state sovereignty and territorial integrity. But it seems that even now the warring 

sides have cast off once and for all any restraints on mutual cruelty. 

An Mi-26 military helicopter belonging to the CIS Air Defense Forces was shot down on the 

border of Azerbaijan and Armenia on Tuesday evening. It was carrying women and children from 

Shaumyanov district of Nagorny Karabakh who had been left homeless and was attacked by a Mi-8 

military coloured helicopter near Armenia. Then ground missiles were launched at the Mi-26 

following which the helicopter caught fire and was downed near the Azerbaijani village of Seydilyar. 

Six people died. The rest - 31 passengers - were taken to Armenian hospitals by a rescue team. 

Meanwhile, just as dramatic events are unfolding in Stepanakert (Khankendi). Vadim Belykh, an 

Izvestiya special correspondent, gave the following report by telephone and fax from Baku on 4 

February: 

‘The 366th Regiment has not been able to withdraw from Nagorny Karabakh after all. It was 

blocked by a crowd of women and children who are convinced that Stepanakert will be destroyed once 

and for all and its inhabitants will be exterminated when the last CIS troops are withdrawn. The 

regiment’s commanders are in talks with the Armenian inhabitants, which have so far been fruitless. 

There are many wounded amongst the servicemen. According to unverified information, two 
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paratroopers from the incoming support echelon have been killed over the last 24 hours. Deserters 

from the 366th Regiment say that following mass desertions no more than 300-350 men (as opposed to 

the regulation 1,500) are left in the unit, and practically half the tanks, infantry fighting vehicles and 

tracks are in need of repair. In charge of the operation to withdraw the regiment from Nagorny 

Karabakh is Col.-Gen. Gromov, former commander of the 40th (Afghan) army, whose headquarters 

are located in Ganja.’ 

Vadim Belykh will go to Stepanakert soon if he can and then Izvestiya will have its own staff 

news from the theatre of military operations. 
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AZERIS HUNTED DOWN AND SHOT IN THE FOREST (Helen Womack) 

 

The Independent, March 5, 1992 

From Helen Womack in Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

The exact number of victims is still unclear, but there can be little doubt that Azeri civilians were 

massacred by Armenian fighters in the snowy mountains of Nagorny-Karabakh last week. 

Refugees from the enclave town of Khojaly, sheltering in the Azeri border town of Agdam, give 

largely consistent accounts of how their enemies attacked their homes on the night of 25 February, 

chased those who fled and shot them in the surrounding forests. Yesterday, I saw 75 freshly dug graves 

in one cemetery in addition to four mutilated corpses we were shown in the mosque when we arrived 

in Agdam late on Tuesday. 1 also saw women and children with bullet wounds in a makeshift hospital 

in a string of railway carriages at the station. Khojaly, an Azeri settlement in the enclave mostly 

populated by Armenians, had a population of about 6,000. Rashid Mamedov, Commandant of Police 

in Agdam, said only about 500 escaped to his town. “So where are the rest?” Some might have taken 

prisoner, he said, or fled elsewhere. Many bodies were still lying in the mountains because the Azeris 

were short of helicopters to retrieve them. He believed more than 1,000 had perished, some of cold in 

temperatures as low as -10C. 

Standing outside the Khojaly mosque, where woman beat their breasts in anguish, a refugee, 

Rami Nasiru, described how residents at first thought the attack was no more than the routine shooting 

to which they had become accustomed in four years of conflict. 

But when they saw the Armenians with a convoy of armoured personnel carriers, they realized 

they could not hope to defend themselves with machine guns and grenades, and fled into the forests. In 

the small hours, the massacre started. 

Mr. Nasiru, who believes his wife and two children were taken prisoner, repeated what many 

other refugees have said - that troops of the former Soviet army helped the Armenians to attack 

Khojaly. “It is not just my opinion, I saw it with my own eyes,” he said. 

So angry are the people in Agdam that it could be very risky for commonwealth forces due to 

withdraw from the enclave’s capital of Stepanakert to drive through this town, as they must do to reach 

Russia. The 366th Motorized Infantry Regiment yesterday seemed to have postponed its planned pull-

out. Commonwealth forces say they had to attack Khojaly because it was used as a base to attack 

Stepanakert. 

Woman, many of whom had followed Azeri tradition and scratched their cheeks to give the 

impression of tears of blood, knelt at the graves, producing a high-pitched ritual wailing. Graves 

decorated with dolls were those of young men who were due to be married. A middle-aged man stood 

over the grave of his nephew, Abulfat Aliev: born 1963, died February 1992. “He went back twice into 

the forest to save women and children. The third time he got killed himself. Write the truth,” the man 

said, expressing a common view that the Western Press has favoured Christian Armenia and been 

unfair to Muslim Azerbaijan. 

The mosque and graveyard were harrowing enough, but worse were the railway carriages with 

the wounded. Dr Eldar Sirajev, from Baku, said 256 people had been treated since 26 February. Nubar 

Dunimalieva lay on her stomach with bullet entry and exit wounds in her back. She had been in the 

forest with her four children and elderly mother. Two children had disappeared, but the other three 

escaped with her. They were lucky in that they were shot close to Azeri-held territory and managed to 

crawl to soldiers from their own side. 

Another surgeon, Satar Jagoubov from Baku University, appealed for antibiotics. Before Khojaly 

he had believed in the possibility of peace, but now the only solution was to clear Nagorny-Karabakh 

of Armenians, he said. “I cannot bear to see an Armenian any more.” The urge for vengeance, even 

among people as civilized as Dr. Jagoubov, bodes ill for the chances of settling this conflict. 
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On the way back, the fighters apparently decided to unnerve us by driving us into a cemetery 

whence they reconnoitered for Armenian snipers in the nearby fields. Seeing my fear, one of them 

said: “Are you scared? Now you now how our women feel.” 

A team sent to the region by the medical aid organisation Medecins sans Frontieres said 

yesterday that up to 35,000 Azeri civilians were heading towards Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, to escape 

Agdam, which is under fire by Armenian fighters. 

In Baku, the powerful Popular Front opposition yesterday called for President Ayaz Mutalibov’s 

resignation after the massacre. Azerbaijan’s parliament opens an emergency session today, where 

President Mutalibov is likely to face increased pressure to quit. 

In the Armenian capital, Yerevan, survivors from an Armenian helicopter downed in Azerbaijan 

said it came under fire before plunging to the ground in flames, killing at least 14 people. 
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ARMENIANS ‘HOLD AZERIS HOSTAGE’ (Helen Womack) 

 

The Independent, March 6, 1992 

From Helen Womack, in Agdam, Azerbaijan 

 

Azeri officials say as many as 600 civilians may have survived last week’s massacre in the 

mountains of Nagorny Karabakh and are trying to negotiate their release from Armenian captivity. 

Yesterday the prosecutor in the Azeri border town of Agdam interviewed a woman who was 

among five Azeri hostages swapped on Wednesday for the same number of Armenians held in custody 

here. His office was trying to arrange further exchanges yesterday. 

Durdana Agayeva, 20, a telephonist from the Azeri settlement of Khojaly which was captured by 

the Armenians last week, said she had been held in a cell with about 30 other women in the police 

station of the Armenian town of Askeran. She said she had been taken there when Armenian fighters, 

who she says shot scores if not hundreds of her neighbors from Khojaly, found her hiding in the woods 

around the town. 

Her brother, two other girls and a child were released with her yesterday, but they were too 

seriously hurt to be questioned immediately and were sent to hospital in Baku. Miss Agaeva, who wore 

a warm black coat given to her since she arrived in Agdam, hobbled into the prosecutor’s office with a 

bullet wound in her foot. 

The prosecutor, Zahid Tagiev, said the five had been exchanged for Armenians in jail for 

ordinary crimes they committed on Azeri territory before the present conflict. He denied reports that 

the Azeris were planning to recover more of their people - and the bodies of the dead still scattered on 

the mountainside - by paying the Armenians in petrol, although he admitted that individuals had got 

relatives back this way in the past. 

Since the fall of Khojaly, Armenians virtually control Nagorny Karabakh with the exception of 

the town of Shusha. 

Emotional crowds in Agdam say the Armenians want the hostages so they can force them to lie 

down in the road to stop a convoy of former Soviet forces from leaving Stepanakert. But the 

prosecutor said he had no evidence of this and he did not believe the Armenians would be so inhuman 

as to do it. 

Miss Agaeva said she and others held in Askeran had been beaten and the Armenians had 

subjected her to mental torture. “One said he was going to cut off my head. He was not joking. But 

then another calmed him down and said it was better to swap me. I refused to go unless Elshat [her 

brother] came with me.” 

The prosecutor showed an Azeri television film of the dead from Khojali scattered all over the 

mountains. The Muslim Azeris, who accuse the Western Press of having favoured Christian Armenia 

in the four-year conflict, want reporters to tell the world that they have suffered genocide. This is an 

exaggeration, but there is no doubt the Armenians killed considerable numbers of helpless women, 

children and elderly people fleeing Khojaly. The prosecutor said 200 bodies had been recovered and 

up to 1,500 might still be lying out on the frozen mountains. 

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia has announced new plans to mediate in the conflict, but there 

seems little chance he or any other outsiders can achieve anything. After Khojaly, the Azeris want 

revenge. Even if the politicians in Baku urge restraint, the fighting men on the ground will almost 

certainly ignore them - men such as the former sculptor, Jagub Rzaev, the bearded commander of an 

autonomous defence unit called the Hawks of Karabakh. He lost his son at Khojaly but said that was 

the normal price of war. What enraged him was seeing women and children killed by the Armenians. 

They would receive an answer to that soon. “The Armenians know me and they know I’ll never 

forgive them,” he said. “As long as I live they will never live in Karabakh.” 
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MOSCOW - At least 57 people were killed in clashes between Azeri and Armenian forces 

yesterday in Nagorny Karabakh, according to a toll compiled by several news agencies, AFP reports. 

The Russian Information Agency said 25 people were killed in a fierce battle for control of the 

Armenian settlement of Kazanchi, while Interfax reported 15 Armenians and seven Azeris were killed 

during fighting in the village of Mardakert, and 10 died in an Armenian rocket attack. 
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THE KARABAKH KNOT “HOT SPOTS” STRETCH TO THE FRONT LINE 

(Zaur Kadymbekov) 

 

Pravda, March 7, 1992, Saturday, No. 49 

 

The Khojaly Tragedy 

 

Elman Mammadov, the head of the town’s executive authority, lost 22 of his relatives within a 

few hours, amongst them his mother. Khojaly, which was besieged, first of all suffered mass artillery 

bombardment, he recounts. Alazan missiles, weapons from tanks, armoured personnel carriers and 

infantry fighting vehicles were being fired at the town from all four sides continuously. Under the 

cover of armoured hardware, infantry fighters launched their assault when everything around lay in 

ruins, scorched, after artillery had first pounded away for many hours to destroy the town. The few 

surviving defenders of the town and civilians retreated to the forest, fording an icy river. ‘All night 

long our column including women, children, the elderly and the wounded made its way through the 

forest. By morning we were out of the forest - the fields of the Armenian village of Nakhchivanik lay 

ahead. It was here that we were met by point-blank fire from machine guns and automatic weapons. 

They fired mercilessly at the exhausted live targets. A good many of my compatriots, friends and 

relatives fell here. Seven of my comrades and I, armed with automatic weapons, tried to give them 

cover. But to no avail. Cut off on all sides, we lay in the snow in the gorge for 12 hours, unable even to 

raise our heads due to the shooting.’ 

Atakishi Atakishiyev, the prosecutor of the town of Khojaly: ‘The town has been wiped off the 

face of the Earth. The help on which we pinned our hopes for so long did not come after all.’ 

Here is what privates of the 366th Regiment Yury Yakhnovich, Aleksey Bogdanov, Pavel 

Antipin and Pavel Zuyev, a group of soldiers who left the regiment because they did not want to 

participate in the interethnic conflict, have to say. Aleksey Bogdanov: ‘Many of the regiment’s 

officers, practically all the warrant officers and some of the soldiers are Armenians. They would take 

out from the unit at night armoured personnel carriers which were fully kitted out and they would 

come back “empty” in the morning.’ The frontiers of the war are spreading and it is growing in scale. 

 

Zaur Kadymbekov 

(Pravda correspondent) 
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TOMAS GOLTZ REPORTS (Thomas Goltz) 

 

The Sunday Тimes, March 8, 1992  

Thomas Goltz, the first to report the massacre  

bу Armenian soldiers, reports from Agdam. 

  

Thomas Goltz, the first to report the massacre by Armenian soldiers in the worst violence since 

the breakup of the Soviet Union, reports from Agdam 

Khojaly used to be a barren town, with empty shops and treeless dirt roads. Yet it was still home 

to thousands of people who, in happier times, tended fields and flocks of geese. Last week it was 

wiped off the map. 

The final toll of the massacre, in which Armenians were accused of shooting and bayoneting 

fleeing Azeris, may never be known; the area in the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, in far-flung 

Azerbaijan, has been sealed off as the territorial dispute develops into all-out war. 

Yesterday, hundreds of Azeri troops backed by nine tanks and 20 armoured personnel carriers 

were said to have surged into the enclave, claimed by Armenia and Azerbaijan, to launch a fierce 

attack in which 200 Armenians were reported to have been killed. Armenia later claimed to have 

blunted the offensive, which was launched on Friday night with an attack on the town Askeran, near 

the Nagorno-Karabakh capital of Stepanakert. 

The offensive came after the resignation of Ayaz Mutalibov, Azerbaijan’s president, who had 

resisted pressure to step up attacks against Armenians. It had all the hallmarks of revenge. 

As sickening reports trickled in to the Azerbaijani border town of Agdam, and the bodies piled 

up in the morgues, there was little doubt that Khojaly and the stark foothills and gullies around it had 

been the site of the most terrible massacre since the Soviet Union broke apart. 

Just days before the assault, Khojaly knew it was doomed. The town had already been virtually 

cut off from the outside world, and the inhabitants predicted a bloodbath as Armenian forces advanced 

against Azerbaijani towns in the mainly Armenian enclave. 

The only way in was by helicopter, an appallingly dangerous journey: 22 helicopters had been 

hit by fire from the ground in November and December, although, miraculously, only one had been 

shot down. 

I was the last Westerner to visit Khojaly. That was in January and people were predicting their 

fate with grim resignation. Zumrut Ezoya, a mother of four on board the helicopter that ferried us into 

the town, called her community “sitting ducks, ready to get shot”. She and her family were among the 

victims of the massacre on February 26. 

The town had become immobilised by tension. People stood in small groups on the streets, 

muttering furtively to each other and waiting for what they regarded as the inevitable. At night, they 

huddled in their candlelit houses - electricity was cut off long ago - listening to the gunfire as the small 

garrison struggled to hold the outskirts against Armenian militiamen. 

“The Armenians have taken all the outlying villages, one by one, and the government does 

nothing,” Balakisi Sakikov, 55, a father of five, said. “Next they will drive us out or kill us all,” said 

Dilbar, his wife. The couple, their three sons and two daughters were killed in the assault, as were 

many other people I had spoken to. 

Some had already fled the town on the precarious helicopter flight - the road having been cut off 

- but then returned to Khojaly because the government in Baku, the Azerbaijani capital, gave no 

succour to refugees. Better to die in Karabakh than beg in the streets, they said. Then the helicopter 

link was severed, too. 

The town had learnt from Armenian prisoners that an attack was coming, “We begged Baku to 

open up the air corridor and at least get the women and children out,” said Elman Mahmedov, the 

mayor and one of the survivors. “The government did nothing. We were utterly sold out.” 
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On February 25, the gunfire became louder. The Armenians had broken through. “They opened 

their barrage at about 8.30pm, attacking from three sides about two hours later,” said Mahmedov. 

“They wanted us to run the gauntlet. We had no choice.” 

A group of Azeris took up positions to fight the attackers while the mayor and a large group of 

civilians were led eastwards by other Azerbaijani militiamen to safety. “By dawn we had managed to 

work our way through a wooded area and had entered an area filled with brush,” said the mayor. 

“It was close to the Armenian lines we knew we would have to cross. There was a road, and the 

first units of the column ran across. Then all hell broke loose. Bullets were raining down on us from all 

sides. We had just entered their trap.” 

The Azeri defenders were picked off one by one. Survivors say that Armenian forces then began 

a pitiless slaughter, firing at anything moved in the gullies. A video taken by an Azeri cameraman, 

wailing and crying as he filmed body after body, showed a grisly trail of death leading towards higher, 

forested ground where the villagers had sought refuge from the Armenians. 

“The Armenians just shot and shot and shot,” said Omer Veyselov, 55, lying in hospital in 

Agdam with shrapnel wounds. “I saw my wife and daughter fall right by me.” 

People wandered through the hospital corridors looking for news of the loved ones. Some vented 

their fury on foreigners: “Where is my daughter, where is my son?” wailed a mother. “Raped. 

Butchered. Lost.” 

Azerbaijan has said as many as 1,000 refugees were killed as they tried to flee. The Armenians 

have denied this, saying the civilians were caught in “crossfire”. The killings unleashed a wave of 

fierce nationalist anger in Azerbaijan, leading to the president’s resignation. 

His removal prompted expectations of a tougher approach, apparently borne out by yesterday’s 

fresh Azerbaijani offensive. Thousands of troops were reported to have advanced on Armenian-

populated villages in the enclave. “The situation is very difficult,” said Vazgen Sarkisyan, Armenia’s 

minister of defence. “The Armenians don’t have tanks or heavy weapons. But the Azeris do.” 
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KARABAKH FALLS PREY TO REVENGE (Helen Womack) 

 

The Independent, March 8, 1992 

 

Helen Womack confronts the evidence of a massacre on her arrival in Agdam 

 

“WHEN Armenians get killed you simply report it. When our people die you say they were 

‘allegedly’ killed.” This is an Azeri soldier speaking. He was showing Western reporters the bodies of 

civilian refugees in a mosque in Agdam. They were slaughtered by Armenian guerrillas when they 

took the town of Khojaly on 25 February. “You come here and show sympathy but we know you will 

go away and write something different,” the soldier said. 

The Muslim Azeris are convinced the West favours Christian Armenia in the four-year war over 

the mountain enclave of Nagorny Karabakh. Armenians are equally adamant that they are 

misrepresented. It is a mine-field for outsiders. 

Just before I arrived at the Azeri border town of Agdam on Tuesday, Armenian officials denied 

that civilian refugees had been murdered after the fight for Khojali. They implied the Azeris were not 

only exaggerating the death toll by claiming more than 1,000 killed but were staging a show to make 

battle deaths look like a massacre. 1 did not know what to believe. 

The night I got to Agdam I was taken to the mosque where the bodies were. They were hideously 

mutilated, deliberately said the Azeris. Why only four? I asked the soldier. Because relatives had 

already buried scores of others. Hundreds more corpses were still lying in the mountains, he said. The 

four bodies had not been claimed, perhaps because their relatives also died. 

Each day brings more evidence that innocent people are being killed; they are not just caught in 

the crossfire. I have little doubt that on this occasion, two weeks ago, the Azeris were the victims of 

Armenian brutality. In the past it has been the other way round. So much hatred has accumulated on 

both sides that the future seems to hold only endless revenge and counter-revenge.  

Early on Wednesday a large crowd gathered outside Agdam's mosque; some people were 

survivors from Khojaly, some were relatives, desperate because they said Armenians were shooting at 

Azeris trying to recover the dead from the hills. The chief of police, Colonel Rashid Mamedov, said 

only about 500 Khojaly residents reached Agdam safely. 

The accounts of the slaughter were consistent; these were simple people. They described how the 

Armenians surprised them with the heaviest attack on the town so far, how they realised they could not 

defend themselves and fled at about midnight into the surrounding woods, how a column of refugees 

tried to walk down the Askeran Gap to Agdam and how in the small hours of the morning Armenian 

fighters trapped them there and fired indiscriminately on women, children and old men. Many of those 

who did not die by the bullet froze to death on the mountainsides. 

Ramiz Nasiru, a shoemaker who believes his wife and two children were captured alive, said he 

saw Russians from the former Soviet army supporting the Armenians with armoured personnel 

carriers. Other survivors spoke of Russian involvement. 

Last year the Armenians accused Soviet Interior Ministry troops of joining Azeri raids on their 

villages. At that point it seemed as if Mikhail Gorbachev had come down on the side of Azerbaijan in 

the fight for the disputed enclave. The Commonwealth of Independent States, which is now 

withdrawing its remaining forces from Nagorny Karabakh, says it was always neutral in the conflict. I 

think it is possible that some Russian officers, facing a future of uncertainty back home, are helping 

fellow Christian Armenians as mercenaries. 

The crowd outside the mosque was swelled by hundreds of people from all over Azerbaijan who 

had come to arrange funerals for their relatives. They were distraught because the bodies had still not 

been retrieved. Agdam's judge, Adil Qasimov, said about 200 bodies had been brought down from the 
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mountains but he believed as many as 1,500 bodies were still up there. A further 600 people from 

Khojaly might be held captive by the Armenians. 

At Agdam railway station, a passenger train was turned into a makeshift clinic after the town's 

hospital was damaged by artillery fire in an earlier battle with Armenians. Since the assault on 

Khojaly, 256 patients had passed through the train's doors. Nubar Duniamalieva, 43, was still there. 

She described how she had crawled to the safety of Azeri lines with a bullet in her back. Two of her 

children had escaped with her, two were missing. Sayale Zenalova, 60, lifted her skirt to show a bullet 

wound in her thigh. Her daughter Valide was with her, also wounded in the leg. Sayale said two of her 

five sons had been shot dead before her eyes, the others were missing. 

The doctor on the train, Eldar Sirazhev, said a terrible tragedy had taken place but the world was 

silent. “The West has always supported the Armenian side because they have a large, eloquent 

diaspora,” he declared. 

Agasy Babaoghlu, a journalist and one of the few Azeris I met who was prepared to admit 

Armenians were suffering too, hoped that with “imperialist” Soviet forces out of the way and a 

democratically elected government in Baku, Azeri and Armenian leaders might be able to compromise 

over Nagorny Karabakh. But it is more likely that a new government in Azerbaijan will press on with 

the fight for Nagorny Karabakh which Azeris say was theirs for centuries and which Armenians say 

they lost as a result of boundary changes made by Lenin. 

“We will forgive the Armenians only when they get out of Karabakh,” said Yagub Rzaev, the 

grey-bearded commander of the autonomous defence unit “Hawks of Karabakh”. And indeed 

yesterday it seemed that the Azeris were already taking their revenge for what happened at Khojaly. 

Armenia said 200 of its fighters had been killed in a new thrust by the enemy into the disputed enclave. 
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CRISIS IN NAGORNO-KARABAKH (The Irish Times) 

 

The Irish Times, March 12, 1992 

 

Sir, — To enable your readers to have a more objective assessment of the situation in Nagorno-

Karabakh the following points should also be underlined: 

The fact of this matter is that Nagorno-Karabakh is part of the territory of Azerbaijan. The 

territorial claims by the Armenians over that region and the attempts to change the status quo by the 

Armenians is the main cause of the conflict. Azerbaijan is entitled to assume the public order in this 

particular region and the local Armenians should accept this prerequisite without objection, let alone to 

challenge the constitutional authority by force and terrorism. 

The Azeris living in the Nagorno-Karabakh region have been subjected to continuous threats and 

attacks by the Armenians whose aim is to drive the Azeri people away from their homeland. As a 

result thousands of Azeris have been forced to flee their houses and villages. The Armenian militia last 

week brutally massacred about 1,000 Azeri civilians, killing indiscriminately children, women and the 

elderly. This massacre should be openly and strongly condemned by all. 

On the other hand, as you rightly pointed out in your editorial of March 9th, involvement of the 

third parties in the conflict by taking sides with either of the parties will aggravate the situation further. 

All questions related to Nagorno-Karabakh should be settled through negotiation between the 

Azeris and the Armenians, without any outside intervention, on the basis that boundaries can be 

modified only by the countries concerned and that the inhabitants of Nagorno-Karabakh should fully 

enjoy their human rights. — Yours, etc., 

Aydin Durusoy Counsellor, Turkish Embassy 60 Merrion Road, Dublin 4 
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NAGORNYY KARABAKH: THE PLAIN HORROR OF WAR (Vadim Belykh) 

 

Izvestiya, March 14, 1992, No. 62 

Vadim Belykh, Izvestiya  

 

TO THE OFFENSIVE - BY BUS 

 

Crammed full of men armed to the teeth, the bus rattled as it sped through the half-empty streets 

of Agdam. It flashed its indicators from time to time and then the passengers holding Kalashnikovs 

shouted out slogans in one voice. Somewhere up ahead exchanges of fire burst out then died down and 

explosions thundered - this was day two of the offensive by Azerbaijani military forces against the 

Armenian village of Askeran and the volunteer militia brigade, in its utterly peaceful carriage, was 

rushing to join the attackers. 

Squashed between the butt of somebody’s gun and a steel handrail, I couldn’t help being 

suspended over the driver, Yusif Badirov, who without slowing down, showed me a crumpled 

photograph: 

‘This is my brother, Tofik. He fought in the people’s army here. Practically nobody survived 

from their mortar battery. Ten men are missing in action. I have come from Baku and I want to find 

my brother - dead or alive. I was in battle yesterday. Though they gave me only grenades, but I have a 

submachine gun today ...’ 

Incidentally, the volunteer militia didn’t get to join the battle that day. The bus braked at the 

approach to the positions and the order was given to suspend the offensive. 

The exchanges of fire began to die down and only the Grad hidden in a hollow stubbornly 

launched its missiles from time to time which screamed towards the hills where the roofs of the distant 

village could be seen. 

Another day in the Karabakh war had come to an end and the sides could already count their 

losses - the killed, the wounded and the prisoners. Askeran was not taken after all. With the support of 

infantry fighting vehicles and armoured personnel carriers, the Azerbaijanis only managed to put down 

firing positions on the approaches to it as well as to destroy two small Armenian villages - 

Nakhchivanik and Khanabad. 

The operation, which was designed to revenge Khojaly, failed. 

 

NO WARMING HANDS OVER THE FIRE 

 

People assemble at the branch of the Agdam Popular Front from morning every day. They have 

come here from all over Azerbaijan for the corpses of their relatives who died. Only a few are lucky. 

Most of those killed are in places which are in the hands of Armenian formations today. They are 

mostly victims of the Khojaly tragedy. Quite a lot has been said about the bloody storming of the little 

town near Stepanakert (Khankendi) but we will not find out soon what really did happen there on that 

terrible February night. Only ever new eyewitness accounts are helping in some way to reconstruct the 

events. 

‘On 26 February, I had taken wounded out of Stepanakert and was returning through the Askeran 

Gates,’ Major Leonid Kravets, deputy commander of the helicopter squadron, says. ‘Some bright 

patches below caught my eye. I went in lower and my flight engineer shouted: “Look! There are 

women and children!” And I myself had already caught sight of around 200 killed, scattered around 

the slope, and men with guns were walking amongst them ... We flew later and tried to gather up the 

corpses. A local militia captain was with us. I have forgotten his name. He found there his four-year-

old son whose skull had been smashed and he went out of his mind. Another child we managed to pick 
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up, before they began firing at us, was headless. I saw the mutilated corpses of women, children and 

the elderly everywhere ...’ 

They are thought to be refugees from Khojaly. An ambush was waiting for them around 800 

meters from the frontline Azerbaijani posts. Only a little girl managed to survive by a miracle ... 

Unbridled looting and slaughter was already under way in the captured town then. They broke 

into Murvat Mammadova’s at three o’clock in the morning. By that time her husband had been 

seriously wounded on the defence line and two of her elder sons had been taken prisoner. She was 

dragged out from under the bed with three small children and they killed a neighbor and her daughter 

in front of her and then they started to torture her, demanding that she should hand over money and 

valuables to them. Later they were taken hostage. Then they were released and suffered the terrible 

fate of refugees: homelessness, poverty, endless waiting for any news of relatives taken prisoner ... 

Such fates are innumerable. The Azerbaijanis put the number of their dead in Khojaly at roughly 1,500 

in total. Mostly civilians, a further 700 are listed as hostages. I am a witness: refugees were heading for 

Agdam even on the twelfth day after Khojaly was stormed - frostbitten, looking like skeletons, 

bewildered ... 

Nevertheless, there is something strange here. The Armenian side gave a warning about the 

impending attack a month beforehand but the Azerbaijani side did nothing to evacuate civilians from 

the town. The military operation to break the blockade of the besieged township kept being postponed. 

No attempts were made to evacuate the civilians by helicopter. Fighters from the Azerbaijani brigades 

defending Khojaly, who survived by a miracle, recount that they stopped receiving food, medicines 

and munitions long before the bloody events took place. And that night they had to meet practically 

empty-handed the enemy who was attacking under the cover of fire from armoured equipment. 

Intentionally or not, the terrible outcome was being prepared on both sides. And hundreds of innocent 

people became hostages in this game ... 

 

A HERO BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

 

Shell fire rumbled rather close by again. 

‘The twenty-seventh, I think?’ Rustam Gadzhiyev, a member of the board of the Agdam branch 

of the Azerbaijani Popular Front, said, throwing me a questioning look. 

It was evening and we were sitting on the first story of the House of Children’s Arts which had 

been turned today into something mid-way between a headquarters, a military depot and a barracks 

and in between our snatches of conversation we tried to count the bursts of the missiles falling on the 

town in the darkness. Generally speaking, Agdam is being shelled methodically and intermittently. But 

all around the clock. Mainly by Alazan and Kristall rockets. In peace time they were used to chase 

away clouds which threatened to bring down hailstones. Today, both sides are successfully using these 

rockets to destroy each other. Their killing and destructive power is small but the psychological 

pressure they impose is more terrible. Nobody in Agdam is safe from being killed at any moment by a 

blast or by a Kristall rocket falling on his house and destroying the simple property which he has 

accumulated over the years. 

Everybody here in Agdam is a player in a great and terrible lottery: will he be lucky or unlucky 

... 

'Believe me, we could have helped the people of Khojaly,’ Rustam argues. ‘We had the forces 

and the opportunities. But the leadership of the republic wanted to show the people that we did not 

have the forces and to call upon the CIS army for help, at the same time putting down the opposition 

with the help of this army.’ 

Time will tell whether this is the case or not. Although dissatisfaction with the actions of the 

national armed forces is growing in Azerbaijan. Against all expectations, after the withdrawal of the 

CIS troops temporarily stationed in Nagornyy Karabakh, the Armenians not only repulsed all the 

attacks by their enemies but also captured and destroyed the majority of the 54 Azerbaijani villages 

and towns in the former autonomous republic. Once-peaceful Agdam became a frontline town. 
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According to comments, the Armenian detachments are well-armed, disciplined and well-trained. They 

use cunning ambushes, snipers and competent field engineers. 

Their opponents have nothing in particular to boast about. Azerbaijani police subunits, battalions 

of the people’s army and armed detachments of the Popular Front are operating on the Agdam front. 

All these various troops have armoured personnel carriers, tanks, infantry fighting vehicles, artillery 

and are formally under a single command. In actual fact, any leader of a dozen men with submachine 

guns prefers to act as he himself sees fit, paying little heed to orders from above. The town is full of 

men in pretty dappled uniforms, with submachine guns in their hands and grenades sticking out of 

every pocket who nonetheless have nothing in common with the military, other than looking good ... 

 

TO THE FRONT BY TAXI 

 

A new morning in the besieged town of Agdam began with another order by Col. Mammadov, 

the town commandant: ‘Thirty days arrest for attempting to take a correspondent to combat positions.’ 

They explained to me later that this toughness was due, in the first instance, to concern about 

journalists’ safety and, second, ‘to 80 per cent of their ranks being agents of various special services 

whose aim is not to prepare reports but to spy for Moscow and Yerevan’. 

But this order, like any other, could not be carried out either. By a happy coincidence, reporters 

(myself included) often managed to get to the frontline positions by taxi and in passing vehicles. And 

to see there, with amazement, instead of terrible fortifications ... untrained soldiers sitting right in the 

snow, hiding behind stones and in ditches. Soldiers unable to (or not wanting to!) dig themselves even 

a simple trench to somehow shelter from bullets flying from the other side ... Practically every day sees 

more and more shocking results of this ‘tactic’. 

Azerbaijani servicemen opened fire right away when, from the post at Karagaya, they saw two 

Armenian infantry fighting vehicles coming towards Askeran from the village of Nakhchivanik. It was 

a good thing that their armoured personnel carriers were standing nearby. They failed to hit them and 

the armoured vehicles which they had shot at managed to hide behind a pig farm. The lull in the 

crossfire did not last long. First of all a helicopter circled around the area of the skirmish, then a 

vehicle which broke cover hit the post with the first missile it fired: two Azerbaijani fighters were 

killed on the spot, another two died a little later and four were wounded. A terrible panic broke out. 

None of those who took part in that battle were able to recount clearly what happened later. It seemed 

to them that they were being attacked and fired upon from all sides. And soldiers of the Azerbaijani 

army on duty here were afraid even several days afterwards to approach the scene of the tragedy. So 

everything was left at that post as it was: pools of blood, a tent ripped to shreds by shrapnel, 

abandoned caps, an unfinished glass of tea ... 

... Before the offensive on Askeran, a military bulldozer was sent out in front of the military 

vehicles to clear mines, as should be. But the driver-cum-engineer forgot to lower the special scoop 

and as a result the armoured vehicle’s track ran over two anti-tank mines at once. The vehicle was put 

out of commission and its forgetful driver ended up in hospital with two broken legs ... 

There are a great many examples like this but nobody learns from them. The armed detachments 

of the Azerbaijani Popular Front are still the most combat-ready force here and they are made up 

mainly of local inhabitants or people from other regions of the republic that have lost their relatives in 

Karabakh. But they are not able to change the overall picture, nonetheless. 

The supreme leadership prefers to put its military failures down to assistance to the Armenian 

formations by the former Soviet army and to certain foreign mercenaries ... 

 

SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

 

The four boys sitting in front of me were embarrassed and the conversation was awkward to start 

with. And 1 myself didn’t know what to call them: deserters, turncoats, runaways ... Pavel Zuyev from 

Sverdlovsk region, Yuriy Lyakhovich from Crimea, Aleksey Bondarev and Pavel Natipin, both from 
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Penza. Former gun-layers and gunners, former soldiers of the now disbanded 366th Stepanakert 

Regiment. Thrown by fate and the commanders into the very eye of that very cruel inter-ethnic 

conflict... 

‘We ended up in the regiment after training in Samara,’ they say. ‘Generally speaking, we were 

all being trained there for serving in Germany but anyone who was found to have an illness was sent to 

Transcaucasia. Beforehand, they made us sign a statement that we had no objections. And then it 

began! They took our uniform away and gave us a threadbare replacement. There was no bread, no salt 

and no letters from home. We slept on a bare mattress. We washed just twice in a year ... The whole 

regiment - from the last soldier to the senior commanders - have lice. We’ve got abscesses from their 

bites, legs are festering. If you go to the medical unit they say: “You’ll get treatment at home.” Pay for 

tablets or injections. Civilians move freely around the regiment offering local hooch, vodka. Where 

does a soldier get the money from? The lads agree with a sentry, they ‘steal’ zinc from bullets, sell it 

and spend the money on drink. So everybody in the unit goes about drunk - the soldiers and the 

officers. There are fights all the time. It’s a disaster if you end up in the guardhouse. The officers come 

with sticks during the night: they beat you, make you crawl naked on your stomach along the tarmac, 

pour cold water over you in winter. The attitude towards locals is hard to understand. Everything was 

fine when we were shelling the town of Shusha from tanks. Then Armenians came to the checkpoint 

and they shot a Kazakh soldier right in the eye and wounded another. 

‘The commander of the first battalion was once planning with the commander of an artillery 

division what they would do on operational duty - they would take out equipment and at their own risk 

would break out of Karabakh. The regimental commander got wind of this and he stood them down 

from duty. But soldiers will run away anyway. Three to five men every day. Although this is also very 

dangerous. We remember two taking to their heels. A report was received a few days later: the corpses 

are lying between Khojaly and Askeran - fetch the bodies. One of them was Aleksandr Gorokhov from 

the artillery division, and the second one, his comrade, wasn’t found. 

‘Once, 11 men ran away in one go. They walked along the road carrying a white flag. They came 

under fire in Mardakert district. Only six made it to Agdam alive. The Armenians caught a further two 

of the runaways and turned them back into the division in exchange for 800 liters of diesel fuel. We 

were fired at as well and we only escaped by a miracle. 

‘Since October, men have been going out of the regiment on combat duty at night. But only 

officers and trusted old-timers, mainly driver mechanics and sometimes gun-layers, on armoured 

personnel carriers and tanks, taking guns with them. They would come back in the morning drunk and 

all the munitions would be spent. The soldiers said that first of all they would drink with the fighters 

and then, at their bidding, drive out to Azerbaijani villages and shoot...’ 

Such is the neutrality of the CIS army. Moreover, there is also quite a lot of evidence that the 

combat hardware of the 366th Regiment played a fateful role in the storming of Khojaly, giving fire 

support to the attacking Armenian detachments. To be fair, I will note that the military do not harbour 

any sympathies for the warring sides. They routed the Armenians with similar inspiration no less than 

a year ago in the vicinity of the villages of Getashen, Martunashen and Voskepar. The Azerbaijanis did 

not note anything unnatural here then either ... 
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ONLY THE DEAD REMAIN IN KHOJALY (Victoria Ivleva) 

 

Moskovskiye Novosti, March, 15, 1992 

 

I WAS WITH THEM ... 

 

I went on a photo shoot in Stepanakert on 25 February. As it turned out I was engulfed in the 

middle of events. That night the Armenian detachments launched a ground attack on the village of 

Khojaly. Azerbaijani forces were firing on Stepanakert from there and the only airport in Nagorny 

Karabakh was right there. 

I was in the second attack echelon with the doctors. Several kilometers before Khojaly we 

suddenly saw something in the distance coming towards us. In the darkness it resembled a cloud. We 

heard groans, cries and curses in both Azerbaijani and Armenian. The ‘cloud’ turned out to be a crowd. 

There were people half-naked, a lot of children ... 

The Armenian soldiers moving them explained - They are Meskhetian Turks and we have taken 

them prisoner. 

Last in that big crowd of Turks on the march was a woman with three children. She was walking 

barefoot on the snow. She barely moved and fell quite often. As it turned out later the youngest of her 

children was only two days old. Two days! 

I took the baby in my hands and started walking with the Turks. We were both - I and that 

woman - crying bitterly. Dark night, huge mess ... Even though my clothing distinguished me from the 

Turks I was clubbed several times and cursed at to move quicker. I knew that I was under no threat but 

for a moment there I felt like a prisoner. I wouldn’t want anybody to go through that. 

The next morning I was in Khojaly. The village was on fire. Corpses were scattered around the 

streets. I myself counted seven bodies and one of them was still in police uniform. Then we were 

suddenly the targets of automatic fire. Azerbaijani policemen (Omon) lodged in one of the houses were 

firing. 

The fight near that house continued until the evening and resulted in two dead and several 

injured on the Armenian side. I do not know what happened to the policemen, whether they were 

killed or could escape in the dark. 

I did not see any soldiers of the 366th Motorised Infantry Regiment during the attack on Khojaly. 

However, I saw with my own eyes the military armour and artillery shelling preceding the attack. 

... The Turks were released after two days. They took them to the front line in Askeran region, 

showed them the way and told them to go ahead. Not everybody was released, they kept 10 men as 

prisoners. However, the Armenians later confessed that they were no use at all: they could not 

exchange them, even for a tin of petrol. No one needed them, they belonged to no one at all. The 

soldiers guarding the Turks treated them quite humanely. Janna Galstyan, one of the leaders of the 

Karabakh opposition, brought some clothes for the children. Maybe the Karabakh Armenians felt how 

similar their fate was to the lives of the Meskhetians? 

The captive Turks were the most horrible thing I saw during those days in Khojaly. They were 

people who had fled Uzbekistan three years earlier and been sent to Nagorny Karabakh, to the action 

zone, by the Azerbaijani government. Among those exiled from Khojaly there were older women who 

must have remembered the 1944 deportation from Georgia. This was their third exile ... Would it be 

the last? 

 

Victoria Ivleva 
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‘DEATH IS WANDERING THE GREEN HILLS’ (Milliyyet) 

 

Milliyyet, March 15, 1992 

Foreign Press Centre 

 

The West witnessed the scene of the Armenian massacre. Russian soldiers admit: 'We were 

persuaded to fight Azerbaijanis' 

 

While it was said that there had been a confrontation between forces of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) leaving Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenian militiamen (police officers), 

Russian soldiers withdrawing from the region said, ‘We were persuaded to fight Azerbaijanis.’ 

Meanwhile the hills of Karabakh were covered with the bodies of Azerbaijanis killed by Armenians. 

Western journalists taken to the hills of the region by helicopter viewed the Armenian massacre in 

horror, witnessing the savagery committed against Azerbaijanis. 

A correspondent from the French news agency AFP said that he counted 31 bodies of women, 

children and elderly people killed by projectiles. It was said that there were up to 50 bodies of people 

shot at close range in those bloody hills and that all were from Khojaly, which had been occupied by 

Armenians. 

ID cards establishing their Khojaly origins were found near 31 bodies. Azerbaijanis said that 

another 20 bodies had been carried to Agdam by volunteers. 

The pilot of one of three armoured helicopters belonging to the CIS army testified that there 

were still dozens of dead Turks [Azerbaijanis - ed.] in the hills of the region, unchecked because of 

their proximity to Armenian forces. 

Thirty-two-year-old Zahid Jabbarov, who lost his wife and son in the massacre, told the AFP 

correspondent that about 60 dead bodies collected the previous day were due to be identified in the 

Agdam mosque. 

 

CIS-ARMENIAN CONFRONTATION 

 

On the other hand Armenians, bloodlust unquenched, then took on CIS forces. 

Regional commander Sufian Beppayev explained to journalists in Tbilisi that an arm of the CIS 

forces withdrawn from Karabakh clashed with Armenian forces outside Stepanakert [the Armenian 

name for the town of Khankendi - ed.]. 

Beppayev said that the confrontation occurred in the village of Ballurja, but he did not provide 

further information. 

After CIS Commander-in-Chief Yevgeny Shaposhnikov gave the order to withdraw detachments 

from Karabakh last week, some Khankendi-based detachments began to pull out. 

 

ONE RUSSIAN DEATH 

 

It was also stated that a CIS army soldier had been killed in Karabakh during an attack the 

previous night. According to a CIS military representative in Moscow, Sergeant A. Ruder lost his life 

in the attack while fulfilling an order to withdraw a motorized infantry detachment under his 

command. The spokesman stressed that it had not yet been ascertained which side attacked first. 

The Interfax news agency also said that the order to withdraw the motorized infantry detachment 

had been delayed and the detachment was waiting for orders to renew the attack. 

 

FOUR SOLDIERS CONFESS 
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Four soldiers of the 366th Motorized Infantry Regiment which began to withdraw from the 

Karabakh region stated that they were encouraged to struggle against Azerbaijanis ‘As a sacred duty.’ 

According to the Azerbaijani ASSA-Irada press agency, four soldiers named as Pavel Antipov, 

Yuri Lyakovich, Pavel Zuyev and Alexey Bondarev stated at a press conference that they underwent 

‘brainwashing’ and as a Christian Russians they were called by the Christian Armenians to struggle 

against Muslim Azerbaijanis. 

The agency said that the four soldiers had deserted from the 366th Regiment on February 20. 

By the way, Elman Mammadov, headman of the occupied village of Khojaly, stated that the 

bodies of 15 Russian officers had been taken away by Armenians in order to eliminate evidence of 

Russian participation in battles on their side. 

 

LEADERSHIP ACCUSED 

 

The headman of the occupied village of Khojaly in the Nagorno-Karabakh region accused the 

government of Azerbaijan, naming head of state Ayaz Mutalibov, of not defending Azerbaijanis 

against Armenian aggression. 

Mammadov held a press conference in Baku, the capital city of Azerbaijan, and declared that 

The Azerbaijani leadership constantly assured us of rescue today or tomorrow. We were told to 

wait but unfortunately they did not come. 

The headman said that 22 members of his family had been killed during the attacks and he 

continued his speech in tears: 

We relied on the government of Azerbaijan. We were sure that they would not leave us alone. But 

no help arrived from them. There were no helicopters and no other kind of assistance from the 

government. 
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MASSACRE IN KHOJALY (Jill Smolowe, Reported by Yuri Zarakhovich) 

 

TIME, March 16, 1992  

By Jill SMOLOWE  

Reported by Yuri ZARAKHOVICH/Moscow)  

 

(Feature, pages 38-39)  

 

The blood feud between Armenians and Azerbaijanis claims 200 civilians 

 

While the details are disputed, this much is plain: something grim and unconscionable happened 

in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly two weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them 

mutilated, have been transported out of the town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated enclave of 

Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of dead the Azerbaijanis 

claim 1,324 civilians were slaughtered, most of them women and children--is unknown. But the facile 

explanation offered by the attacking Armenians, who insist that no innocents were deliberately killed, 

is hardly convincing.   

The assault represents an alarming escalation in the hostilities that are rapidly pushing Christian 

Armenia and Muslim Azerbaijan toward all-out war. Over the past four years, the two republics have 

pressed their territorial claims to Nagorno-Karabakh, a 1,700-sq.-mi. piece of turf located within 

Azerbaijan's boundaries but home mainly to Armenians. Until the breakup of the Soviet Union, 

Azerbaijan held the upper hand, owing to military support from units of the now disintegrating 

Seventh Army. The embattled Armenians enjoyed sympathy from many of Moscow's liberals and 

democrats, who disliked the collusion between Azerbaijan and Kremlin hard-liners.   

Now perceptions are shifting as Azerbaijanis assume the role of underdog and Armenians appear 

to be the predatory wolves. Videotapes circulated by the Azerbaijanis include images of disfigured 

civilians, some of them scalped, others shot through the head. Armenians claim the footage is fake. 

They insist that they left a corridor open for civilians to flee Khojaly but that Azerbaijani soldiers led a 

group of 200 civilians into harm's way. The use of surface-to-air missiles, sophisticated Grad rocket 

batteries and armor proves that both sides are now armed with state-of-the-art weapons that were 

bequeathed by, sold by or stolen from Soviet units.   

Although Nagorno-Karabakh is small, the implications of the violence are large. Officials from 

other republics regard the outcome as a test for the future prospects of the patchwork Commonwealth 

of Independent States. Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of Kazakhstan, warns that the clash may 

"create a precedent for uncontrolled development of conflicts within the C.I.S." Late last week 

Azerbaijani President Ayaz Mutalibov resigned under criticism for mishandling the crisis. Meanwhile, 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin called upon the two republics to "show political will and wisdom and 

start a dialogue." However, with the guns sounding so loudly, it is hard to imagine how the two sides 

will be able to hear each other.   
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IN ARMENIAN UNIT, RUSSIAN IS SPOKEN (Paul Quinn-Judge) 

 

THE BOSTON GLOBE  

Monday, March 16, 1992  

By Paul Quinn-Judge.  

 

Stepanakert [Now Hankendi -- Ed.], Nagorno-Karabagh -- Troops of the former Soviet army are 

continuing to fight and die in Nagorno-Karabagh, despite claim by the Commonwealth of Independent 

States' high command that they have been withdrawn. 

The last Commonwealth unit in Nagorno-Karabagh, the 366th Motorized Rigiment, was 

officially pulled out last week. However, a fair sprinkling of non-Armenian troops can be seen in and 

around Stepanakert [Hankendi -- Ed.], the Armenian-held capital of the disputed enclave.   

They are serving in tank crews, repairing military equipment, visiting comrades in the hospital. 

Some claim to be half-Armenian, despite their blond hair. All, however, give or take orders in Russian, 

not Armenian.  

In addition, all are described as volunteers, fighting for cause, not high salaries.   

They are like Valery, a captain from Mogilev, Belarus. A veteran of fighting in Somalia and an 

officer of the elite airborne, Valery-who would not give his family name, is now battalion commander 

of a new Armenian unit.   

Then there is Yuri Nikolayevich, a cheery but cautious lieutenant colonel said to have been the 

deputy commander of the 366th regiment.   

Yuri Nikolayevich still wears his uniform. He refuses to give his full name or talk about his 

current role.   

Armenian officials say that Yuri Nikolayevich went over to the Armenian fighters last week with 

a large part of the regiment's military hardware.   

The fighters are also people like the unnamed Russian soldier who was killed last Thursday 

along with his Armenian comrade when their armored personnel carrier hit an Azerbaijani land mine.   

Valery plans to spend at least the next three years here. Now, he is receiving only food and 

accommodation Karabagh Armenians, he says. However, sometime soon, he expects to sign a formal 

contract.   

He refers to the Azerbaijani fighters as "duchy", the Soviet army slang for Afghan mujahedeen. 

Most are savages, he says.   

He believes that Islam has to be checked here in Karabagh. "If not," he says, "I'll have to fight 

them in Belarus." In addition, he is now training Armenian Karabagh's first border unit, made up, he 

says, of Armenians who had served in the Soviet airborne, marines and border forces...   

Across the Caucasus, and in other hot spots like Moldova, local political activists are raiding 

military arsenals... 

Last week, Armenian militants took Commonwealth officers hostage in the town of Artik after 

an abortive raid on a military base.   

In most cases, the militants and senior officers admit, the raids are an inside job.   

The Artik raid was "obviously a foul-up," said an official of the Dashnak party, the militant 

Armenian group that is spearheading the fight in Karabagh. "No one ever just seizes weapons: You 

always buy off someone inside the barracks. Obviously, the deal went wrong."   
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NAGORNO-KARABAKH: THE PLAIN HORROR OF WAR (Vadim Belykh) 

 

Izvestiya, March 17, 1992, No. 64 

Vadim Belykh, Izvestiya 

 

GOOD FRIENDS IN UNIFORM 

(Final part. Began in issue No. 62) 

 

Dappled armoured personnel carriers were hiding in the foothills of the mountain. 

‘Who is that?’ I asked the strapping Azerbaijani militiaman who was accompanying me. He was 

girthed in machine-gun ammunition belts. 

‘It is our national army. Do you want to take a look?’ 

But we did not make it to the mountain. A militiaman with a pistol came out to meet us, shouting 

wildly, and turned us back unceremoniously. Although it was not so far off that one could not help 

noting that the soldiers were light-haired and were speaking Russian amongst themselves. Later, I was 

told that it was the airborne assault battalion which was to cover the withdrawal of the 366th 

Regiment. It was because of it, they say, that the Azerbaijanis halted the offensive on Askeran, fearing 

a blow in the back. 

The paratroopers disappeared as mysteriously as they had appeared, running over the foot of a 

Turkish journalist with the tread of an armoured personnel carrier in farewell. But then, at roughly the 

same time, I met on Agdam square a tank colonel I knew whose first and family names were akin to 

mine. He was, unusually, dressed in civilian clothes, was supported at the elbow by a local leader and 

had an enigmatic look. A day later we came upon each other at a post. The colonel (now wearing the 

uniform of a local militiaman!) was sunning himself and gladly chatted with me - his compatriot - 

about Moscow, the weather. But he had little to say about what he was doing in this hot spot and noted 

only: ‘We have to help the boys here.’ 

Incidentally, the colonel’s ‘friends’ have already given such substantial help to the ‘boys’ of both 

warring sides. The fact that both the Armenian and the Azerbaijani detachments are quite well armed 

now is the sole merit of the former Soviet Army which gave them (or traded them!) substantial 

stockpiles of its armaments. And if a Karabakh fighter until quite recently had to pay five roubles on 

the black market for a submachine gun cartridge and ten for a machine gun cartridge, today they are 

receiving them in unlimited quantities. For free. That is why the shooting is going on day and night. 

When the gunpowder smoke finally disperses, and that will happen sooner or later, it is unlikely that 

any of those doing the shooting who survive will say thanks to the ‘kind uncles’ with stars on their 

epaulettes ... 

 

FALSE RUMOURS ARE RIFE. MERCENARIES ARE HERE. 

 

‘... and suddenly, he saw a woman, two meters tall, all covered in armour, and carrying a 

weapon. Men fear her,’ the story teller said, animatedly catching his breath at this sentence. 

I was listening to a legend from the infinite series entitled ‘Armenian mercenaries’ for the 

umpteenth time. The topic of foreign soldiers in Armenian detachments is on everyone’s mind in 

Agdam and all sorts of stories and rumors are rife. It is the dream of every Azerbaijani soldier to shoot 

a mercenary dead and of every journalist in the field to photograph that dead mercenary. This leads to 

the most implausible information: ‘Four Negroes were taken prisoner in Shusha’; ‘Another two 

Negroes were killed near Askeran’; ‘A corpse found in Karabakh was taken to Baku. Forensic analysis 

has shown that it is not an Armenian, an Azerbaijani or a Russian.’ Indeed, the simplest checking is 

usually enough to show that all these tales are pure fabrication. Although one black (mercenary?) was 

indeed killed in battle. His corpse was exchanged for Azerbaijani hostages. 
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Soldiers of the 366th Regiment also claim to have seen more than once in Stepanakert 

(Khankendi) foreigners wearing uniforms and carrying weapons. Many of them themselves had an 

offer to join the ranks of the Armenian Fedayi, with a salary of 3,000-4,000 roubles a month 

guaranteed by contract, in addition to as much free food as they could eat, wine and women ... 

Incidentally, the Armenian side itself is no longer particularly hiding the fact that it is hiring 

foreign soldiers of fortune. 

The Azerbaijanis so far strenuously deny that there are mercenaries serving in their brigades. 

However, there are quite a few Chechen volunteers in Karabakh. And they are usually sent to the most 

dangerous places. Observers from South Ossetia appear from the Azerbaijani side from time to time. It 

is said that quite a few of those wanting to take part in the war come to Agdam from Russia. Some - 

for money. Others, just like that. However, the latter are sent packing on principle. 

But journalists from all over the world are working on the battlefields... 

For roubles and dollars 

‘Have you got a pistol, at least?’ the young Azerbaijani soldier asked me, giving me a pitying 

look. 

‘I really don’t need one.’ I said, shrugging my shoulders. 

‘But you ought to have one. It is war, after all.’ The soldier thought for a moment. Then he 

smiled, took a grenade out of his pocket and handed it to me. ‘For peace of mind. It’s a present.’ 

I did not take the grenade but I was sincerely grateful to my new comrade - even just for the 

sympathy he showed for a journalist of a country we once had in common. Alas, the CIS reporters in 

the combat zones are a rather sorry sight in comparison to their colleagues working for Western 

companies and agencies. Gripped in the vice of a paltry budget, with primitive equipment, and 

sometimes without any at all, they lose out hands down to their well-off colleagues. 

As sorry to say as it is, they have a much better knowledge abroad about what is happening in 

our nearby Nagornyy Karabakh than we do. While our home-grown television is broadcasting the 

opinions of the permanent representatives of Azerbaijan and Armenia in Moscow and the none too 

fresh reports received from Baku and Yerevan journalists, anybody switching on a television set in the 

USA or in any European country sees events which happened in one of our oldest ‘hot spots’ just 

hours earlier. 

Permanent brigades of foreign editorial offices are operating on both sides of the front. Their 

staff, generally in flak jackets, insured for vast amounts of money, and quite flushed for means, deliver 

the hottest news to their customers several times a day by satellite. Practically everything ends up on 

screen, in the newspapers, on the radio right away. They are always ready to pay for any information 

or any assistance. A member of a foreign television crew boasted that they had even managed ‘to buy’ 

volleys from Grad missile launchers for a substantial sum to get good footage ... 

However, journalists from all over the world have enough problems in common in Agdam. One 

of them is the complete unwillingness on the part of local leaders on all sides who are concentrated in 

the combat zone, from a commandant to spokesmen of the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan, even to 

talk to journalists, let alone help them. You can be insulted at the drop of a hat, no matter where you 

came from, be it Moscow or Paris. The only exceptions, perhaps, seem to be made for journalists from 

their own republic, from Turkey and Lithuania. 

And the Agdam branch of the Popular Front was practically the only place where, despite the 

suspicion, they always tried to help incoming journalists. It was there, in the general frontline 

confusion, that you could always find a glass of hot tea, a kind word and at least some information 

about what was happening around, no matter what your nationality. And strange as it may seem, in the 

local branch of the security service and in the district prosecutor’s office as well ... 

 

TELL ME WHO YOU ARE 

 

‘It’s best not to walk around the streets of Agdam unaccompanied,’ they instructed as we parted 

in the Ganja Directorate of Internal Affairs. ‘No, on the whole, we have good relations with Russians 
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in the republic, as you have seen for yourself. But where you are going, people are on edge and 

embittered by the war and anything might happen.’ 

However, their fears were unfounded. At least, the appearance of somebody Slav-looking (at any 

time of the day or night) in this frontline zone does not evoke in locals the burning desire to grab him 

right away. On the contrary, I heard kind words and saw good deeds. The proximity of the war is 

manifested in the endless regrets over the peaceful life which has been destroyed ... 

You mainly hear about ‘Russian imperialism’, the ‘Russian threat’ in the offices of officials 

vested with power. New versions of the much-talked-about events are also heard from them. Such as, 

for instance, Armenians practically not being involved in the Khojaly events and of all the brutality 

being unleashed by Russian soldiers of the 366th Regiment. 

I got the offer to go and look at a smashed armoured personnel carrier, beside which a corpse in 

a Soviet Army uniform was allegedly lying. But, unfortunately, my attempt to get to it and to verify 

everything with militiamen failed. 

There are indeed other extremes. Such as for instance frequent tales about the imminent arrival at 

the front of ‘a national Russian company’ of volunteers made up of Baku residents. 

But all this talk generally ends when one crosses the office thresholds into the streets. People 

under fire have other problems and worries. 

 

THE TRAIN OF BLOOD AND TEARS 

 

They were trying to save a young nurse in the operating car. The sniper’s bullet which passed 

right through her as she was binding a wound left her with practically no chance. No miracle happened 

and yet another name was added to the huge list of those killed in the Karabakh conflict. 

I returned often to the medical military train which was standing near Agdam station. The real 

face of that cruel and meaningless war can be seen well here. A guardsman with his shrapnel-hit guts 

hanging out. Frost-bitten women refugees. A three-year-old child with a bandaged stump in place of a 

leg shot off by a large-calibre machine gun. A little girl with her face slashed by a knife ... 

Day after day, hour after hour, more and more. 

‘Even we at home in Baku did not suspect what was happening here,’ Khanlar Hajiyev, the chief 

of the medical service of the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan, says. ‘Our train was sent here because 

local doctors were unable to cope with the flood of wounded. All the doctors are volunteers. They 

were prepared for anything but even they are shocked.’ 

We are sitting in a compartment of the mobile hospital train known only from old films, leafing 

through the admissions ledger. Over half the casualties are civilians - women and children ... The 

wounds are from bullets, shrapnel, knives, frostbite. 

Generally speaking, there are a huge number of frost-bite casualties. These are generally 

refugees from Khojaly who hid in the forest for a long time, or hostages returned from imprisonment. I 

saw some of them on their release from captivity. They were practically all barefoot and had lost 

feeling in their feet over the long frosty days. Many were facing amputation following their release. 

Their stories are rambling and terrible. They tell of how policemen, militiamen and soldiers were 

hauled out of the crowd of prisoners and how their heads were cut off right there in front of everyone. 

How they were kept in the cold. How they were raped. The Azerbaijani side claims that girls taken 

hostage generally do not return. They are immediately separated and driven off in an unknown 

direction. I do not know whether that is true or not. I know something else: that there are many women 

now who, when the shelling of Agdam becomes particularly heavy, begin to prepare themselves for 

self-immolation, fearing a sudden assault on the town. And the five-year-old daughter of local doctor 

Malik Ismailov asked of him a far from childish thing: 

‘Dad, if it begins, kill Mum and me first before you shoot yourself...’ 

I repeat: I personally did not see how Armenian prisoners were treated. Despite all my requests, I 

wasn’t taken to see them. 1 would like to hope that they are not being raped, or tortured, starved or 

frozen. I very much hope they are not... 
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War cripples the living and it does not leave the dead in peace either. 

From time to time, they bring to Agdam the bodies of their dead exchanged for living hostages. 

But what you see is unimaginable even in a nightmare: gouged out eyes, severed ears, scalps removed, 

severed heads ... Bonds on several bodies which were dragged along the ground behind an armoured 

personnel carrier by a rope for a long time ... The torture is limitless. But the Armenian side is 

distributing photographs from a village which was taken (temporarily) by the Azerbaijanis. And there, 

too, are corpses which have been burned, slashed by knives, mutilated and senselessly desecrated. 

Is there any point at all in reckoning which of the two warring peoples is the blood- thirstier? A 

war without any rules is being waged in Karabakh. What are called armies are essentially bands of the 

most diverse people. Amongst them there are those who are defending their home, those who are 

taking revenge for the death of their kin, as well as those for whom everything that is happening is just 

a pretext for looting, pillaging, raping and killing with impunity ... 

And this ceaseless war is also destroying the future of this once-rich region. 

‘We often observe strange psychological disorders in the children who come to us, especially 

those who have been held hostage,’ military doctor Khanlar Hajiyev tells us. ‘We even thought at first 

that they had been given some kind of substances. But then it all turned out to be both simpler and 

more terrible. The children have endured most terrible nervous stress which will most likely have 

irreversible consequences for them for the rest of their lives.’ 

There are other dangers as well. Thanks to the contents of Armenian depots, the fighters have 

also unleashed a war of mines in Karabakh. Both anti-personnel and anti-tank mines are being laid all 

along the entire frontline zone now. Again, it is mostly civilians who are blown up by them. Three 

mine victims were brought in to the hospital in the last hour alone which I spent there. One of them 

died right away. Two will be left cripples. These blasts will keep going off years after the war is over 

... 

 

BUT WHEN WILL IT END? 

 

There is a radio in Agdam today which is tuned to the same frequency as an Armenian radio in 

Askeran. They reach agreement on it on exchanging prisoners, removing the dead from the battlefield, 

on meetings of duty officers. There is also a sign: if the radio is quiet, expect a bombardment or an 

attack. It is so far the only real thread linking the two warring parties. Perhaps it will one day help real 

peace talks to begin. Or will silence tend more and more to be the answer to questions? 
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THE INDEPENDENT (Frederique Lengaigne) 

 

By Frederique Lengaigne/Reuter 

June 12, 1992 

 

Aref Sadikov sat quietly in the shade of a café-bar on the Caspian Sea esplanade of Baku and 

showed a line of stitches in his trousers, torn by an Armenian bullet as he fled the town of Khojaly just 

over three months ago, writes Hugh Pope." I' m still wearing the same clothes, I don't have any others", 

the 51-years-old carpenter said, beginning his account of the Khojaly disaster. “I was wounded in five 

places, but I am lucky to be alive”. Mr. Sadikov and his wife were short of food, without electricity for 

more than a month, and cut off from helicopter flights for 12 days they sensed the Armenian noose 

was tightening around the 2,000 to 3,000 people left in the straggling Azerbaijani town on the edge of 

Karabakh. 

"At about 11 pm a bombardment started such as we had never heard before, eight or nine kinds 

of weapons, artillery, heavy machine-guns, the lot", Mr. Sadikov said. 

Soon neighbors were pouring down the street from the direction of the attack. Some huddled in 

shelters but others started fleeing the town, down a hill, through a stream and through the snow into a 

forest on the other side. 

To escape, the townspeople had to reach the Azerbaijani town of Aghdam about 15 miles away. 

They thought were going to make it, until at about dawn they reached a bottleneck between the two 

Azerbaijani villages of Nakhchivanik and Saderak. 

"None of my group was hurt up to then... Then we were stopped by acar on the road and the 

Armenian outposts started opening fire", Mr. Sadikov said only 10 people his group of 80 made it 

through, including his wife and militiaman son. Seven of his immediate relations died, including his 

67-years old elder brother. 

"I only had time to reach down and cover his face with his hat", he said, pulling his own big flat 

Turkish cap over his eyes. "We have never got any of the bodies back". 

The first groups were lucky to have the benefit of covering fire. One hero of the evacuation, Alif 

hajiyev was shot dead as he struggled to change a magazine while covering the third group's crossing, 

Mr. Sadikov said. 

Another hero, Elman Memmedov, the mayor of Khojaly, said he and several others spent the 

whole day of 26 February in the bushy hillside, surrounded by dead bodies as they tried to keep three 

Armenian armored personnel carriers at bay. 

As the survivors staggered the last mile into Agdam, there was little comfort in a town from 

which most of the population was soon to flee. 

"The night after we reached the town there was a big Armenian rocket attack. Some people just 

kept going," Mr Sadikov said. "I had to get to the hospital for treatment. I was in a bad way. They even 

found a bullet in my sock." 

Victims of massacre: An Azeri woman mourns her son, killed in the Hojali massacre in February 

(left). The nurses’ struggle in primitive conditions (centre) to save a wounded man in a makeshift 

operating theatre set up in a train carriage. Grief-stricken relatives in the town of Agdam (right) weep 

over the coffin of another of the massacre victims. Calculating the final death toll has been 

complicated because Muslims bury their dead within 24 hours. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

 

June 12, 1992 

 

The gruesome extent of February's killings of Azeris by Armenians in the town of Khojaly is at 

last emerging in Azerbaijan - about 600 men, women and children dead. 

The State Prosecutor, Aydin Rasulov, the cheif investigator of a 15-man team looking into what 

Azerbaijan calls the "Khojaly Massacre", said his figure of 600 people dead was a minimum on 

preliminary findings. Elman Memmedov, the mayor of Khojaly, gave a similar estimate. An even 

higher one was printed in the Baku newspaper Ordu in May - 479 dead people named and more than 

200 bodies reported unidentified. Leila Yunusova, the new spokesperson of the Azeri Ministry of 

Defence, quotes this figure of nearly 700 dead as official. 

FranCois Zen Ruffinen, head of delegation of the International Red Cross in Baku, said the 

Muslim imam of the nearby city of Agdam had reported a figure of 580 bodies received at his mosque 

from Hojali, most of them civilians. "We did not count the bodies. However, the figure seems 

reasonable. It is no fantasy," Mr Zen Ruffinen said. "We have some idea since we gave the body bags 

and products to wash the dead." 

Mr Rasulov endeavors to give an unemotional estimate of the number of dead in the massacre. 

"Don't get worked up. It will take several months to get a final figure," the 43-year-old lawyer said at 

his small office. 

Mr Rasulov knows about these things. It took him two years to reach a firm conclusion that 131 

people were killed and 714 wounded when Soviet troops and tanks crushed a nationalist uprising in 

Baku in January 1990. 

Officially, 184 people have so far been certified as dead, being the number of people that could 

be medically examined by the republic's forensic department. "This is just a small percentage of the 

dead," said Rafiq Youssifov, the republic's chief forensic scientist. "They were the only bodies brought 

to us. Remember the chaos and the fact that we are Muslims and have to wash and bury our dead 

within 24 hours." Of these 184 people, 51 were women, and 13 were children under 14 years old. 

Gunshots killed 151 people, shrapnel killed 20 and axes or blunt instruments killed 10. Exposure in the 

highland snows killed the last three. Thirty-three people showed signs of deliberate mutilation, 

including ears, noses, breasts or penises cut off and eyes gouged out, according to Professor 

Youssifov's report. Those 184 bodies examined were less than a third of those believed to have been 

killed, Mr Rasulov said.  

"There were too many bodies of dead and wounded on the ground to count properly: 470-500 in 

Khojaly, 650-700 people by the stream and the road and 85-100 visible around Nakhchivanik village," 

Mr Manafov wrote in a statement countersigned by the helicopter pilot.  

"People waved up to us for help. We saw three dead children and one two-year-old alive by one 

dead woman. The live one was pulling at her arm for the mother to get up. We tried to land but 

Armenians started a barrage against our helicopter and we had to return."  

There has been no consolidation of the lists and figures in circulation because of the political 

upheavals of the last few months and the fact that nobody knows exactly who was in Khojaly at the 

time - many inhabitants were displaced from other villages taken over by Armenian forces. 

 



 

Administrative Department of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I B R A R Y 

Tragedy of the 20th century 

- Khojaly genocide 

 

 

95 

 

 

"A TRAGEDY WHOSE PERPETRATORS CANNOT BE VINDICATED" (Svoboda) 

 

Svoboda, June 12, 1992 

 

A report by Memorial, the Moscow-based human rights group, on the massive violations of 

human rights committed in the taking of Khojaly on the night of 25-26 February 1992 by armed units 

The report of Memorial on the massive violations of human rights committed in the taking of Khojaly 

says of the civilians' flight from the town: "The fugitives fell into ambushes set by Armenians and 

came under fire. Some of them nonetheless managed to get into Agdam: others, mostly women and 

children (exactly how many it is impossible to say), froze to death while lost in the mountains; other 

still, according to testimony from those who reached Agdam, were taken prisoner near the village of 

Pridzhamal and Nakhichevanik. There is evidence from inhabitants of Khojaly who have already been 

exchanged that some of the prisoners were shot. Around 200 bodies were brought into Agdam in the 

space of four days. Scores of the corpses bore traces of profanation. Doctors on a hospital train in 

Agdam on 181 corpses (130 male and 51 female, including 13 children): the finding were that 151 

people shrapnel wounds and 10 from blows inflicted with a blunt instrument. The records of the 

hospital train in Agdam, trough which almost all the injured inhabitants or defenders of Khojaly 

passed, refer to 598 cases of wounds or frostbite (cases of frostbite being in the majority) and one case 

of live scalping". 
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KHOJALY MASSACRE 

 

In February 1992, an unprecedented massacre was committed against the Azerbaijani population in the 

town of Khojaly. This bloody tragedy, which became known as the Khojaly genocide, involved the 

extermination or capture of the thousands of Azerbaijani's; the town was razed to the ground. Over the night 

from 25 to 26 February 1992 the Armenian armed forces with the help of the infantry guards regiment No. 366 

of the former USSR implemented the seizure of Khojaly a small town situated in the Nagorny Karabakh region 

of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the total area of 0.94 sq. km. and the population before the conflict of 

23,757. 

The inhabitants of Khojaly remained in the town before the tragic night (about 2500 people) ried to leave 

their houses after the beginning of the assault in the hope to find the way to the nearest place populated by the 

Azerbaijanis. But these plans have failed. Invaders destroyed Khojaly and with particular brutality, which 

violated every norm of common sense, implemented :arnage over its peaceful population. 

Brutal annihilation of hundreds of blameless inhabitants of Khojaly was one of the most heinous crimes 

during the armed conflict in and around the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The 

Armenian armed forces and foreign military units spared virtually none of those who had been unable to flee 

Khojaly and the surrounding area. As a result, 613 persons were killed, including 106 women, 63 children and 

70 elderly people. 1,275 inhabitants were taken hostage, while the fate of 150 persons remains unknown to this 

day. In the course of the tragedy 487 inhabitants of Khojaly were severely maimed, including 76 children not 

yet of age. 6 families were completely wiped out, 26 children lost both parents, and 130 children one of their 

parents. Of those who perished, 56 persons were killed with especial cruelty: by burning alive, scalping, 

beheading, gouging out of eyes, and bayoneting of pregnant women in the abdomen. Armenian officials deny 

their responsibility for the crimes committed during the conflict, including against the population of Khojaly, 

airily falsifying facts and sharing own interpretations of them, which deviate not only from reality but also from 

elementary logic. Nevertheless, even the subtlest propaganda will never manage to disprove the facts that speak 

of a situation diametrically opposite to that represented by the Armenian side. 

Apart from the considerable information in possession of the lawenforcement agencies of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, the responsibility of Armenia is documented also by numerous independent sources and 

eyewitnesses of this tragedy. 

Thus, as Thomas Goltz reported, "the attackers killed most of the soldiers and volunteers defending the 

women and children. They then turned their guns on the terrified refugees." 

According to Reuters, though "the Republic of Armenia reiterated denials that its militants had killed 

1,000 people in the Azerbaijanipopulated town of Khojaly last week and had massacred men, women and 

children fleeing the carnage across snowcovered mountain passes", "but dozens of bodies scattered over the area 

lent credence to Azerbaijani reports of a massacre." 

In view of The Times, "more than sixty bodies, including those of women and children, have been spotted 

on hillsides in Nagorny Karabakh, confirming claims that Armenian troops massacred Azeri refugees." 

In response to misrepresentation by the Armenian side, Executive Director of the Human Rights 

Watch/Helsinki Holly Cartner made clear that the Armenians bore direct responsibility for the civilian deaths in 

Khojaly, while no evidence supported the argument of the Armenian side that Azerbaijani forces had obstructed 

the flight of, or had fired on Azerbaijani civilians. 

Congressman Dan Burton in his speech in the U.S. House of Representatives on 17 February 2005 

pointed out the following: 

For years a number of distinguished Members of this House have come to the Floor of this Chamber 

every April to commemorate the socalled Armenian Genocide the exact details of which are still very much 

under debate today almost 90 years after the events. Ironically and tragically, none of these Members has ever 

once mentioned the ethnic cleansing carried out by the Armenians during the ArmeniaAzerbaijan war which 

ended a mere decade ago. Khojaly was a little known small town in Azerbaijan until February 1992. Today it no 

longer exists, and for people of Azerbaijan and the region, the word "Khojaly" has become synonymous with 

pain, sorrow, and cruelty. On February 26,1992, the world ended for the people of Khojaly when Armenian 

troops supported by a Russian infantry regiment did not just attack the town but they razed it to the ground. In 

the process the Armenians brutally murdered 613 people, annihilated whole families, captured 1275 people, left 

1,000 civilians maimed or crippled, and another 150 people unaccounted for in their wake. This savage cruelty 
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against innocent women, children and the elderly is unfathomable in and of itself but the senseless brutality did 

not stop with Khojaly. Khojaly was simply the first. In fact, the level of brutality and the unprecedented 

atrocities committed at Khojaly set a pattern of destruction and ethnic cleansing that Armenian troops would 

adhere to for the remainder of the war. 

Armenian officials deny their responsibility for the crimes committed during the conflict, including 

against the population of Khojaly, airily falsifying facts and sharing own interpretations of them, which deviate 

not only from reality but also from elementary logic. Nevertheless, even the subtlest propaganda will never 

manage to disprove the facts that speak of a situation diametrically opposite to that represented by the Armenian 

side. 

Apart from the considerable information in possession of the lawenforcement agencies of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, the responsibility of Armenia is documented also by numerous independent sources and 

eyewitnesses of this tragedy as well as is acknowledged by the direct perpetrators of the massacre. 

Thus, for example, Markar Melkonian, brother of the wellknown international terrorist Monte Melkonian, 

while considering what has happened in Khojaly simply as a consequence of "discipline problems" and 

"insubordination" among Armenian military units, testified the following: 

At about 11:00 p.m. the night before, some 2,000 Armenian fighters had advanced through the high grass 

on three sides of Khojaly, forcing the residents out through the open side to the east. By the morning of 

February 26, the refugees had made it to the eastern cusp of Mountainous Karabagh and had begun working 

their way downhill, toward safety in the Azeri city of Agdam, about six miles away. There, in the hillocks and 

within sight of safety, Mountainous Karabagh soldiers had chased them down. "They just shot and shot," a 

refugee woman, Raisa Aslanova, testified to a human Rights Watch investigator. The Arabo fighters had then 

unsheathed the knives they had carried on their hips for so long, and began stabbing. 

Now, the only sound was the wind whistling through dry grass, a wind that was too early yet to blow 

away the stench of corpses. 

Monte crunched over the grass where women and girls lay scattered like broken dolls. "No discipline", he 

muttered. He knew the significance of the day's date: it was the runup to the fourth anniversary of the 

antiArmenian pogrom in the city of Sumgait. Khojaly had been a strategic goal, but it had also been an act of 

revenge. 

In his book "Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through peace and war", the British journalist 

Thomas de Waal makes references to words of the Armenian militaries. Thus, "an Armenian police officer, 

Major Valery Babayan, suggested revenge as a motive. He told the American reporter Paul QuinnJudge that 

many of the fighters who had taken part in the Khojaly attack "originally came from Sumgait and places like 

that." 

But the most important was that the recently elected President of Armenia Serzh Sarkisian said of what 

had had happened: 

Before Khojaly, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought that the Armenians 

were people who could not raise their hand against the civilian population. We were able to break that 

[stereotype]. And that's what happened. And we should also take into account that amongst those boys were 

people who had fled from Baky and Sumgait. 

As Thomas de Waal sums up, "Sarkisian's account throws a different light on the worst massacre of the 

Karabakh war, suggesting that the killings may, at least in part, have been a deliberate act of mass killing as 

intimidation". 

The facts mentioned above confirm that the intentional slaughter of the Khojaly town civilians on 2526 

February 1992, including children, elderly and women, was directed to their mass extermination only because 

they were Azerbaijanis. The Khojaly town was chosen as a stage for further occupation and ethnic cleansing of 

Azerbaijani territories, striking terror into the hearts of people and creating panic and fear before the horrifying 

massacre. 
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GENOCIDE IN KHOJALY IN THE PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

 

Saadat YUSIFOVA, candidate of legal sciences 

 

Interrelationship of the principles of territorial integrity and self-determination of the nations with respect 

to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has been the object of study and international-legal analysis for a long time. 

Besides, the research has been carried out to find out the perspectives to lodge the case before the various 

international judicial organs for consideration. 

However, the possibility' of consideration of the issue of genocide in Khojaly within the international 

justice has not been the subject of study frequently. From this point of view, the study of the international-legal 

perspective of the tragedy Khojaly is the matter of great interest. 

 

* * * 
 

"Genocide" originates from the Greek word "genos" (birth, kind) and Latin word "caecfo" (murder). This 

term was introduced in 1944 by Polish lawyer and future US prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials and used for 

the classification of the barbaric acts of the Nazi Germany in relation to the Jews. It was Lemkin to initiate first 

time to elaborate a treaty declaring the aggressive acts against national, religious or ethnic groups as 

international crimes 

Although, the term genocide was not mentioned in the Judgment of the Nuremberg Tribunal, in the act of 

indictment it was noted that the accused persons had committed "genocide", i.e. "exterminated racial, religious 

groups, murdered part of civil population m the occupied territories with the purpose to destroy particular 

nations and classes, national, ethnic and religious groups..." 

On 11 December 1946, the UN General Assembly adopting the Resolution in its first session declared that 

"genocide is a denial of the right of existence of entire human groups, as homicide is the denial of the right to 

live of individual human beings; such denial of the right of existence shocks the conscience of mankind, results 

in great losses to humanity in the form of cultural and other contributions represented by these human groups, 

and is contrary to moral law and to the spirit and aims of the United Nations." 

The UN Economic and Social Council elaborated the draft convention on prevention of genocide upon the 

instruction of the General Assembly. The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide adopted in 1948 and entered into force in 1951 sets forth the legal definition of "genocide". 

In accordance with Article II of the Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed 

with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction 

in completely or in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group 

This definition of "genocide" does not match its etymological meaning, since the former includes not only 

killing, but also the other acts. However, unfortunately, more appropriate definition to encompass all the acts 

enumerated in Article II has not been revealed so far. 

The definition of genocide, set forth in Article II was reproduced in Article 17 of the draft "Code of 

Crimes against the Peace and Security of Mankind" of 1996, as well as in the Statutes of the International 

Tribunals on Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The latter 

make difference between the genocide and cranes against humanity and war crimes, classifying them as separate 

international crimes. 

 

I. The issue of Ratione temporis 

 

The USSR signed the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in 1949 

and on 3 May 1954 presented its ratification instrument to the UN. In spite of that, the responsibility foi 
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genocide was envisaged in our legislation only in 2000 for the first time. Azerbaijan acceded to the Convention 

on 31 May 1996 and presented the instrument of accession to the UN on 16 August of the same year. In the 

meantime, Armenia acceded to the Convention on 23 June 1993. The tragedy in Khojaly took place on 26 

February' 1992. Azerbaijan and Armenia became the members of the UN and Statute of the International Court 

of Justice on 2 March 1992. 

The question arises: Was the Convention on prevention of genocide applicable with respect to massacre 

in Khojaly, i.e. was the Convention in force since the collapse of the Soviet Union respectively with regard to 

Azerbaijan from 8-21 December 1991 until 16 August 1996 and to Armenia from December 1991 to 23 June 

1993? 
 

1. Succession of states in respect of treaties 

 

International succession of states is one of the recently codified fields of international law. The UN 

International Law Commission elaborated some draft conventions in this field. As a result, the Diplomatic 

Conference in Vienna adopted the Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties on 23 August 1978 

and the Convention on Succession of States in respect of State Property, Archives and Debts on 8 April 1983. 

In effect, these conventions are the only international universal treaties in the field of international 

succession of states. International treaties, regulating the similar relations are of regional or bilateral character. 

As a rule, such kinds of treaties are concluded because of territorial changes (the collapse of the USSR, 

Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, the unification of Northern and Southern Yemen, FRG and GDR). Memorandum 

on Mutual Understanding on Issues of Succession in respect of Treaties of Mutual Interest of the Former USSR" 

(signed by Armenia, but not by Azerbaijan) belongs to the same category. The Memorandum determines the 

common approach with respect to the treaties of the USSR. (Memorandum of the Council of Head of States on 

Mutual Understanding on Issues of Succession in respect of Treaties of Mutual Interest of the Former USSR, 

dated 6 July 1992). Paragraph 1 of the Memorandum reads as follows, 

Almost all the multilateral international treaties of the former USSR have mutual interest for the member 

states of the CIS. Nevertheless, these treaties do not require any joined decision or act of the CIS member states. 

The issues of accession to these treaties are decided by each CIS member state independently, in 

accordance with the principles and norms of international law, depending on specifics of each particular 

case, character and content of the treaty. 

Neither Azerbaijan, no Armenia acceded to the Vienna Convention of 1978 and 1983. Nevertheless, some 

provisions of the Vienna Conventions have the character of customs law and respectively, they have been 

asserted in international practice For example, this is characteristic for the norm of the Convention (Article 

31.1), which stipulates, "When two or more States unite and so form one successor State, any treaty in force 

at the date of the succession of States in respect of any of them continues in force in respect of the 

successor State unless:" 

Or, according to Article 34 of the Convention, 

1. When a part or parts of the territory of a State separate to form one or more States, whether or 

not the predecessor State continues to exist: 

(a) any treaty in force at the date of the succession of States in respect of the entire territory of the 

predecessor State continues m force in respect of each successor State so formed; 

(b) any treaty in force at the date of the succession of States in respect only of that part of the territory of 

the predecessor State which has become a successor State continues in force in respect of that successor State 

alone. 

2. Paragraph 1 does not apply if: 

(a) the States concerned otherwise agree; or 

(b) it appears from the treaty or is otherwise established that the application of the treaty in respect of the 

successor State would be incompatible with the object and purpose of the treat}' or would radically change the 

conditions for its operation. 

The effort is undertaken in the "Memorandum on Mutual Understanding on Issues of Succession in 

respect of Treaties of Mutual Interest of the Former USSR" of 1992 to meet this lack. However, in practice, 

except the Russian Federation, declaring itself the successor in respect of treaties of the USSR, the majority of 

the former soviet republics, as well as Armenia and Azerbaijan applied the principle of "tabula rasa" (the new 

state is not bound with the international treaties of the state-predecessor) instead of the principle «continuitet» 

(the existing treaties continue to keep their force). 
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In other words, in the context of Khojaly the issue of force of the Convention on prevention of genocide 

with regard to Azerbaijan and Armenia since the collapse of the Soviet Union until respectively 16 August 1996 

and 23 June 1993 remains open. 

In the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) the International Court of 

Justice rendered a decision (Ordonnance de la Cour indiquant des mesures conservatoires, Comme suite au 

communique de presse 93/9 du 8 avril 1993) related to its competence ratione materiae under Article IX of the 

Convention on prevention of genocide: 

The Court observes that the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia signed the Genocide 

Convention on 11 December 1948, and deposited an instrument of ratification, without reservation, on 29 

August 1950; and that both Parties to the present case correspond to parts of the territory of the former 

Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

The Court proceeds to consider two instruments: a Declaration whereby (the present) Yugoslavia, on 27 

April 1992, proclaimed its intention to honor the international treaties of the former Yugoslavia, and a "Notice 

of Succession" to the Genocide Convention deposited by Bosnia-Herzegovina on 29 December 1992. 

Yugoslavia contended that Bosnia-Herzegovina should be held to have acceded (not succeeded) to the 

Convention with effect, under Article XI thereof, only as from the ninetieth day following the deposit of its 

instrument, so that the Court would possess jurisdiction, if at all, only subject to a temporal limitation. The 

Court, however, considers it unnecessary to pronounce upon this contention in deciding whether to 

indicate provisional measures, when it is concerned not so much with the past as with the present and 

future. On the basis of the two instruments the Court finds that Article IX of the Genocide Convention 

appears to afford a basis on which the jurisdiction of the Court might be founded to the extent that the 

subject-matter of the dispute relates to "the interpretation, application or fulfillment" of the Convention, 

including disputes "relating to the responsibility of a State for genocide or for any of the other acts 

enumerated in Article III" of the Convention. 

Having further examined a document which in Bosnia-Herzegovina's submission constituted an additional 

basis of jurisdiction of the Court in this case, namely a letter, dated 8 June 1992, addressed to the President of 

the Arbitration Commission of the International Conference on the former Yugoslavia by the President of the 

Republic of Montenegro and the President of the Republic of Serbia, the Court finds itself unable to regard 

that letter as constituting a prima facie basis of jurisdiction in the present case and must proceed 

therefore on the basis only that it has prima facie jurisdiction, both ratione personae and ratione 

materiae under Article IX of the Genocide Convention. 

In other words, the Court determined its competence under Article IX of the Convention on prevention of 

genocide, without touching upon the issue of temporal framework (discontinuity), (i.e. the issue of participation 

in the convention remained open). In this context, the participation of Armenia in the Convention in February 

1992 generates more questions (as Armenia acceded to the Convention in 1993), rather than the participation, 

for example of Russia (motorized infantry regiment no. 366, affiliated in the composition of the Russian troops 

having taken part in the massacre in Khojaly), which did not interrupt its participation in the Convention in line 

with the "continuitet" principle. In other words, the Convention did not lose its force with respect to Russia. 

The Court further observes that, in the context of the present proceedings on a request for 

provisional measures, it cannot make definitive findings of fact or of imputability and that it is not called 

upon now to establish the existence of breaches of the Genocide Convention by either Party, but to 

determine whether the circumstances require the indication of provisional measures to be taken by the 

Parties for the protection of rights under the Genocide Convention. The Court then finds that it is satisfied, 

taking into account the obligation imposed by Article I of the Genocide Convention, that the indication of 

measures is required for the protection of such rights. 

The Court finally observes that the decision given in the present proceedings in no way prejudges the 

question of the jurisdiction of the Court to deal with the merits of the case or any questions relating to the 

merits themselves, and leaves unaffected the right of the Governments of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 

Yugoslavia to submit arguments in respect of such jurisdiction or such merits. 

2. Rights and obligations, set forth in the Convention on prevention of genocide have "erga omnes" 

character The 1948 Convention is the integral part of international customary law. Thus, the Convention on 

prevention of genocide states: "The rights and obligations enshrined in the Convention are rights and obligations 

erga omnes" (CIJ, Application of Convention for the prevention and the repression of the crime of genocide 

(Bosnia-Herzegovine against Yugoslavia), preliminary exceptions of July 11, 1996, Rec, 1996, p. 616), i.e. this 

is the obligation envisaged for all, in other words, general obligation. Accordingly, the rationae temporis 
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competence of the Court with respect to the complaint is not limited with the moment of abidance of the parties 

with the Convention. 

Besides that, the paragraph 3 of Article 6 of the International Covenant on civil and political rights reads 

as follows, 

"When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing in this article 

shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed 

under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide". 

In other words, the paragraph 3 of Article 6 of the Covenant confirms the “ergaomnes” character of the 

rights and obligations enshrined in the Convention on prevention of genocide In the Advisory Opinion of the 

International Court of Justice (International Court of Justice. I.C.J. Rep. 1951. P. 15. — L.C Green. 

International Law through the cases. Fourth Edition. The Carswell Company Limited. Toronto, Canada; 

Oceana Publications, Inc. Dobbs Ferry, New York, USA. 1978. P. 573 -579) on "Lawfulness and validity 

of the reservations to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide", rendered in 

1951 on the request of the General Assembly, it is stated that, 

The origins of the Convention show that it was the intention of the United Nations to condemn and punish 

genocide as "a crime under international law" involving a denial of the right of existence of entire human 

groups, a denial which shocks the conscience of mankind and results in great losses to humanity, and which is 

contrary to moral law and to the spirit and aims of the United Nations (Resolution 96 (1) of the General 

Assembly. December 11 1946). The first consequence arising from this conception is that the principles 

underlying the Convention are principles, which are recognized by civilized nations as binding on States, 

even without any conventional obligation. A second consequence is the universal character both of the 

condemnation of genocide and of the co-operation required "in order to liberate mankind from such an odious 

scourge" (Preamble to the Convention). The Genocide Convention was therefore intended by the General 

Assembly and by the contracting parties to be definitely universal in scope. The Convention was manifestly 

adopted for a purely humanitarian and civilizing purpose. 

Its object on the one hand is to safeguard the very existence of certain human groups and on the other to 

confirm and endorse the most elementary principles of morality. In such a convention the contracting States 

do not have any interests of their own; they merely have, one and a common interest, namely, the 

accomplishment of those high purposes, which are the raison d'etre of the convention. The high ideals, which 

inspired the Convention, provide, by virtue of the common will of the parties, the foundation and ensure of all 

its provisions. 

 

2.1. «Erga omnes» obligations and consequences for the third parties 

As it has already been noted, the obligations enshrined in the Convention on prevention of genocide have 

"erga omnes" character. (CIJ, Application of Convention for the prevention and the repression of the crime of 

genocide (Bosnia-Herzegovine against Yugoslavia), preliminary exceptions of July 11, 1996, Rec, 1996, p. 

616.). Today it is undisputable that there exist a number of agreements, which generate consequences not only 

for non-participants, but also for "all states" 

In accordance with Article 31 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969, "The rights arise 

for a third State from a provision of a treaty if the parties to the treaty intend the provision to accord that either 

to the third State, or to a group of States to which it belongs, or to all States, and the third state assents thereto. 

Its assent shall be presumed so long as the contrary is not indicated, unless the treaty otherwise provides" 

(Article 36 §1 of the Convention of Vienna on the right of the treaties of May 23, 1969). 

 

3. Retroactive effect of the Convention 

In order to solve this issue, the Azerbaijani legislature adopted the Constitutional Law (12 May 2006) on 

"Retroactive effect of the law determining responsibility for international crimes". 

The Preamble of the law reads, 

The current Constitutional Law is adopted to ensure the accordance of the application of the norms of the 

criminal legislation in force of the Republic of Azerbaijan, setting forth the responsibility for the crimes against 

peace and mankind, the crime of genocide and war crimes with the relevant provisions of the Convention for the 

"Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms" and International Covenant on "Civil and political 

rights". 

Article 1 of the Law reads. 
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Nothing in the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be interpreted or understood as a provision 

prejudicing the trial and punishment of any person for any act or omission that at the time when it was 

committed was criminal according to the general norms of international law. 

The Constitutions of a number of states (for example, Poland. Portugal) envisages the retroactive 

application of the law, setting forth the responsibility for international crimes the international practice 

demonstrates that. in the exceptional circumstances the norms of criminal law can have retroactive effect. Thus, 

after World War II the norms determining the criminal responsibility were applied retroactively in order to 

ensure the punishment of the war criminals (the statutes of the Nuremberg Tribunal 1945, of the Tokyo Tribunal 

1946) (R.K.Məmmədov «Beynəlxalq cinayət hüququ və Azərbaycan Respublikasının cinayət qanunvericiliyi», 

dis. avtoreferat, Bakı 2005). 

In accordance with Article 7.2 of the European Convention on Human Rights, 

This article shall not prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act or omission that, at the 

time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general principles of law recognized by civilized 

nations. 

The waiver with regard to some crimes was aimed for the application under very exceptional 

circumstances after World War II, when the laws with retroactive effect "were rather applied to punish the 

persons, accused of was crimes, treason and collaboration with enemy than intended to legal or moral 

condemnation of such crimes". In this case, Germany made a reservation, referring to the constitutional 

provision on prohibition of the retroactive application. However, in practice, it did not protect the war criminals, 

since their deeds were qualified as illegal in accordance with pre-Nazi legislation irrespective of the "laws" of 

the Hitler regime, which were declared invalid (Д.Гомьен, Д.Харрис, Л.Зевак. Европейская Конвенция о 

правах человека и Европейская Социальная Хартия., М., 1998, с.268). 

One of the main prosecutors of the Nuremberg Tribunal Hartley Showcross said in his speech, "the Statute 

of the Tribunal only envisages the responsibility of the persons having committed crimes, which are obviously 

crimes under common legislation. There is a big difference between to tell to the person: Now, you will be 

punished for the deeds, which did not constitute a criminal offence at the tune when it was committed", and to 

tell that: "Now, you will be punished for the deed, which contradicted the law and constituted a criminal 

offence, at the tune when you committed it, however due to the shortcomings of the international mechanism, 

that time there was not a court, which had a competence to try you for that". .And if this is the application of the 

retroaclive effect of the law, we state that, it is in full line with the supreme norms of justice, which in practice 

of all civilized nations, set certain framework for the application retroactively of the law" (Из выступлений 

речи главного обвинителя от Великобритании Хартли Шоукросса, произнесенной на заседании 

Международного Военного Трибунала в Нюрнберге на процессе по делу главных немецких военных 

преступников 4 декабря 1945 г). 

Because of the same provision, the paragraph 2 of Article 15 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

of 1966 states that, 

"Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act or omission 

which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general principles of law recognized by 

the community of nations". 

Thus, the application retroactively of the norms of criminal law, envisaging the responsibility of the 

persons, having committed criminal offences under the international customary law and the general principles of 

law is not ruled out (Действующее международное право в 3-х томах/под ред. Ю.М.Колосова и 

Э.С.Кривчиковой, М., 1999, том 2). 

 

4. Statutory limitations to crimes of genocide 

Some moments should be mentioned with respect to the question of application of statutory limitations to 

crimes of genocide. The matter is that only in the Statues of the Tribunals on former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, as 

well as the Statute of the ICC the genocide is distinguished from the war crimes and crimes against humanity 

and is set forth as separate crime. Taking into account this point, it is possible to understand, why the genocide 

is not envisaged as a separate crime in the UN Convention of 1968 on "Non-Applicability of Statutory 

Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity". 

However, in paragraph b) of Article 1 the genocide is envisaged as a part of the crimes against humanity. 

It is explained, in the meantime, with the fact that some elements of the cranes against humanity and war crimes 

inherent to the genocide. 
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In accordance with the Convention of 1968, no statutory limitation shall be applied to war crimes and 

crimes against humanity. With this purpose, the State Parties undertake to implement the relevant legislative and 

other measures (Azerbaijan acceded to the Convention on 16 August 1996 and Armenia on 23 June 1993). 

In addition, on the regional level there is also a Convention of the Council of Europe on Non-

Applicability of Statutory' Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, dated 25 January 1974 

(however, neither Azerbaijan, no Armenia are parties to this Convention). Article 1 of the Convention refers to 

the "crimes against humanity, enumerated in the Convention on prevention of genocide". 

In other words, the statutory-limitation is not applied to this crime. One might assume that it is possible to 

achieve certain results, once the appropriate measures are taken on the international and national level. 

 

II. The issue of Ratione personae 

 

Article IX of the Convention reads, "Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the 

interpretation, application or fulfillment of the present Convention, including those relating to the responsibility 

of a State for genocide or for any of the other acts enumerated in article III, shall be submitted to the 

International Court of Justice at the request of any of the parties to the dispute". 

In other words, the State Parties can automatically lodge an application with the International Court of 

Justice against other State Parties on the issues of interpretation, application or fulfillment of the Convention. 

In the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), which was considered in 

April 1993 (Ordonnance de la Com indiquant des mesures conservatoires, Comme suite au communique de 

presse 93/9 du 8 avnl 1993). Touching upon the issue of its competence the Court stated, turning to the question 

of jurisdiction the Court recalls that it ought not to indicate provisional measures unless the provisions invoked 

by the Applicant or found in the Statute appear, prima facie, to afford a basis on which the jurisdiction of the 

Court might be established; and that this consideration embraces jurisdiction both ratione personae and ratione 

materiae. 

The Court then refers to the indication by Bosnia-Herzegovina in the Application that the "continuity" of 

Yugoslavia with the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, a Member of the United Nations, has 

been contested by the entire international community, including the United Nations Security Council (cf. 

resolution 777) and General Assembly (cf. resolution 47/1). After citing the texts of the above-mentioned 

resolutions of the Security Council and General Assembly, as well as the text of a letter from the Legal Counsel 

of the United Nations to the Permanent Representatives to the United Nations of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 

Croatia, which contains the "considered view of the United Nations Secretariat regarding the practical 

consequences of the adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 47/1", and noting that the solution adopted 

therein is not free from legal difficulties, the Court observes that the question whether or not Yugoslavia is a 

Member of the United Nations and as such a party to the Statute of the Court is one which the Court does not 

need to determine at the present stage of the proceedings. Article 35 of the Statute, after providing that the Court 

shall be open to the parties to the Statute, continues: 

"The conditions under which the Court shall be open to other States shall, subject to the special provisions 

contained in treaties in force, be laid down by the Security Council, but in no case shall such conditions place 

the parties in a position of inequality before the Court"; 

The Court therefore considers that proceedings may validly be instituted by a State against a State which 

is a party to such a special provision in a treaty in force, but is not party to the Statute, and independently of the 

conditions laid down by the Security Council; that a compromissory clause m a multilateral convention, such as 

Article IX of the Genocide Convention, relied on by Bosnia-Herzegovina in the present case, in the view of the 

Court, can be regarded prima facie as such a "special provision"; that accordingly if Bosnia-Herzegovina and 

Yugoslavia are both parties to the Genocide Convention, disputes to which Article IX applies are in any 

event prima facie within the jurisdiction ratione personae of the Court. 

In this regard, it should be noted that the international legal personality of both Azerbaijan and Armenia is 

not a subject for dispute. The UN and its members as independent countries have recognized both states. 

 

III. The issues on the substance of the Convention 

 

In its decision of 26 February 2007 on the application of the Convention on the prevention and 

punishment of the crime of genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro) the International 

Court of Justice stated that, 
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In this case, the Court's jurisdiction is solely based on Article IX of the Genocide Convention. This 

means that the Court has no authority to rule on alleged breaches of obligations under international law other 

than genocide, as defined by the Genocide Convention. This is important to understand because in this case, we 

were confronted with substantial evidence of events in Bosnia and Herzegovina that may amount to war crimes 

or crimes against humanity - but we had no jurisdiction to make findings in that regard. We have been 

concerned only with genocide - and, one may add, genocide in the legal sense of that term, not in the broad use 

of that term that is sometimes made. 

This was an extremely fact-intensive case. The hearings lasted for two-and-half-months, witnesses were 

examined and cross-examined, and the Parties each submitted thousands of pages of documentary evidence. 

About one third of the Judgment is devoted to analyzing this evidence and making detailed findings as to 

whether alleged atrocities occurred and, if so, whether there was the specific mtent on the part of the 

perpetrators to destroy in whole or in part the protected group, identified by the Court as the Bosnian Muslims. 

It is this specific intent, or dolus specialis, that distinguishes genocide from other crimes. In this case, it was 

not enough for the Applicant to show that, for example, deliberate unlawful killings of Bosnian Muslims 

occurred. Something more was required - proof that the killings were committed with the intent to destroy 

the group to which the victims belonged. 

Accordingly, in order to raise the issue of genocide in Khojaly, one must present the evidences 

certifying that the Armenians (the armed forces of Armenia) had specific intent to destroy the population 

of Khojaly. Otherwise, these deeds will constitute the elements of the crime against humanity and war crimes 

and will not fall under the effect of the Convention on the prevention of genocide. 

Given the exceptional gravity of the crime of genocide, the Court requued that the allegations be proved 

by evidence that is "fully conclusive". We made our own determinations of fact based on the evidence before us, 

but we also greatly benefited from the findings of fact that had been made by the International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) when it was dealing with accused individuals. 

Although, no international tribunal was established in relation to genocide in Khojaly a great number of 

factual materials were found out on the national level in the framework of conducted investigation. In 

addition, many displaced persons lodged applications with the European Court of Human Rights with respect to 

the violations of their rights by Armenia. In this respect, one might benefit from the future decisions of the 

European Court. 

The Court has found it conclusively established that massive killings and acts causing serious bodily or 

mental harm were perpetrated in specific areas and in detention camps throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina. We 

also found that there was deliberate infliction of terrible conditions of life. In many cases, Bosnian Muslims 

were the victims of these acts. However - with one exception, which one should return to - the evidence did not 

show that these terrible acts were accompanied by the specific intent to destroy the group that is required for 

proof of genocide. 

The Applicant had argued that the specific intent could be inferred from the pattern of atrocities. The 

Court could not accept this. The specific intent has to be convincingly shown by reference to particular 

circumstances; a pattern of conduct will only be accepted as evidence of its existence if genocide is the only 

possible explanation for the conduct concerned. 

In other words, when the issue concerning Khojaly is raised, one must prove that the Armenians (the 

armed forces of Armenia) killing the population of Khojaly pursued specific intent, this conduct had systematic 

character and the only explanation of such conduct was to carry out genocide. This conduct was directed against 

the Azerbaijani population. That means, there were conducted purposeful actions. The specific intent was to 

destroy the Azerbaijani population of Khojaly, which is one of the elements (specific intent - to destroy the 

representatives of the Azerbaijani ethnic group) characterizing the crime of genocide. 

However, there was an important exception to these findings The Court found that there was conclusive 

evidence that killings and acts causing serious bodily or mental harm targeting the Bosnian Muslims took place 

in Srebrenica in July 1995. The Main Staff of the VRS (the army of the Republika Srpska) who possessed the 

specific intent required for genocide directed these acts. 

Having determined that genocide was committed at Srebrenica, the next step was for фе Court to decide 

whether the Respondent was legally responsible for the acts of the VRS. If the VRS was an organ of Serbia and 

Montenegro (as that country was then called), then in law the Respondent would be responsible for the VRS 

actions. The Respondent would also be responsible in law if the VRS were acting on the instructions of, or 

under the direction or control of, the Respondent. In the light of the information available to it, the Court has 

found that it was not established that organs of the Respondent committed the massacres at Srebrenica. It has 

also not been established that those massacres were committed on the instructions, or under the direction of the 
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Respondent, nor that the Respondent exercised effective control over the operations in the course of which those 

massacres were perpetrated. This is the test in'international law. In fact, all indications are that the decision to 

kill the adult male population of the Bosnian Muslim community in Srebrenica was taken by some members of 

the VRS Main Staff, without instructions from or effective control by the FRY. 

As far as the paramilitary unit called "Scorpions" is concerned, during the oral proceedings the Applicant 

presented a video to the Court showing the execution by paramilitaries of six Bosnian Muslims, in Trnovo, an 

area near Srebrenica, in July 1995. This video had previously been shown on Serbian television and during the 

Milosevic trial at the ICTY. In addition to this video, the Applicant alleging that the Respondent was 

responsible for the acts of the «Scorpions» submitted other evidence to the Court. The Court has systematically 

assessed all the information brought to its notice. The Court can only make decisions because of materials 

before it. In addition, based on these materials, the Court has been unable to find that the Respondent was 

responsible for the acts of the "Scorpions" in Trnovo in mid-1995. 

As far as the question of complicity in the Genocide Convention is concerned, the Court had to consider 

whether the Respondent provided the means to enable or facilitate the events in Srebrenica in full awareness that 

the aid supplied would be used to commit genocide. It is clear that the Respondent supplied quite substantial aid 

of a political, military and financial nature to the Republika Srpska and the VRS, long before the tragic events of 

Srebrenica, and the aid continued during those events. However, a crucial condition for complicity was not 

fulfilled; namely, the Court did not have conclusive proof that authorities of the Respondent, when providing 

this aid, were fully aware that the VRS had the specific intent characterizing genocide. 

It is not so easy to grasp the distinction in law between complicity in genocide and the breach of the duty 

to prevent genocide. In few words, it can be explained as follows. The Court did find it conclusively proven that 

the FRY leadership, and President Milosevic above all, were fully aware of the climate of deep-seated hatred 

which reigned between the Bosnian Serbs and the Muslims in the Srebrenica region, and that massacres there 

were likely to occur. They may not have had knowledge of the specific mtent to commit genocide, but it must 

have been clear that there was a serious risk of genocide in Srebrenica. This factor is important because it 

activates the obligation to prevent genocide, which is enshrined in Article I of the Genocide Convention. 

Here the legal issue is not whether, had the Respondent made use of the strong links it had with the 

Republika Srpska and the VRS, the genocide would have been averted. The legal issue is whether the 

Respondent took all the measures, which were within its power to prevent the genocide. 

The Court has found that the Respondent could, and should, have acted to prevent the genocide, but did 

not The Respondent did nothing to prevent the Srebrenica massacres despite the political, military and financial 

links between its authorities and the Republika Srpska and the VRS. It therefore violated the obligation in the 

Genocide Convention to prevent genocide. 

There is one further obligation, which is the obligation to punish genocide. Article VI of the Genocide 

Convention requires that persons charged with genocide or any other acts enumerated in Article III shall be tried 

by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory of which the act was committed, or by an international penal 

tribunal. In this case, the genocide occurred in Srebrenica, which is outside the Respondent's territory. 

Therefore, the Respondent cannot be held responsible for not having tried before its national courts those 

accused of having participated in the Srebrenica genocide. The relevant question, then, is whether the 

Respondent fulfilled its obligation to cooperate with the ICTY by arresting and handing over to the Tribunal any 

persons accused of genocide because of the Srebrenica genocide and finding themselves on its territory. 

Taking into account an approach of the International Court of Justice, one can formulate the issue as the 

violation of Armenia of its obligation to prevent and punish the crime of genocide In other words, Armenia 

could and had to act in order to prevent and punish the genocide, but failed to do that 

The Court has not failed to notice the plentiful, and mutually corroborative, information suggesting that 

General Mladic, indicted by the ICTY for as one of those principally responsible for the genocide in Srebrenica, 

was on the territory of the Respondent at least on several occasions and for substantial periods during the last 

few years and may still be there now, without the Serb authorities doing what they could and can reasonably do 

to identify his location and arrest him. The Court has found that the Respondent failed in its duty to cooperate 

fully with the ICTY and therefore has violated the obligation to punish genocide. 

As the Court has not found the Respondent itself committed, or was responsible for, the genocide at 

Srebrenica, the issue of massive reparations for that does not arise. As far as the violation of the obligation to 

prevent genocide, the Court has found as the Applicant in fact suggested - that a declaration of the Court is itself 

the appropriate satisfaction. As to the breach of its obligation to punish genocide, the Court has determined that 

this is a continuing breach. We have therefore made a declaration that Serbia shall immediately take effective 
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steps to ensure full compliance with this obligation and to transfer individuals accused of genocide for trial by 

the ICTY, and to co-operate fully with that Tribunal. 

As it is seen, the Court regards the violation of obligation to punish the genocide as continuing 

violation. In addition, as it was indicated above, the Convention on the prevention of genocide states that the 

rights and obligations enshrined in the Convention are erga omnes ones (CIJ, Application of Convention for 

the prevention and the repression of the crime of genocide (Bosnia-Herzegovine against Yugoslavia), 

preliminary exceptions of July 11, 1996, Rec, 1996, p. 616.), i.e. they are obligations for all. in other words 

general obligations. 

Thus, it is possible to raise before the International Court of Justice the issue of continuing violation by 

Armenia of the general obligation, which has to be fulfilled by all states and which is recognized as such by 

international law, i.e the obligation to prevent and punish the genocide and to raise the issue of satisfaction. 
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE IN KHOJALY 

 

Tofig F. Musayev 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The logical consequence of the territorial claims against Azerbaijan by Armenian nationalists at the end of 

the 1980s was the occupation in 19921993 of a significant part of its territory, including Nagorny Karabakh and 

seven adjacent districts. The resulting war unleashed against Azerbaijan led to the deaths and wounding of 

thousands of people; hundreds of thousands became refugees and were forcibly displaced and several thousand 

disappeared without trace. 

The capture of Khojaly was particularly tragic. Before the conflict, 7000 people lived in this town of 

Nagorny Karabakh inhabited by the Azerbaijanis. From October 1991, the Armenians surrounded the town. 

Over the night from the 25th and 26th of February 1992, following massive artillery bombardment of Khojaly, 

the assault on the town begun from six directions. The infantry guards regiment of the former Soviet Union 

army stationed in Nagorny Karabakh, the personnel of which was composed mainly of the Armenians, 

participated directly in the capture of Khojaly by the Armenian armed units. As a result, 613 civilians, including 

women, children and the elderly were killed with especial cruelty. 

 

THE PERPETRATORS OF THE CRIME 

 

There have been numerous instances in the practice of states disguising their role in the forcible capture of 

the territory of another state as well as denying the crimes committed in this territory. These features are all 

evidenced in the policies and practices followed by Armenia. It denies both the involvement in the armed 

conflict, along with that it has anything to do with controlling these territories, and that there is any occupation 

within the meaning of international law. Thus, in one of his interviews the current president of Armenia Serzh 

Sargsyan claimed, "Only volunteers had fought for Nagorny Karabakh". At the same time, Armenia, in his 

words, acted as "guarantor of the security of Nagorny Karabakh", prepared to intervene immediately in the 

event of the outbreak of a new war.1 The question of Armenia providing guarantees is also mentioned in the 

country's national security strategy of 7 February 2007.2 No explanation is provided, however, of how these 

guarantees, which affect a portion of Azerbaijan's territory, fit with international law. 

Such attempts to disguise aggression against a neighbouring state and thereby to assert its innocence for 

crimes committed in the course of this aggression are unlikely to be taken seriously, given the incontrovertible 

evidence testifying to the diametrically opposite situation. 

In addition to the facts at the disposal of the Azerbaijani authorities attesting to the direct involvement of 

the Armenian armed forces in the military hostilities against Azerbaijan and the presence of these forces in the 

occupied territories — issues which merit a separate and careful investigation — the assessment of Armenia's 

role given by independent observers is also completely unequivocal. 

As the PACE rapporteur David Atkinson pointed out, "Armenians from Armenia had participated in the 

armed fighting over the NagornoKarabakh region besides local Armenians from within Azerbaijan. Today, 

Armenia has soldiers stationed in the Nagorny Karabakh region and the surrounding districts, people in the 

region have passports of Armenia, and the Armenian government transfers large budgetary resources to this 

area".3 

 
 LL.M in International Human Rights Law (University of Essex, 2003-04). 
1 Caucasus Context 2007, vol. 4, issue 1, pp. 43-44. See also the message by Serzh Sargsyan of 1 September 2007 on the occasion 

of the "sixteenth anniversary of the independence of the Republic of Nagorny Karabakh", "Hayinfo" website: 

<http://www.hayinfo.ru/page_rev.phpStb_idsl 8&subjd=l &id=l 8956>. 
2 National security strategy of the Republic of Armenia of 7 February 2007, chapter III, see website of the Ministry of Defence of 

Armenia <http://www.mil.am/eng/?page=49>. 
3 Report of the Parliamentary Affairs Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Document 10364, 29 

November 2004. Explanatory memorandum by the Rapporteur, para. 6. 

http://www.hayinfo.ru/page_rev.phpStb_idsl%208&subjd=l%20&id=l%208956
http://www.mil.am/eng/?page=49
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Resolution 1416 (2005) adopted on 25 January 2005 by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe acknowledges the continued occupation of considerable parts of the territory of Azerbaijan and the 

conduct of ethnic cleansing. It is no coincidence that the Assembly draws attention to Armenia's obligations 

under international law and points out "that the occupation of foreign territory by a Member State constitutes a 

grave violation of that State's obligations as a member of the Council of Europe [...]".4 

The responsibility of Armenia for the massacre in Khojaly, despite its denial by the official Yerevan, is 

confirmed by numerous facts at the disposal of the lawenforcement agencies of Azerbaijan and testimonies by 

eyewitnesses of the tragedy. The following words by current President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan in the 

famous book by the British journalist Thomas de Waal "Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace 

and War" leave no doubts: 

"Before Khojali, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought that the Armenians 

were people who could not raise their hand against the civilian population. We were able to break that 

[stereotype]. And that's what happened. And we should also take into account that amongst those boys was 

people who had fled from Baku and Sumgait".5 
 

QUALIFICATION OF THE CRIME 

 

International law of armed conflict appeared to a considerable extent as the right of war, which included 

the legal basis to embark upon wars (jus ad helium), and the law of warfare (jus in bellum). After the adoption 

of the United Nations Charter, the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence 

of any state was recognized unlawful, while the legitimate use of armed force was limited to the exercise of the 

right of selfdefence. As a result, the right of war has transformed into humanitarian law, the basic sources of 

which are the norms of customary law as well as such multilateral instruments as the Hague Conventions of 

1899 and 1907 on the laws and customs of war, the Geneva Conventions of 1949 on the protection of war 

victims and two additional protocols of 1997 thereto. 

The Diplomatic Conference held in Rome in 1998 under the United Nations auspices adopted the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court, the jurisdiction of which covered the most serious crimes affecting 

the interests of the international community as a whole. Such crimes include genocide, crimes against humanity, 

war crimes and aggression. 

A distinction should be drawn between the two stages in the perpetration during the conflict between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan of the most serious international offences such as genocide, crimes against humanity 

and war crimes. The first stage can be sited during the active military campaign, which had such tragic 

consequences for the civilian Azerbaijani population. The second stage relates to the situation in the occupied 

territories of Azerbaijan, in particular to the transfer of settlers into these territories, exploitation of natural 

resources, destruction and appropriation of the historical and cultural heritage of Azerbaijan. 

Depending on the specific circumstances, a single action may constitute a number of offences. Thus, the 

war crimes committed by the Armenians during the conflict in some cases compound other international crimes, 

such as genocide and crimes against humanity, or are coterminous with them. For example, the massacre of the 

civilian Azerbaijani population of the town of Khojaly, which constituted a serious breach of the law of armed 

conflicts, is also qualified as genocide. 

In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 

of the Crime of Genocide. This international instrument represents a competent codification of basic legal 

principles relating to genocide. The Convention confirmed that genocide is a crime under international law 

entailing individual criminal responsibility. In accordance with this multilateral treaty, genocide means acts 

committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religions group, as such. 

In the following years, genocide was included among the number of offences falling under the jurisdiction 

of the international tribunals on the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and of the International Criminal Court. 

Important case law has been developed through these first two international judicial institutions, while the 

leading judgment is now that of the International Court of Justice dated 26 February 2007 in Application of the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovinay. Serbia and 

Montenegro). 

 

 
4 PACE resolution 1416 (2005), entitled "The conflict over the Nagorny Karabakh region dealt with by the OSCE Minsk 

Conference", 15 January 2005, para. 2. 
5 Thomas de Waal, Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War (New York and London, 2004), p. 172. 
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RESPONSIBILITY UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

Offences committed during the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan entail state responsibility and 

individual criminal responsibility. 

According to article 1 of the Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts 

adopted by the International Law Commission on 9 August 2001 and commended to governments in General 

Assembly resolution 56/83, "[e]very internationally wrongful act of a State entails the international 

responsibility of that State", while article 2 provides that "there is an internationally wrongful act of a State 

when conduct consisting of an action or omission (a) is attributable to the State under international law; and (b) 

constitutes a breach of an international obligation of the State"6. This principle has been affirmed in the caselaw. 

Thus, as early as 1928, in its ruling in the Factory at Chorzöw case, the Permanent Court of International Justice 

described the principle of international responsibility as one of the principles of international law and, 

furthermore, of the general understanding of the law.7 

The principle of responsibility is closely bound up with the principle of the conscientious fulfillment of 

obligations under international law (pacta sunt servanda). 

The responsibility of the state is incurred for any act or omission of its authorities, which occurs either 

within or beyond its national borders. The organs of a State or by its agents, acting ultra vires or contrary to 

instructions also perpetrate an internationally wrongful act.8 

There is a convincing body of evidence attesting to the use of force by Armenia against the territorial 

inviolability of Azerbaijan and the exercise by Armenia of effective overall military and political control over 

the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. This control is being exercised both directly by the armed forces of 

Armenia and indirectly through its subordinate separatist regime established in the occupied territory, which, by 

performing the functions of a local administration, survives by virtue of the military and other support of the 

occupying power. 

Armenia's responsibility arises as the consequence both of the internationally wrongful acts of its own 

organs and agents in the occupied territories and the activities of its subordinate local administration. 

Furthermore, there is responsibility even in the event of consent to, or tacit approval of, the actions of this 

administration.9 

Armenia's international responsibility, which is incurred by its internationally wrongful acts, involves 

legal consequences manifested in the obligation to cease these acts, to offer appropriate assurances and 

guarantees that they will not recur and to provide full reparation for injury in the form of restitution, 

compensation and satisfaction, either singly or in combination.10 

As stated in the commentary to the Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, 

"[e]very State, by virtue of its membership in the international community, has a legal interest in the protection 

of certain basic rights and the fulfillment of certain essential obligations".11 A significant role in securing 

recognition of this principle was played by the decision of the International Court of Justice in the Barcelona 

Traction case. This identified the existence of a special category of obligations — obligations towards the 

international community as a whole. The International Court of Justice states: "[b]y their very nature the former 

[the obligations of a State towards the international community as a whole] are the concern of all States. In view 

 
6 James Crawford, The International Law Commission's Articles on State Responsibility. Introduction, Text and Commentaries 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), p. 61. 

7 Factory at Chorzyw (Claim for Indemnity) Case (Germany v. Poland) (Merits), P.C.I.J. Series A (1928) No. 1, Permanent Court 

of International Justice. For text, see Martin Dixon and Robert McCorquodale, Cases and Materials on International Law (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 3rd ed., 2003), p. 404. See also I.I.Lukashuk, International law (Moscow: Walters Kluwer, 3rd ed., 2007), p. 

376. 
8 Ilaşcu and others v. Moldova and Russia, ECHR Judgment of 8 July 2004, para. 319. See also Ireland v. United Kingdom, 

ECHR Judgment of 18 January 1978, para. 159, ECHR Portal, HUDOC Collection; Articles on Responsibility of States for 

Internationally Wrongful Acts, article 7, in Crawford, op. cit., p. 62. 
9 See Louizidou v. Turkey, EHCR Judgment of 23 March 1995, para. 62; Louizidou v. Turkey, EHCR Judgment of 18 December 

1996, para. 52; Cyprus v. Turkey, ECHR Judgment of 10 May 2001, para. 77; Ilaşcu and others v. Moldova and Russia, paras. 314-319, 

ECHR Portal, HUDOC Collection. 

10 See Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, articles 28, 30, 31 & 34-37, in Crawford, op. cit. pp. 

66-68.  
11 See Crawford, op. cit., comment to article 1, p. 79, para. 4. 
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of the importance of the rights involved, all States can be held to have a legal interest in their protection; they 

are obligations erga omnes."12 

Accordingly, serious breaches of obligations flowing from peremptory norms of general international law 

may have additional consequences affecting not only the state bearing the responsibility, but also all other states. 

Inasmuch as all states have a legal interest, they are all entitled to invoke the responsibility of the state, which 

has breached its responsibility erga omnes. Furthermore, states must cooperate with a view to ending such 

breaches by lawful means.13 

It is generally recognized that the category of serious breaches of obligations under peremptory norms of 

general international law includes, among others, the crime of genocide.14 Thus, the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide is clear in stating that genocide is a crime under 

international law, which states undertake to prevent and punish. 

In accordance with international law, "[n]o State shall recognize as lawful a situation created by a serious 

breach [of obligations under peremptory norms of general international law], nor render aid or assistance in 

maintaining that situation."15 

Furthemore, the crime of genocide falls under the purview of the principle of universal jurisdiction in 

international criminal law which empowers states to establish their jurisdiction over international crimes and, 

accordingly, provides unavoidability of punishment of the perpetrator, regardless of the place of commission of 

the crime and the nationality of the perpetrator or of the victim. Thus, with the aim of protecting universal 

values, states have been authorised to substitute territorial and national states in order to prosecute and punish, 

on behalf of the whole international community, persons responsible for international crimes. Under the 

influence of international rules, a number of states have included the principle of universal jurisdiction into their 

national legislation. This situation and the existing judicial practice in these and some other states create the 

necessary legal prerequisites for effective criminal prosecution of those individuals responsible for international 

crimes against the citizens of Azerbaijan. 

Alongside Armenia's responsibility as the State which unleashed war against Azerbaijan, under the 

customary and treaty norms of international criminal law, certain acts perpetrated in the context of an armed 

conflict are viewed as international criminal offences and responsibility for them is borne on an individual basis 

by those participating in the said acts, their accomplices and accessories. Because of operative and investigative 

measures undertaken by the lawenforcement agencies of Azerbaijan, concrete individuals have been accused of 

especially grave offences during the conflict, including the genocide in Khojaly. Arrest warrants have been 

issued to ensure effective international search of these persons. 

The international community, acting chiefly through the United Nations, has proclaimed and set down in 

international instruments a compendium of fundamental values, such as peace and respect for human rights. The 

consensus on them was reflected in the adoption in 1948 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

according to which "recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of 

the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world". At the same time, the Universal 

Declaration emphasizes, "disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have 

outraged the conscience of mankind."16 

Regrettably, even some 60 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

conspicuous "silence" in certain international criminal proceedings serves to accentuate a deficiency 

characteristic of the international community today: the gap between the theoretical values of law and harsh 

reality, which impedes the application in practice of the rich potential of international law standards. At the 

same time, if one is to be consistent in upholding universally accepted values, it is essential to take steps to 

 
12 Case Concerning the Barcelona Traction, Light and Power Company, Limited (Belgium v. Spain), I.C.J. Judgment of 5 

February 1970, I.C.J. Reports 1970, para. 33. See also Lukashuk, pp. 379-380. 

13 Lukashuk, pp. 379-380, 394-396; Commentary to article 1 of the Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally 

Wrongful Acts, in Crawford, op. cit., p. 79, para. 4. 
14 Commentary to article 40 of the Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, in Crawford, op. cit., p. 

246, para. 4. 
15 See Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, article 41, in Crawford, op. cit., p. 69; See also 

General Assembly resolution 62/243 of 14 March 2008, entitled "The situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan", op. 5. 
16 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, General Assembly resolution 217 A (III), 10 December 1948. For text, see United 

Nations Centre for Human Rights, Human Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments, ST/HR/1 /Rev.5, vol. 1 (First Part), New 

York and Geneva, United Nations, pp. 1-7, at p. 1. 
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inhibit any brazen attempt to reject these and not to permit lawlessness, including by prosecuting their supposed 

perpetrators.17 It is clear that there can be no longterm and sustainable peace without justice and respect for 

human dignity, rights and freedoms. 

All existing facts of the tragic events in Khojaly confirm that the intentional actions of the occupying 

forces were directed to mass extermination of the inhabitants of this town only because they were Azerbaijanis. 

Measures taken at the national level as well as existing legal framework of prosecution of and punishment 

for international crimes secure conviction in the perspective of ending impunity for the genocide committed 

against the Azerbaijani population of Khojaly. Some are inclined to believe that the possibility of recognition of 

the unilateral secession of Kosovo from Serbia may create a precedent to address similarly the fate of other 

separatist territories, including Nagorny Karabakh. However, in addition to a number of differences between 

these two situations, the actions of Armenia aimed at forceful capture of a part of the territory of Azerbaijan, the 

puppet nature of the regime established in the occupied Azerbaijani lands as well as war crimes, acts of 

genocide and crimes against humanity committed by the occupying power a priori rule out any probability of 

application of the Kosovo scenario to Nagorny Karabakh.  

 

«İrs Наследие».2009.№1(37).pp.28-31. 

 
17 See, e.g., Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), p. 446. 
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KHOJALY TRAGEDY IS A GENOCIDE COMMITTED AGAINST OUR PEOPLE 

FASCISM, SAVAGERY HAS NO DEGREE. 

THE ACTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN AGGRESSORS PROVE THIS NAMELY. 

 

Ilham Abbasov,  

Deputy Director of the Academy under the Ministry of Justice 

 

The history of humankind witnessed many tragedies. Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Songmi, Khatyn, the genocide 

committed by the Armenians against Azerbaijanis. The 1948-1952-deportation of Azerbaijanis from their native 

lands given under control of Armenia, 20 January and other tragic events are the crimes of the Armenians. The 

Khojaly tragedy is namely of such crimes. 

Many people did not know about the existence of the settlement called Khojaly in the Upper Karabakh 

(Nagorno or Mountainous Karabakh) still in the Soviet period. Khojaly has remained in the Azerbaijan history 

under the name of “Khojaly tragedy” in connection with the events taken place on February 26, 1992 only.  

Militants of our neighbor Armenian Republic’s armed forces and the 366th motorized-infantry regiment 

of the former Soviet Army committed act of genocide on February 26,1992, ineffaceable stain on humanity, 

having completely destroyed Khojaly town of Mountainous Karabakh, killed and wounded its residents. 

As a result of this tragedy, 613 civilian Azerbaijanis, including 63 children, 106 women, 70 aged people 

within several hours were killed by giving them unbearable tortures only because of their being Azerbaijanis, 

487 were given heavy injuries, 1275 residents – helpless elderly people, children, women were taken hostages 

and subjected to inadmissible tortures, humiliations and abasements. Not being satisfied, the Armenian 

militaries scalped heads, of the killed men, cut off organs, took out children eyes, pierced pregnant women’s 

stomach, buried or burnt people alive; Khojaly town was practically razed to the ground.  

At that time when 613 peaceful Azerbaijanis were savagely executed, false information on perishes of 

only two residents of Khojaly was released for the public through official mass media. 

Let us imagine for a moment all family members sleep in their beds and armored motorized forces enter 

the civilian apartments. Fire is opened from weapons of different caliber and innocent people are bleeding to 

death in their own native home.  

In addition, this very event took place after October 1991, in other words, after the Azerbaijan Republic 

had restored its historical independence. In reality, this tragedy was a big-scale crime against not only the 

Azerbaijani people, but also against the whole humankind. However, it is a great pity that the authorities of the 

republic did not take necessary measures in order to prevent this tragedy. What is more, as if it were little did 

not release true information to the public and even concealed it. 

The national leader Heydar Aliyev said wisely: “It is easier to prevent an event, than to eliminate its 

results after it has taken place” [1,p.10]. Though 16 years have already passed since that time, one just question 

makes everybody think: was it possible to prevent this tragedy? 

The answer is unambiguous: it was possible to prevent this tragedy! If, speaking generally, persons 

greedy for posts, who had once benefited from the help of the national leader Heydar Aliyev, having held high 

posts as the first secretaries of district party committees, constituting in 1991 a big part of the deputes of the 

Supreme Soviet (parliament) of the Azerbaijan Republic, considering the fate of their positions higher than the 

destiny of the people, keeping an alien position to the people, trying to remain neutral when groundless attacks 

were being made against Heydar Aliyev, however, at the same time trying to hide their faces from the cameras 

or pretending being slept, had not hindered the ingenious person, world-famous politician Heydar Aliyev to 

return to the leadership of the republic. If the ingenious person Heydar Aliyev had been at the republican 

leadership in our country’s difficult days, not only the Khojaly tragedy, but even the 20th January tragedy, the 

loss of 20% of our lands, in one word, also other tragedies from time to time occurred, undoubtedly, would have 

been prevented. 

Along with being the display of the terrorist policy turned against Azerbaijan’s state independence and 

territorial integrity, the Khojaly tragedy an act of mass and ruthless massacre was a cruel criminal act committed 

not only against Azerbaijanis, but also against humanity in a whole. When committing this act of genocide in 

Khojaly, the Armenian nationalists intended to frighten the Azerbaijani people not willing to give its native land 

to the aggressors, to break, eliminate its fighting determination.  
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Unfortunately, the world community treated indifferently the aggression of the Armenian Republic 

against the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, the aggressive policy and ethnic cleansing, committing of terrible 

crimes as the Khojaly genocide in order to carry out the land claims to the neighbor country in the end of the 

20th century, did not undertake effective measures to halter the aggressor. It is the result of the impunity 

atmosphere created around the aggressive state of Armenia that 20% of the territory of our country, that is the 

Upper Karabakh and the surrounding 7 districts, has until now been occupied by the armed forces of Armenia, 

more than one million Azerbaijanis have been driven out their native places. 

As a result of the Armenian aggression, 20% of the lands of our republic being occupied, 900 settlements 

were seized, 4366 social objects, 690 schools, 280 kindergartens, 862 clubs, 932 libraries, 1831 cinemas, 855 

pre-school institutions, 856 medical ambulatories, pharmacies and other medical establishments, 10 mosques 

being worship places of the people, were destroyed, 380 villages of our compatriots driven out of Armenia were 

seized and all the property stayed there. Our republic suffered damages estimating around 50 billion USD. If we 

take into consideration that according to the information of the mass media given recently, the illegal 

exploitation by Armenia of the gold mines in Kelbejar, wide-scale fires set on the occupied territories, the 50 

billion damage suffered by Azerbaijan is growing not year by year, month by month, but day by day. [2, 

səh.12]. 

After the national leader Heydar Aliyev returned to power on June 15, 1992, during his official trips 

abroad in his meetings with state officials, businessmen, the public, the Azerbaijani Diaspora as the head of the 

state, he informed them tirelessly visually on maps about the Karabakh truths and worked for the formation of 

the objective thinking in the international world that Upper Karabakh is an integral part of Azerbaijan, these 

territories are historically Azerbaijani lands. 

It is no accident that after the national leader Heydar Aliyev’s return to power on June 15, 1993 the Milli 

Mejlis (parliament) of the Azerbaijan Republic adopted on February 24, 1994 the resolution “On the Khojaly 

Genocide”. It was decided in the first paragraph of the resolution mainly to commemorate the Khojaly events 

being one of the Azerbaijani tragedies and bloody pages of the human history, committed by the Armenian 

aggressors on February 26, 1992, as “the Day of the Khojaly genocide” on February 26, each year. [3,1-2].  

Also, by the Decree of the national leader Heydar Aliyev dated February 25, 1997 “On declaring a minute 

of silence in commemoration of the victims of the Khojaly genocide”, it was decided to mark the memory of the 

victims of the Khojaly genocide by a minute of silence on February 26 annually at 17:00 on Azerbaijan’s 

territory as a sign of respect to it. 

Under the leadership of the worthy representative of the national leader Heydar Aliyev’s government 

school the follower of his expedient, wise, knowledgeable domestic and foreign policy, the President of the 

Azerbaijan Republic Mr. Ilham Aliyev our people will achieve the liberation of our seized lands by peaceful 

means and in conformity with the international norms. As declares Mr. Ilham Aliyev, if the liberation of our 

lands is impossible through peaceful means, the return of these lands by our military forces is an integral and 

constitutional right of our people. 

It is seen from the information published these days in mass media that the National Parliament of Turkey 

will bring up to the discussion of its meeting the issue related to the Khojaly genocide [4, səh.1]. This shows 

once more that the icy cover created by the Armenian lobby in the international public around the so-called 

problem of the Upper Karabakh, the Khojaly genocide being its component, has been broken, truths have started 

being formed in the international public about the realities of the Upper Karabakh. 

One question is now worrying the population of our republic: what must be done in order that such 

tragedies fallen on our people wouldn’t be repeated any more, our state would get stronger, raise higher the 

economic and military force of our country, The answer is unambiguous: the civil society must be established in 

full and the national unity must be achieved for this. There is every condition in our country to achieve this goal. 

On this heavy mourning day, we express our deep condolences to the families of the victims of the 

Khojaly genocide and wish our shahids paradise from our Almighty God. 

 

Notes: 

 

1. H.A. Aliyev Aphorisms (Wise thoughts selected from the speeches of the President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev), Baku-1997, p.10. 

2. I.G.Abbassov, Article “Mountainous Karabakh is an integral part of Azerbaijan”. Edition of the 

Azerbaijanis Congress, p.12. 

3. “Azerbaijan” newspaper, February 26, 1994, N-40. 

4. “Azerbaijan” newspaper, February 17, 2008, N-37. 
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“Today & Tomorrow. Azerbaijan in Focus”.-2008.-№ 3(10). pp.4-6  
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AZERBAIJANI REFUGEE DEMANDS RECOGNITION OF KHOJALY GENOCIDE IN HER 

LETTERS TO PRESIDENTS OF ARMENIA AND FRANCE 

(FEBRUARY 20, 2012) 

 

 

Young Azerbaijani girl from Khojaly Zarifa Guliyeva wrote letters to presidents of Armenia and France 

Serzh Sargsyan and Nicolas Sarkozy demanding to recognize the Khojaly genocide. 

"My name is Zarifa Guliyeva, an Azerbaijani girl from the ghost town of Khojaly in Karabakh. You must 

be familiar with Khojaly not only because you are a native of historical Azerbaijani town of Khankendi, which 

in Soviet times was renamed to Stepanakert. In addition, certainly, not because Khojaly is located near the 

historic town of Aghdam, which, in your own words, is "not your land." By the way, such assertion, made in 

2009, in Yerevan, during a meeting with representatives of the Azerbaijani and Armenian intellectuals, did not 

stop you from renaming Aghdam to Acne," the letter to President Sargsyan says. 

Zarifa Guliyeva expressed her confidence that President Sargsyan is aware that "Khojaly - is a town, 

where on February 26, 1992, as a result of the monstrous crimes carried out by the occupying Armenian forces, 

613 people were killed and more than 1275 were taken prisoners, 150 people went missing, 487 became 

disabled". 

Describing the events in Khojaly, Guliyeva appeals to President Sargsyan, "If you have any doubts about 

the choice of words describing such a crime against humanity, then I'll tell you the fact, that Khojaly is a sister 

town of the Czech Lidice, which during the Second World War was almost entirely wiped out by German Nazis. 

May I also remind you that international advocacy organization "Human Rights Watch" called the tragedy in 

Khojaly as "the largest massacre of the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict." 

According to this watchdog organization, the Armenian armed forces were directly responsible for the 

deaths of civilians." 

"20 years have passed since this heinous crime, genocide against Azerbaijanis. 20 years - this is how old I 

am, Zarifa Guliyeva, a native of Khojaly. In Khojaly my family was almost entirely killed - my young brother, 

grandmother, uncle - a total of 22 members of my family. My family was brought up by my mother; she raised 

us and gave us the most important thing in life - love to my country and understanding the value of a human life. 

These values are given to us by a woman, whose four bullet and shrapnel wounds serve as a daily reminder of 

the actions of Armenian occupying forces. 

These shrapnel pieces live in all of us, people of Khojaly, reminding us of the horrors of that night, the 

massacre committed by Armenian militants," the letter addressed to President Sargsyan says. 

Appealing to the Armenian president Zarifa Guliyeva writes, "I know that you have two daughters, Anush 

and Satenik. They are future mothers. Now, ask yourself and your daughters: what was the fault of those 106 

women and 63 children, killed by Armenian fascists in Khojaly? Would you or your daughters want someone 

from their family and friends to live through such a horrible fate? I read a book by a British journalist Thomas 

de Waal, "Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through peace and war." One of the passages quoted: 

"Sarkisian's summation of what had happened, however, was more honest and more brutal: 'But I think the main 

issue was quite different. Before Khojali, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us; they thought 

that the Armenians were people who could not raise their hand against the civilian population. We were able to 

break that [stereotype]." Did you let your daughters read this book, Mr. Sargsyan? I do not think they will be 

proud of the fact that their father considers murdering women, children and the elderly as a good tool to make 

sure that we see Armenians as people, who do not believe in sacred values of humanism, benevolence, 

compassion, respected by all religions and nations of the world". 

There is another moment in the same book by Thomas de Waal where it once again quotes you: "Asked 

about the taking of Khojali, the Armenian military leader Serzh Sarkisian said carefully, 'We don't speak loudly 

about these things'". 

In her letter Guliyeva asks to give a fair assessment of the Khojaly genocide. 

"20 years has passed since the Genocide of Azerbaijani civilians in Khojaly. I think it is time to speak out 

loud about this horrible crime, Mr.President. It would be the right thing to do if you give a fair assessment of the 

Khojaly genocide, pleaded guilty to the crimes of the Armenian militants that you were also a part of. I'm not 

asking you to repeat the outstanding, in terms of depth of repentance for a crime, committed by his people, act 
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of Chancellor Willy Brandt of Germany, who on December 7, 1970, was on his knees before the monument to 

the victims of the Nazis in the Warsaw Ghetto, where Jews were taken away to their deaths in Treblinka and 

Auschwitz," the letter says. 

The letter also asks to acknowledge responsibility of the Armenian side for perpetrating genocide of 

Azerbaijani civilians in Khojaly. 

"I'm just asking you to acknowledge responsibility of the Armenian side for perpetrating genocide of 

Azerbaijani civilians in Khojaly. This step can be a radically new chapter in the settlement of Armenian-

Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. This move would be a good start in creating the atmosphere of trust 

between our countries and nations that was destroyed by the killers of the people of Khojaly. I am confident, 

that the world will give a fair assessment of the Genocide of Azerbaijani civilians in Khojaly. Likewise, I'm sure 

there is no eternal conflict and that the neighboring nations, sooner or later will live in peace and mutual trust. 

But it is up to you to see that it happens with or without your participation. Only you can decide to either go 

down in history as a politician, who was able to accept the responsibility for the mistakes of himself and his 

people and helped bring justice and peace between our nations, or someone, who feared to acknowledge the 

crime, but rather - preferred not to "speak loudly about these things", the letter says. 

In her letter to French President Zarifa Guliyeva suggested him to make a choice - "whether to remain in 

history as a politician who helped the justice to triumph or as a person who was afraid to call these acts a crime 

and considered his interests above all". 

"I am 20 years old. Exactly as many years passed from the day genocide was committed against the 

peaceful Azerbaijani population of Khojaly city - one of the most dreadful tragedies of the last century," Zarifa 

Guliyeva said in her letter to French President Nicolas Sarkozy. 

"Are you familiar with the name - Khojaly? On February 26, 1992, as a result of a horrid crime 

committed by the aggressive Armenian armed forces in this ancient settlement of Azerbaijan, 613 people were 

killed, 1275 were taken prisoners of war, 150 missing, 487 were brutally mutilated. The only "fault" of these 

people was their Azerbaijani nationality. You tell me, if this is not GENOCIDE, then what is?", the letter says. 

The letter goes on : "If you are having a hard time finding words to characterize this crime against 

humanity, I can tell you that Khojaly has become a sister city of the Lidice city of the Czech Republic - once 

practically razed to the ground by German fascists during the Second World War. This is a very instructive fact: 

two cities, which had shared the same destiny of facing the atrocities of a crime against humanity, became twin 

towns." 

"I know that you are a happy husband and a father. Your beautiful wife Carla Bruni has blessed you with 

a daughter, named Julia, on October 19, 2011. I pray to God for this little girl to grow healthy and happy. She 

has every opportunity available to her. But I ask you to take into account the fact that among those perished in 

Khojaly by Armenian forces, there were 106 women and 63 children. Trust in my honesty when I say that I have 

been unable to find an answer to this question: I wonder what is more horrible?: Being killed from the hands of 

bloodthirsty executioners or living with a recognition that I will never be able to bring back my father, who died 

in Khojaly and remained there forever?! I believe, you as a father, can imagine what it means for a child to grow 

without a dad, to lose his support in life - one of his parents. Besides my father, my little brother, grandmother, 

and uncles were also killed in Khojaly. Overall, our family lost 22 members at that terrible night," the letter 

addressed to the French President says. 

She writes: "We were brought up by our mother. She educated us and taught the most important values in 

life. We will never forget Khojaly, because four bullet wounds my mom received at that horrible night and the 

shell-splinters she still carries in her body are constant reminders. These splinters reduce my mother's life; they 

make her recall the horrors of Khojaly every day. These kinds of splinter wounds exist in our hearts - in the 

hearts of every Khojaly resident." 

In her letter Zarifa writes to President Sarkozy that along with Azerbaijani journalist Chingiz Mustafayev, 

Russian TV reporter Yuri Romanov, who had visited the place of Khojaly tragedy, recalled the moment of 

arrival at the place of death of civilians as following : "I look through the illuminator of the helicopter and the 

unbelievably frightening sight that opens in front of my eyes literally traumatizes me. Bodies of dead people are 

lying on the yellow grass lawn at the shadowy foothills of a mountain, where pellets of snow and hoar-frosts 

deposited in winter are melting. All this vast area to the near horizon, littered with the corpses of women, old 

men and women, boys and girls of all ages, from infant to teenager. Eye pulls out of the mess of bodies, two 

figures - a grandmother and a little girl. Grandma, with a white head uncovered, lying face down next to the tiny 

girl in a blue jacket with a hood. The feet are somehow connected with barbed wire. The hands of the 

grandmother are also tied up. Both shot in the head. The last gesture of a small, four years old, the girl stretched 

out her arms to the dead grandmother. Stunned, I did not even think of the camera ..." 
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"I would really want to look into your eyes after you read these memoires. I believe in those eyes I would 

see tears and heartache of a brave person, who is capable of sharing other peoples' pain. Therefore I hope that 

you will be able to provide worthy and fair assessment of the genocide, committed against the Azerbaijanis in 

Khojaly," the latter says. 

In her letter Guliyeva expresses her desire to believe that Nicolas Sarkozy and the "Union for a Popular 

Movement" Party, headed by him, will initiate the discussion of the law on the recognition of the Khojaly 

genocide in the French Senate. By doing this you would be able to change the latest impression formed in 

Azerbaijan about you and refute the talks concerning your direct dependence on the Armenian Diaspora and 

lobby in the French Senate. You left this impression on the Azerbaijani people especially, after you initiated the 

adoption of the draft law intending to arrest and penalize those who do not consider the 1915 incidents during 

the Ottoman Empire as a genocide against Armenians," Zarifa writes. 

"Presidents come and go, but it is the politicians who leave their names in history through their actions. 

Your personal initiative on fair assessment by the French Senate of those who committed the genocide against 

civilian Azerbaijan population in Khojaly will be a good opportunity for your name to remain in the history of 

Azerbaijani-French relations," she notes. 

Understanding how tough this step will be, Zarifa also informs that the "Human Rights Watch" 

international human rights advocacy organization has described the Khojaly genocide as the "largest massacre 

to date in the Armenian-Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict". According to this organization, the Armenian 

armed forces carry direct responsibility for the civilian deaths, she writes. 

"Time goes on fast. It is entirely possible that 20 years on from the day I was deprived of the opportunity 

to see my native lands, 20 years after the Khojaly genocide, this crime against humanity will be known around 

the world. Thus, the decision is yours. You and only You can decide whether you want to remain in history as a 

politician who helped the justice to triumph or as a person who was afraid to call these acts a crime and 

considered his interests above all." 

 

 

http://en.trend.az/news/karabakh/1994203.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


